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Dear Friend,

Some newcomers are surprised to learn how
important good humor is to Western Alaska, a
region known for a pragmatic view of life. For
the Indigenous people groups in Western Alaska,
humor is a significant cultural value.
The ability to make a good joke can diffuse a
tough situation. Good humor gives strength to
stay positive and bring cheer to our neighbors. As
Western Alaskans know, making someone smile
is a great antidote for bitter hearts and bad days.
By staying positive in news coverage and
teaching announcers to speak with a smile
on their face, the radio signal lifts spirits and
highlights the good in our region. The core
message is, “You are loved.” “You matter.” “You
can accomplish your positive goals - and God is
with you.”
Thank you for supporting Catholic radio in
Western Alaska!

Here’s a prayer for every day:
Dear Lord, help me to listen, to
understand the feelings of my
friends in their moments of joy or
pain, happiness or sorrow.
Help me to hear the thoughts of
friends and relatives in good times
and in bad, as we face life together.
Help me to hear Your voice, God,
as You walk with me and guide me
each day.
Amen.

Viola “Vi” Waghiyi stands in front of the record wall
during a visit to KNOM.

Local Woman Appointed to
Presidential Council

Vi Waghiyi, an environmental justice
advocate, mother, and grandmother who grew
up in Savoonga has been appointed to a federal
advisory council on environmental justice.
“It is an honor, not only as a Sivuqaq Yupik
grandmother and Native Village of Savoonga
tribal citizen, but as an Arctic Indigenous person
who has been working on environmental health
and justice issues going on 19 years,” she told
listeners.
Waghiyi’s home community of Savoonga
has fought against pollution ever since the end
of the Cold War. That’s when they learned there
could be a connection between the many cases
of cancer in her community and military waste
on the island. In a 2017 interview with KNOM,
Waghiyi shared that several members of her
family have died from or struggled with cancer including both herself and her father.
C ontinued on P age 2.

KNOM: Faith, Inspiration, News, and Education for Western Alaska

C ontinued from P age 1.
The community’s struggle led to a
cleanup effort costing $123 million dollars,
after polychlorinated biphenyls (PCB),
organochlorine, pesticides, mercury, arsenic,
and other chemicals were found on the island.
Waghiyi recently described how people in the
Far North can be at the receiving end of pollution
created elsewhere.
“Even though we don’t have manufacturers
or chemical plants, we are finding them in our
backyards, in our lands and waters, in our bodies,
and in our most sacred traditional foods that have
sustained our people for millennia,” she said.
This means, across the Arctic, common
subsistence foods are polluted. That’s in part due
jet streams that seem perfectly situated to scoop
up polluted air and drop particles from across
the world into the Arctic. Thanks to the process
of ‘bioaccumulation’, that pollution lingers.
Much of the Indigenous subsistence diet comes
from animals at the top of the food chain. As
those mammals eat smaller creatures, each with
small amounts of toxins in them, the chemicals
accumulate in the larger animals, making the
meat and fat toxic for human consumption.
The advisory council was established to
confront environmental injustices. With diverse
participants, their hope is historically marginalized
communities that have seen more pollution may
have greater input. It will offer recommendations
on climate change mitigation and resilience,
toxins, pesticides, pollution reduction in
overburdened communities, and tribal and
Indigenous issues.
“It is so important because a lot of times we
are never at the table when decisions are being
made for us miles and miles away. This will
ensure that we have a voice at the White House,”
Waghiyi said.

When the going is uphill and you
feel down, think of the view from
the top.

Emergency Services Technician Rose Reale awaits
new travelers into Nome.

Nome Lifts Restrictions for
Vaccinated Travelers

After a year of severe travel restrictions that
required mandatory testing and quarantines, the
new ordinances are a relief to many in the region,
particularly those in the villages.
Due to the increased risk of catching
COVID-19 in places without sanitation or running
water, communities in the region were among
the first in the nation to have nearly their entire
adult population vaccinated against the disease.
As travel once again opens up, at least for
a large portion of the population, residents are
again able to receive medical care, go shopping,
and see family without a tedious and sometimes
costly quarantine in Nome.

“Let us pray that those in charge of finance will work with governments to
regulate the financial sphere and protect citizens from its dangers.”
— Pope Francis’ prayer intention for May 2021
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To the left is the US Coast Guard ship the Polar Star, the nation’s sole heavy class ice breaker. To the right
is the United States’ other ice breaker, the Healy. After the Polar Star’s return from 12 weeks in the northern
waters of the Bering Sea, the Healy is set to travel the Northwest Passage late this summer.

Breaking the Ice in the Arctic

Two different US Coast Guard ice breakers
will venture past Western Alaska this year, in what
locals and researchers are calling a strategic
message to assert American sovereignty to the
nation’s adversaries.
First, the vessel Polar Star spent 12 weeks
above the Arctic Circle, breaking a 40-year
wintertime absence. Then, the Coast Guard
announced the other ice breaker, Healy, will
travel the Northwest Passage this summer.
The trip is planned together with Canada,
in a move that shows unity between the two
Arctic neighbors. It reaffirms a treaty signed in
1988, agreeing that the United States will obtain
Canadian consent before taking icebreakers
through the passage. The United States came
close to overstepping the treaty in 2019, after
Russia attempted to restrict traffic in the Northern
Sea Route.
“I think it sends a clear message or agreement
to disagree… The official status of the Northwest
Passage is somewhat less important than being
able to collaborate and operate with expectations
and confidence with our partners,” Arctic security
researcher Troy Buffard told listeners.
The international rhetoric is followed closely
by locals, too. Austin Ahmasuk, who is a marine
advocate for the tribal nonprofit Kawerak, says
locals have a complicated dependence on

military decisions.
“I think what’s perhaps playing out, is a little
bit of rhetoric between countries that are kind of
escalating hot political topics, such as, security
interests, national defense, that kind of thing. I
don’t think that we in the Arctic want to be in the
middle of an arms race or political stage playing
that puts us in jeopardy. Of course, we have
to work internationally, as much as possible to
ensure that peace occurs in the Arctic,” Ahmasuk
shared.
He also pointed out that while the military
offers jobs and economic growth to many in
the region, they have also done things that are
detrimental to communities, such as toxic waste
left behind. In fact, he pointed out, historical
documents show the ship’s namesake - Captain
Michael Healy - was involved in an 1882
bombardment of an Alaska Native village.
Ahmasuk says he is hopeful that as more ice
melts, trips like the Healy’s upcoming Northwest
Passage journey could be a chance to improve
communication between federal agencies and
Indigenous people.
“I hope that the Coast Guard can learn
from our communities and compare how our
communities contrast: how our communities
might be involved in this new era — this relatively
new era that we’re trying to figure out now,”
Ahmasuk said.
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Dogs and mushers getting ready for the start of a local race Nome Kennel Club held earlier this spring.

Hometown Musher Sets His
Eyes on Next Year’s Iditarod

The 2021 Iditarod was a great race for Nome
musher Aaron Burmeister, with the best finish in
all his 27 races. Burmeister finished second, just
three hours behind winner Dallas Seavey.
This year, he said, the race was very different.
“You know it’s a different event when you’re not
going to Nome... It was certainly a world-class
dog sled race, but it wasn’t the Iditarod or it didn’t
feel like the Iditarod because you didn’t have the
villages, you didn’t have the people and friends
along the Yukon River and the Coast,” Burmeister
told listeners.
He said the only difference leading up to the
race was the training schedule.
“We certainly spent a lot more time with them

and on the trail this winter, because there was
nothing else to do, and we didn’t go out and do
any socializing,” Burmeister shared.
Now, he has his sights on Iditarod 2022 - the
50th anniversary of the race. ”I’m planning on that
being my last Iditarod, but my goal is to bring the
victory home to Nome next year. We’ll be just as
focused, train just as tough of a dog team, and
hopefully be able to bring that victory home to
Nome.”

Learn something new today,
just for the sake of learning. Say
something nice to someone today,
just for the sake of saying it.

Please consider KNOM in your estate planning.

