The Nome Static
Transmission 697: May 2022

Dear Friend,

KNOM needs your prayers.
In recent months, the radio mission has been hit hard by
staffing shortages. As you may know, workplaces around the
country are seeing employees move, resign, or find different
careers altogether. In rural Alaska, where finding specialized
staff comes with extra challenges, the trend puts a great deal of
pressure on workplaces.
The last five years have seen a gradual change in staffing.
In an economy where unpaid internships and fellowships are
financially difficult to undertake for new college graduates,
KNOM has seen fewer and fewer volunteers apply. Last year
was especially difficult: Since the pandemic first began in 2020,
the organization has had a 60% staff turnover rate. After fifty
years, we acknowledge the need to hire full-time reporters and
producers, pivoting from the volunteer-based staffing we’ve
relied on for decades. Long-term, KNOM’s goal is to cultivate
local employees who are representative of Western Alaska.
KNOM’s Board of Directors and staff are currently working
to rejuvenate the organization and are on track to implement a
new five-year strategic plan later this year. We know that Western
Alaska is home to some of the most compelling stories in the
world, and we are excited to continue sharing them. We hope, in
five years’ time, to be a strong, modern multimedia organization
that fully meets the needs of our audience. To make that vision
reality, we need caring and talented individuals working at KNOM.
Would you pray for us? We need the guidance and help
of the Holy Spirit to find the right people, both long-term and
immediately. We also ask, if you know someone who would be
a good fit for KNOM, would you send them our way? We have
several needs, immediately and within the next six months,
ranging from news reporting, production, music direction and
on-air programming, to business and development. Positions are
based in Anchorage and Nome, depending on the work required,
and we are particularly looking for people who live or have lived
in Alaska before. Job descriptions are available at www.knom.org.
Interested people are encouraged to contact us directly by
e-mailing generalmanager@knom.org.

KNOM Radio Mission
PO Box 190649
Anchorage, AK 99519
(907) 868-1200

Visit us at knom.org
“The harvest is
plentiful, but the
laborers are few;
therefore pray
earnestly to the Lord
of the harvest to send
out laborers into his
harvest.”
- Matthew 9:37-38

We pray for all young
people, called to live
life to the fullest;
may they see in
Mary’s life the way
to listen, the depth
of discernment, the
courage that faith
generates, and the
dedication to service.
- Pope Francis’ prayer
intention for May
2022
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Alaska’s 2022 3A boys’ basketball state champions, the Nome-Beltz Nanoooks, and fans celebrate their
victory. (Image courtesy of Nome-Beltz Student Activities, used with permission.)

State champions receive a
hero’s welcome

The Nome high school boys’ basketball team
are the reigning state champions. The team
was welcomed home with great fanfare and
celebration.
The team won the boys’ state basketball class
3A tournament by beating a private high school
in Anchorage that was undefeated the entire
season.
It was a close game, and for the first three
quarters the Nome Nanooks trailed behind.
Going into the final quarter, however, they were
only one point behind. With less than a minute
game left in the game, the teams were tied at
47 to 47 points. Nome senior Dawson Schaeffer
scored the tiebreaking basket with 16 seconds

left in the game, leading his team to a 49-47
point victory - the first state championship title
since 1983.
In true Nome tradition, the town was ecstatic
when the news of victory broke. Community
members used social media to organize an
impromptu welcome parade to meet the team’s
flight at the airport and escort them home. Mayor
John Handeland announced a formal parade
route and encouraged Nomeites to join with
their vehicles or stand outside and cheer. Nome’s
first responder vehicles led the parade, with
homemade signs and pompoms lining the streets
to celebrate the win.
“I haven’t seen too many communities do
something like that,” Schaeffer later told Alaska
Sports Report. “I think it shows how close we are
in rural Alaska with one another.”

We must be a manufacturer of hope, in a place where there is often a lethal
absence of it. Not just proclaiming the message of Jesus, but becoming it in
this world. May we never stop.
- Fr. Gregory Boyle, SJ
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School closures
persist among staff
shortages

Teacher Jim Deprez (left) heads to Nome on a bush plane to drop
off sled dogs. (Image courtesy of Iditarod, used with permission.)

Teacher brings Iditarod joy to students
across the nation

“The kids just love learning about this, especially in the Lower
48, because it’s something so drastically different from their
everyday life,” said Jim Deprez, the Iditarod’s 2022 “Teacher on
the Trail”.
Deprez, who hails from Ohio, told listeners that the race and
the stories from it can be a huge inspiration in classrooms where
students may have never even seen snow, let alone a real-life
dog team.
This spring, his job was flying from checkpoint to checkpoint
to follow the mushers and teams. He interviewed the mushers
to reflect about the race and create Iditarod-themed lesson
activities and prompts for classrooms all over the country.
Educators can print resources to teach math, social studies and
language arts. For example, using math to figure out how much
food it takes to feed a dog team based on the number of dogs
at different stages of the race, or writing a personal narrative
about a sled dog’s journey through 1,000 miles of remote Alaska
wilderness and towns.
Deprez was introduced to the Iditarod while subsituting for
another teacher who had used the race to teach students before.
“I knew kind of what it was but not a whole lot, so it was kind
of cool being able to kind of learn about it as I was teaching it to
the kids. They had just a huge connection to it... I thought, she’s
onto something with this!” Deprez said.
He said a teacher at the school where his wife works had a
unique experience: a student came to her and showed her a
poem she had written, about how she now wants to race in the
Iditarod. “That’s just one example, but there have been so many
similar stories over the years,”Deprez said.

On the days leading up to the
2022 spring break, school was
closed. The reason? Lack of staff.
It wasn’t the first time in the
school year a local school had
to close. As of the beginning of
April, Nome-Beltz Junior and
Senior High School had nine
unscheduled closures during the
2021–2022 school year. Anvil
City Science Academy had eight
and Nome Elementary School
had 14.
Nome Public Schools
Superintendent Jamie Burgess
said that between quarantines
and unusually severe weather,
short staffing has been a struggle.
While support staff can help
cover classes whenever teachers
are absent for any reason, many
of those support positions are
currently vacant.
“We’ve had challenges like
we’ve never seen before this
year,” Burgess said.
It has sparked debate over the
efficacy over distance learning, as
take-home “blizzard bags” with
assignments have taken the place
of classroom learning.
The school is currently
hiring more local substitute
teachers and offering financial
bonuses to anyone who offers
to substitute teach for 20 days in
total. Burgess and teachers hope
that community members will
respond and help keep schools
open.
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Nome-Beltz’ new ski team at the Nome Invitational. (Image courtesy of Nome-Beltz student activities, used
with permission.)

New Nome-Beltz varsity ski team
teaches sportsmanship

After years of existing as a club sport, skiing is now
officially a school-sponsored sport, as Nome-Beltz Ski/
Biathlon Team. While Nome has had an active ski team for
many years, being able to participate as an official school
sport releases funding to buy extra equipment and get new
uniforms.
Coach Rosa Wright describes the 2022 season as the
team’s “maiden voyage”. So far, much of the focus has been
team building and sportsmanship.
“The kids have been helping groom trails, clear brush,
all that kind of thing as kind of a community service thing.
They’ve been working on creating those trails to offer
them to community members as well,” said coach Wright.
She added that the coaches are figuring out what kinds of
training works best for the skiers.
“We have a couple kids from the team this year who
had never seen snow before moving here, and so they
skied for the first time. And then we’ve had kids that have
skied previously, maybe in other villages or have been skiing
through Nome Nordic as well. We’ve had kids who’ve skied
with us for two days and then decided that skiing wasn’t for
them, and we’ve had kids who’ve stuck it out all season,”
Wright said. The coaches’ main desire is to get kids outside
in a “human-powered way,” showing kids that they can face
and enjoy Alaska’s wintery outdoors without snowmachines
or the like.

While students have done well
in meets so far, Wright says what
makes her most proud of her team is
the sportsmanship they’ve displayed
throughout the season.
“We celebrate when we fall
because it means we are learning. And
whenever we race, the kids cheer for
everybody, it’s not just our team. They
really showed a level of maturity and
respect for other people they were
racing with. Winning is awesome, but
these kids really did more than just
winning, and that was to conduct
themselves with such grace and
sportsmanship,” Wright said.

What did I stop and
appreciate today?
The simplicity of a child?
The honesty of a friend? A
flower? A picture? A song?
Lord, let me slow down
and appreciate all your
gifts to me!

Please consider KNOM in your estate planning.

