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In the Nativity scene at St. Joseph Church, all
nature rejoices at the birth of Christ. In the lower
right corner is a moose, salmon, and a sled dog.

Language experts from around the Norton Sound
region. Together, they have created a glossary of
traditional knowledge in Indigenous languages.

Dear Friend,

Norton Sound Elders Create
Glossary for Research, Policy

Wintertime Alaska offers challenges and gifts.
It is a time for hibernation and enjoying the fish
and berries gathered during warmer months. The
sea ice makes it possible to hunt animals that
are too far out in the ocean during the summer
months. When daylight returns in early spring, the
ice and snow makes transportation easier.
For newcomers, the onset of winter darkness
and cold can be challenging. The season invites
us to dig deep and build resilience. But snow and
darkness, too, bring special gifts, like sledding
under northern lights that dance among the stars.
The longer winter means a deeper
appreciation of the Christmas message. It is fitting
that it is the middle of winter, when the world
is at its least hospitable, that God brings us the
gift of Immanuel, a savior who is with his people
amid suffering and joy.
Thank you for offering hope, warmth and
companionship over the airwaves this Christmas!

This fall, a group of Elders and language
experts created a glossary of terms for research,
science and policy in the English, Inupiaq, St.
Lawrence Island Yupik, and Yup’ik (or Yugtun)
languages.
The document is published by Kawerak, the
tribal non-profit for the region. Their goal is to
give researchers and decision-makers access to
the vital traditional knowledge of Elders in the
Norton Sound region. The translations will give
greater insight into how locals have survived, and
thrived, in the coastal Arctic context.
Julie Raymond-Yakoubian of Kawerak said
it is important that researchers collaborate with
native knowledge and culture. She told listeners
it’s vital to “make sure that Indigenous voices
are being heard and taking a lead in matters that
impact Indigenous people”.

I like winter in Alaska because I get to see the stars. If heaven is that beautiful
from below, the rest has to be so much better!

KNOM: Faith, Inspiration, News, and Education for Western Alaska

From the back of a truck, Father Kumar led a eucharistic procession through the streets of Nome.

Eucharistic Procession in
Nome Draws Crowd

After a dark and rainy week in Nome, the sun
shone through the clouds just in time for the
Feast of Our Lady of the Holy Rosary. This year
St. Joseph Church and KNOM celebrated Christ’s
presence in the Eucharist with a procession
through town.
Ever since he moved to Nome from India four
years ago, Father Kumar Pasala has dreamed of a
Eucharistic procession through town.
He told listeners that after seeing the
profound needs of his parishioners he felt a
deep desire to bring Jesus in the Eucharist to
all who live in Nome. With practical assistance

“Let us pray for the catechists,
summoned to announce the Word
of God: may they be its witnesses,
with courage and creativity and in
the power of the Holy Spirit.”
– Pope Francis’ prayer intention for
December 2021

from KNOM staff and volunteers, and their family
members, Father Kumar’s dream became a
blessing to the community.
It was a powerful scene: With a procession
route approved by City Manager Glenn
Steckman, police vehicles lined the route with
lights flashing to mark the way. As Father Kumar
led the monstrance through town and blessed
onlookers, the familiar sound of KNOM radiated
the Rosary and Christian music through car
radios. People waved and bowed and made
the sign of the cross, many raising their hands
in salute and solidarity as Father Kumar blessed
them with the Blessed Sacrament.
As organizer and participant Karla Calumet
writes, “one may never know all of the healings
that took place that evening in Nome. That is
between God and His people. One certainty
we have, however, is that as Catholics we know
Christ promised He is present in the Blessed
Sacrament. Thus, on October 7th, 2021 the
people of Nome were blessed to have Jesus
go among them as He was processed. ‘Oh
Sacrament most Holy, Oh Sacrament Divine, all
praise and adoration be forever thine!’”

Encountering Christ | Embracing Culture

Love is in
season at all
times and
within the
reach of every
hand.
- Mother
Theresa of
Calcutta
The KNOM staff would like to wish you a wonderful Christmas celebration! On the left are Denise Garcia
and Ron Sloane, who both began working for KNOM after the second picture was taken. On the right, in
the row closest to the camera from the bottom, are Cathy Rubano, Mary Ryan, Miriam Trujillo, KJ McElwee,
Tony Calumet, and Lynette Schmidt. In the second row, from the top, are Tate Coler, Ava Earthman, Sean
Milligan, Brisa Ashley and Davis Hovey.

New Spot Series: Living Out
Advent

Throughout the month of December, a
brand new series of spots written for Advent
invites listeners to reflection, contemplation,
and spiritual application. For four weeks, local
community members share how they experience
hope, love, joy, and peace as we await the birth of
Christ together.
You can follow along with the series on
KNOM’s website and on social media, where they
will be posted during each week of Advent.

Our Pledge to Benefactors

In its fiftieth year, the mission is re-stating its
commitment to you - our steadfast supporters
and friends.
KNOM’s philosophy of stewardship sets it
apart from many other charities. If you donate,
this is KNOM’s commitment to you:
• Your personal information has never, and
will never, be traded, sold, or otherwise
shared with anyone.
• Your contributions are essential to the
mission’s success. And you are more
important to KNOM than the size of any
gift.
• You are remembered in prayer.

•

KNOM will tell you the truth about our
finances, operations, and other aspects of
the organization.
• If you call during business hours, a real
person will answer. But rest assured, we
will never call you to ask for donations.
• There are no fundraising gimmicks,
premiums, or junk mail. No manufactured
crises. We trust God to meet our needs as
we make them known. Please do not feel
pressure to give more than you are able.
• KNOM stewards your gift by
communicating as much or as little as you
would like. We thank you in the manner
you prefer, whether electronically, with a
hand-signed paper note, or annually.
• Despite difficult experiences, we focus
on the good. Western Alaska is strong,
beautiful, faithful, and resilient and
deserves to be represented that way.
The pledge can be read in its entirety online at
KNOM.org.
Thank you, again, for the faithful support.
KNOM is funded nearly entirely by individual
benefactors and receives no diocesan funding.
Together, we radiate the mission’s special blend
of faith, inspiration, news, and information in
Western Alaska. You honor KNOM and we are
grateful for your trust.

Empowering Growth | Engaging the Listener

After Hours-Effort Saves
Christmas Day Play

This year, KNOM will ring in Christmas Day
with the old and the new! Due to staff shortages,
the traditional volunteer-led project of writing an
original Christmas play was canceled. However,
in a moment of clarity, KNOM volunteers knew
that they had to step in and save the play.
Les Brown dreamed up KNOM’s first
Christmas offering for this year: a retelling of
“The Gift of the Magi”. The classic tale is about a
couple who each sacrifice their dearest treasure
to buy each other a gift on Christmas. Their
gestures ultimately fall flat, but through their love
for each other the two discover the true wisdom
of the Magi.
“The Gift of the Magi” is a radio classic,
brought back to life with voices inside and
outside the radio mission and music handpicked
by Les. A cameo by his wife, Paula Brown, was a
particularly special Christmas gift.
The second radio play is an original story by
volunteer Miriam Trujillo. Featuring voices from
the station as well as local talent, it’s the story of
a lonely little girl named Florence who is invited
by Father Christmas to visit the North Pole on
Christmas Eve — if only she can figure out how to
get there in time. Through a series of adventures
and misadventures, little Florence learns the value
of keeping the Christmas spirit alive in her heart
all year long.
After the theatrical premiere on Christmas
Day, you can listen to the plays on KNOM.org.

This Christmas, Would You
Equip KNOM for the Future?

In 2016, KNOM dedicated its digital studies
in memory of late General Manager Tom Busch.
The digital system can be updated piece by piece,
rather than replacing entire studios — or worse,
the entire system — in the event of a failure.
As of this fall, nearly all KNOM’s monitors are
two to five years past their expected life span.
Several are permanently broken. Producers
currently have to restart studio computer systems
several times each day, running the risk of losing
precious recordings.

Engineer Les Brown investigates an aging monitor in
one of KNOM’s recording studios.

The way KNOM studios are set up, only the
monitor is in the studio while the hard-drives and
computers themselves are located in a separate
temperature-controlled rack room to prevent
overheating. This is made possible by a vast
network of crisscrossing cables, called KVMs, that
connect via long ethernet cables stretched from
the rack room through the ceiling or floor.
Contract engineer Van Craft has
recommended replacing all the outdated studio
monitors. Van has also recommended going
from two monitors per studio to larger single
curved monitors that don’t require the same
cabled connection. This would allow KNOM to
go from 16 monitors with corresponding KVM
cables for each to only using 8 monitors without
KVMs, greatly reducing clutter.
Additionally, KNOM is looking to update or
replace its entire broadcasting software. Whether
we continue using the current system or find one
that is more efficient, the price tag is estimated to
about $50,000.
Finally, KNOM also has an opportunity to
create a small remote recording studio in its
Anchorage office. This would enable staff and
volunteers outside of Nome to support on-air
operations through the secure private network
already in use. The engineers estimate the studio
will cost approximately $3,000.
If you would like to help with these initiatives,
please let us know you’d like to designate your
gift for the “Equipment Fund”.

Please consider KNOM in your estate planning.

