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Dear Friend,
In your hand is the 700th consecutive
issue of ‘The Nome Static’. It is a milestone.
It marks more than 59 years of mission
radio work in Western Alaska. The
newsletter first began, hand-cranked on a
mimeograph, as a way to update friends
on progress toward building and sustaining
Catholic radio in a remote corner of Alaska.
Nearly six decades later, the newsletter
is a direct reflection of the impact radio
continues to have in the region.
Where would we — or any community
— be, without news? Weather updates?
Uplifting and hopeful programming? While
radio is considered a “dying medium” in
some parts of the nation, in Western Alaska
radio waves still reverberate in the minds
and hearts of all who listen.
KNOM Radio Mission continues to
instigate conversations and inspire hope —
right from our neighbor’s windowsill.
Thank you for making long-term
transformation possible!

Nome community members gather for a
blanket toss at the Midnight Sun Festival.
Photo by Miriam Trujillo.

Debbie and Richard Atuk share the significance of
learning Iñupiaq. Photo by Miriam Trujillo.

Father and daughter team up to
teach Iñupiaq
Richard Atuk and Debbie Atuk, father and
daughter, are on a personal mission to revive Iñupiaq
culture through language learning. Originally from
Wales, Richard Atuk grew up speaking Iñupiaq until
he was 7 years old, when his family moved to Nome.
He was struck by the realization that some of Alaska’s
Native dialects only have a few remaining speakers.
“I just could not imagine being the last speaker of
your language and what that meant,” Richard Atuk
said.
Through advocating for language preservation
and education, Richard and Debbie Atuk hope people
will be reconnected with their heritage and carry on
Iñupiaq culture and language.
Richard Atuk compared being without the Iñupiaq
language to orphans searching for their parents,
desperate to find out where they came from.
“Our outlook on language is not so much for
communication but equally to learn about the idea of
who we are, why we are and why that’s important.”
Richard Atuk said.
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The two shared that Iñupiaq is a way of life.
Within the grammar, itself there is an emphasis
on respect, consensus and humility.
“Without our language we will not be able to
preserve our culture wholly or understand what
it means to be Iñupiaq,” Richard Atuk said.
Debbie Atuk identified ‘community-based’
versus ‘me-based’ communication as a core
difference between Iñupiaq and English.
“For example, people say ‘excuse me’ in
English when bumping into someone. In Iñupiaq,
the response would be closer to ‘I’m sorry that I
did that to you,’” she said.
Debbie shared that learning Iñupiaq is very
different from learning romance languages.
Because Iñupiaq contains deep cultural values
and a unique structure, there are seldom direct
translations.
“My father’s way of teaching is much more…
You have to know how our language works and
build up. You have to let everything else go,”
Debbie Atuk said.

Courage is fear that’s said its
prayers.

Harmonica Man Mike Stevens and guitarist Jeff
Black chatted with afternoon listeners while in
Nome for a concert. Photo by Sean Milligan.

We pray for small and medium
sized businesses; in the midst
of economic and social crisis,
may they find ways to continue
operating, and serving their
communities.
— Pope Francis’ prayer intentions for
August 2022

Kade Vandermark (left) and Scotty Campbell (right) are the latest additions to the KNOM team. Kade is a
local high school student helping around the station for the summer. Scotty, who felt drawn to the mission
all the way from Colorado, hosts the morning show and will produce local programs. Thank you for praying
for the right people to join the mission! Photos by Sean Milligan.
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To better understand water and sewer needs in rural Alaska, a group of Norton Sound Health Corporation
employees and board members accompanied Indian Health Service representatives on a trip to visit three
local villages on June 1. Photo courtesy of Norton Sound Health Corporation, used with permission.

Village projects to improve
sanitation and water
The federal government allocated a portion
of the $3.5 billion Bipartisan Infrastructure Law
to improving water and sanitation structure for
tribal communities across the United States.
Through Indian Health Service, or IHS, the law
allocates 700 million dollars per year over a
span of five years.
In Western Alaska, the money will meet the
needs of unserviced communities trying to
build wastewater and sanitation systems. IHS
representatives visited the communities of St.
Michael, Stebbins and Shaktoolik to learn about
and prioritize projects for funding.
Retired CEO of Norton Sound Economic
Development Corporation and Shaktoolik
resident, Eugene Asicksik saw the visit as an
opportunity for IHS to hear about the concerns
and problems that Shaktoolik villagers face.
“If it comes from within the village and if
there is blood, sweat and tears coming out of
the village, then it’s most likely going to work.
But it’s not going to work if they’re sitting in
Washington or Juneau or Anchorage and

Federal funding could improve St. Michael’s 1.2
million gallon water holding tank, which was built
using bolted steel panels and insulated with exterior
spray foam. This tank is 36 years old. Photo courtesy
of Norton Sound Health Corporation, used with
permission.

then trying to impose it onto a community. There
should be some village input,” Asickisik said.
Current projects include reservoir
improvements in Shishmaref, a solid waste
upgrade in Mountain Village and a back up well in
Savoonga.
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Sticker shock: Nome
cost of living rises
exponentially
In the Lower 48 states, food
costs have increased by an average
of 12-13% in the last year. In Nome,
they have increased by 27%. A small
watermelon, which has always been a
particularly fancy dish in Bush Alaska,
costs about $55 at the local grocery
store in Nome.
Gas prices in Nome stay the same
throughout the year, based on the
price of fuel when the barge arrives in
the summer. This year, the price has
been a somewhat typical $5.29/gallon.
As of early July, the price for the rest of
the year is projected to nearly double,
going up to approximately $9/gallon.
With the hike in fuel cost, it’s expected
that the cost of power, which has
increased by 12% already this year, will
go up an additional 30%. For KNOM’s
transmitter alone, the cost went from
$6,983.48 in June of 2021 to $7,791.66
in June 2022. At a 30% increase, that
totals to $10,129.16 in transmitter
power — each month.
Some attentive readers may also
have noticed that KNOM’s newsletter
mailings have been impacted by
shortages and delays in the paper
industry. One recent newsletter, in
early June, was delayed by several
weeks. The mission’s printing and
mailing company has gone above and
beyond to ensure that the situation
isn’t worse, and at the end of this
summer we should be through the
worst of it — we hope. For now, thanks
to the sacrifice of a great number
of faithful and regular benefactors,
KNOM’s cash flow is sufficient to keep
the lights on and the mission alive. We
are grateful for your patience as we
navigate the changing economy.

The Midnight Sun Festival, which coincides with the Summer
Solstice, celebrates the extra sunlight. Photo by Sean Milligan.

A mock bank robbery on Front Street is part of the festival fun.
Photo by Sean Milligan.

Native Youth Olympics at the Midnight Sun Festival
demonstrate cultural activities, like this high kick. Photo by
Miriam Trujillo.

Please consider KNOM in your estate planning.

