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Dear Friend,
Scripture reminds us that in order to enter
heaven, we must become like children. Children
are pure, embrace simplicity and recognize, in
awe, the beauty of the world. They depend on
their parents just as we should depend on God the
Father. New life reminds us of what we were made
to be.
In Western Alaska, children are known to be
blessings to their families and the world. Both
Iñupiaq and Yup’ik cultures cherish children, and
communities raise them together.
By being a positive presence and championing
growth in the community, radio can amplify
impact. Thank you for promoting positivity!

Youth from all over Alaska participated in NYO. Photo
courtesy of NYO Games/CITC. Used with permission
(2022).

The Nome team at NYO state meet in Anchorage.
Photo courtesy of NYO Games/CITC. Used with
permission (2022).

Local youth thrive at NYO
Nome athletes set records at the Native
Youth Olympic Games this year. Nome’s Parker
Kenick won a medal for the One Hand Reach
and broke the records for the high school
boys’ One and Two Foot High Kicks. Teague
Green Johnson medalled in the Indian Stick
Pull and set new records for the Wrist Carry
and Seal Hop. Colin McFarland joined them
as a medalist of the Scissor Broad Jump.
Their long-term dedication set them apart,
according to Nome team coach Vanessa
Tahbone.
“They’ve been with the program
throughout their high school career. Even
through the pandemic, and even though we
didn’t get to have in-person competitions last
year and the year before, we did virtual, they
still stuck with the program,” Tahbone said.
NYO games display an uncommon
approach to sports. Athletes compete primarily
against themselves, according to Tahbone.
They encourage and support both teammates
and competitiors. Each one of the events in the
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games build subsistence skills.
“All the games tie back to hunting, hunter
success, and what it takes to go out on the land,”
Tahbone said.
Through NYO, young people strengthen
their overall health, tend to improve academic
performance, and learn traditional values. The
events ground athletes in Native Alaskan values like
leadership, respect and community ties.
“It’s a good way for students to connect with
their culture. They might not have any other
opportunities to do so. It’s a great way to learn
about some history about the culture,” Tahbone
explained.
Tahbone looks forward to growing participation
and an increased range of NYO games in Nome
for the June Midnight Sun Festival.

A memorial portrait of Henry Ivanoff Sr. Graphic
courtesy of Bering Straits Native Corporation.

Henry Ivanoff Sr.
remembered for leadership
and dedicated service

Kawerak’s Danielle Slingsby visits Wednesday
mornings to share community events and
opportunities. Photo by Miriam Trujillo (2022).

God will mend a broken heart if you
will give Him all of the pieces.

A strong local leader, Henry Ivanoff Sr. of
Unalakleet, lived 78 years. He left a legacy of
service to the people of Western Alaska.
His son, Henry Ivanoff Jr., admired his work
ethic.
“He was a hard worker. … When he was
younger, his father would put him to work
around the house, you know, doing chores like
getting wood. They didn’t have running water
back then, so he’d have to go out there also to
chop ice for water. And that’s how he started
his younger life — working,” Ivanoff Jr. said.
Ivanoff Sr. showed dedication through all
of his endeavors. Spending over 50 years in
the broadcasting industry, he provided radio to
several villages. In his hometown of Unalakleet,
Ivanoff Sr. founded KNSA in 1982. His KNSA
coworker Sam Towarak reminisced about early
days of working with Ivanoff Sr.
“He was assigned to a live broadcast for
the tugboat coming in, that first barge of the
season, and we had a good laugh about that.
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If you could imagine trying to cover a
tugboat coming in — what you can do to
describe that,” Towarak said.
Most Western Alaskans knew Ivanoff
Sr. for his accomplishments at Bering
Straits Native Corporation. Over nearly five
decades of BSNC service, he was both the
CEO and president and chairman. Ivanoff is
the longest-serving board member in the
corporation’s history.
Current BSNC president and CEO Gail
Schubert noticed his leadership and vision
from when she met him as president of
Unalakleet Native Corporation to working
together at BSNC.
“I really think that in terms of being able
to kind of grow an organization, you really
need a strong board chair, and someone
that someone like me, as President and
CEO of the company can turn to for advice
and guidance,” Schubert said.
Ivanoff Sr. served on many other boards,
including those of Alaska Federation of
Natives, Bering Sea Fishermen’s Association
and Norton Sound Economic Development
Corporation. He was also the longestserving Mayor of Unalakleet, 1994-2006.

“There are three places to meet
the living Jesus: in His word,
in the sacraments, and in
our loving service to those in
need.”
- Fr. Peter Vaghi

Humility is truth. It’s realizing
that we are children of God and
we owe everything we are to
God.

“We cannot always build the future for
our youth, but we can build our youth
for the future.”
- Franklin D. Roosevelt

The Nome Elementary School E.L.A. Curriculum
Committee presented ‘Bookworms’ at a local school
board meeting. Photo by Miriam Trujillo (2022).

Bookworm curriculum inspires
student readers
“I have never seen my students so engaged with
books,” fourth grade teacher Krista Marvin said.
At Nome Elementary School, children involved in
the Bookworms program are reading whole books,
rather than just excerpts. Teachers hope this will
inspire children to love reading.
“I don’t know if it is because they have an actual,
entire book in their hands. Out of eighteen kids, every
single kid is excited about the book,” Marvin said.
After reading the books, student build their writing
skills through responses.
“The written responses I am getting are really well
thought out. Paragraphs of really high-quality writing
from my higher-ed students, and the kids that have
needed more support for writing, they are still coming
up with some really great ideas,” Marvin said.
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But, I mean now, it is year three and we are
doing a mural; like a really big mural. I think it
really has helped out in our school,” student
Guadalupe Callahan said.
Callahan sees local art as an opportunity
to connect worlds.
“Art is a very universal thing, and living
in a small town in Alaska, it’s not very easy
to come by. A lot of our stuff is donated or
people just got rid of some old art tools and
we decided to take them in and use them,”
Callahan said.
Matson and Callahan hope this project
will inspire future Nome artists.
Students finished the Nome-Beltz mural in April. Photo
courtesy of Katherine Garrison (2022).

Students paint home across
school wall
“We chose to do a whole landscape. It’s got
the ocean on one side, fades into mountains with
fireweed, salmon in the water, birds in the sky and a
sunset. So we’ve got all of these elements that we
see around town,” Nome-Beltz Middle High School
student Jenae Matson said.
Seniors at Nome’s high school dedicated the
spring 2022 semester to painting a 18-by-7-foot
wall painting on one of the school’s entryway
walls. Teacher Grace D’Antonio dreamed up the
project and left the creative decision-making up to
the students. They voted on a student sketch that
combined pictures of life in Nome, including a boat
owned by a local fisherman and a musk ox.
In much of rural Alaska, regular art classes are
uncommon. Since Nome-Beltz’s art program began
three years ago, it has allowed students to run with
their creativity — to express themselves and their
love for the beauty of Nome.
“I know coming into high school, my freshman
year, there was no art class. But D’Antonio came to
our school, and she really wanted to get it started.
Everybody was learning as the class progressed
because Nome-Beltz hasn’t had one in a long time.

“We pray for Christian families
around the world; may they
embody and experience
unconditional love and advance
in holiness in their daily lives.”
- Pope Francis, prayer intentions
for June 2022

Technical Sergeant Bradley A Byers from the
Air Force and SSG James Schweitzer with the
Army stopped by the morning show to ask a
trivia question, pick some great ‘80s tunes and
talk about career opportunities with the armed
forces. Photo by Miriam Trujillo (2022).

Please consider KNOM in your estate planning.

