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Dear Friend,
Thank you for walking alongside
the mission. As we approach KNOM’s
birthday on July 14, it’s a season to reflect
on who we are, who we have been and
who we are becoming.
When we’re hiking through the
wilderness, it’s important to check our
gear. Is our backpack heavier than it
needs to be? Do we need better shoes?
As we learn to follow Christ, the
principles are the same. To walk in his
path, we must have hearts open to the
Holy Spirit and be willing to lighten our
backpacks: to question assumptions that
no longer help us achieve the mission he
has assigned. Our 50th year was one of
several course corrections. This summer,
the mission is focused on building
capacity and placing the correct people
in key positions for the future.
We trust that as we follow the Holy
Spirit’s guidance and take the next step
on the trail, we will be transformed into
His likeness. We are again oriented to
encounter Christ, embrace cultures that
shape our region, empower growth and
engage the listener with humility.
Thank you for your faithfulness to
KNOM’s journey. We pray that, together,
we are transformed with each step.

“Seek God in all that you do,
and He will direct your path.”
— Proverbs 3:6

Anna Ashenfelter and Katie Hannon from the health
corporation’s CAMP department discussed bike safety
with listeners. Their bike rodeo, with a repair workshop
conducted by a local minister, encouraged community
members to get outside and be active this summer. Photo
by Anna Ashenfelter, used with permission.

Study connects language with
community involvement
Ukallaysaaq Okleasik, a consultant with Northwest
Planning (and KNOM board member), recently took to
the airwaves to share about a survey he and researcher
Paasha Mahdavi conducted.
As language is what holds many key cultural
concepts together, it is a crucial connection to one’s
heritage, way of life and others. The two hypothesized a
correlation between knowledge of Inuit languages and
community engagement.
“Language is more than language, and it has the
ability to build people’s confidence,” Okleasik said.
“We’re trying to put together a painting of the
different ways in which each person is thinking about
language in their daily lives and then connecting
that with the other questions about community
engagement,” Mahdavi shared.
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Nome’s Memorial Day parade marching from Front
Street to Belmont cemetary. This year, more people
participated in person than in previous years.

A Vietnam-era Huey helicopter that now belongs
to Bering Air, the regional carrier, flying over the
ceremony.

Remembering the fallen
Following a tradition extending back more
than a century, Nomeites gathered for a Memorial
Day parade with words of recognition, song and
prayer. This year, KNOM broadcasted live from
downtown Nome, reaching those unable to walk
in the parade.
Peggy Darling, the auxiliary president to the
Nome V.F.W., expressed gratitude for all who took
the time to commemorate the day. “Your action
of being here speaks louder than any words. Our
nation owes a debt to to the fallen heroes, and in
part, we pay that debt, little by little, by being here
each year to remember and honor those who
went to a foreign land and lost their lives,” she
said.

Justin Bolayes, a retired U.S. Air Force Tech
Sergeant, said he’s known 48 people killed in
training or combat. He shared that it’s impossible
for him compartmentalize the pain of losing friends.
At his lead, about 20 people of all ages joined in the
military tradition of doing “push-ups for the fallen.”
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Nome-Beltz High School graduates watch as superintendent Jamie Burgess speaks during the 2022
commencement ceremony. As in the last two years, family and friends followed the proceedings, complete
with a car parade, live on KNOM. Image courtesy of Nome-Beltz Student Activities, used with permission.

Graduates and community
celebrate end of school year
The 2022 school year ended with a strong focus on
the future. With extra funding rolled over to the next
school year, the school has means to pursue a wide
variety of programs for both educators and students. For
the district, the list includes creating a multi-cultural art
institute, investing in training for teachers and staff and
an emphasis on social and emotional learning.
Reflecting on the school year in a May school board
meeting, graduate Guadalupe Callahan shared that one
of her highlights was a cultural exchange trip to Hawaii.
She said the Nome-Beltz and Waianae High School
students saw each other as “the other family from across
the ocean.”
“Conversing about how different we are from each
other made me realize that we really aren’t that different
from each other,” Callahan said. She said the Hawaiian
students inspired them to “really get in touch with the
land we live in and prosper on it,” Callahan said.
Nome-Beltz plans to make similar trips happen in the
future, principal Jay Thomas said.

Outgoing Nome-Beltz principal Jay
Thomas and incoming principal Teriscovkya
Smith let listeners know about the ways
COVID-19 challenges prompted them to
deepen community partnerships. They feel
empowered by growing relationships with
the community, students, parents and staff.

We pray for the elderly, who represent the roots and memory of a people; may
their experience and wisdom help young people to look towards the future
with hope and responsibility.
— Pope Francis’ prayer intentions for July 2022

Empowering Growth | Engaging the Listener

C ONTINUED FROM P AGE 1
The survey, conducted online,
inquired about comfort levels with Inuit
languages: from no understanding, to
comprehending key words, to fluency. It
also included questions about civic and
cultural activities, like contacting elected
officials, attending tribal meetings and
subsistence practices.
“Learning an Inuit language — does
that provide community connection?
Does that provide this mechanism
for getting more engaged and more
involved?” Mahdavi pondered. “If
language is a cornerstone to being
engaged with one’s community, then
there really is no time like the present,
and there is very little time to move,” he
said.
When the results are in they intend to
follow up with more studies, particularly
for people who don’t have internet
access. They anticipate the data will
start conversations about Inuit language
learning and helping organizations
encourage language learning and
community involvement.

“We need to realize that poverty doesn’t
only consist of being hungry for bread,
but rather it is a tremendous hunger for
human dignity. We need to love and to be
someone for someone else”
— Mother Teresa

“An inconvenience is an adventure
wrongly considered.”
— G. K. Chesterton

God, when I am willing to follow you, I
discover a whole new world of wonder
to explore. With faith, new life opens.
Assurance replaces regret. Joy overcomes
sorrow. With loving power, you create life.
On your path, there is hope and wonder —
just around the corner.

Left: Engineer Van Craft conducts measurements at the mission’s AM tower on a recent visit to Nome.
Over the summer, Van will be setting up KNOM’s new auxilliary studio in Anchorage.
Right: Josie Tatuq Bourdon and Barb Amarok host an Iñupiaq language session. Their voices can often
be heard on the air, sharing an inspirational or educational spot.

Please consider KNOM in your estate planning.

