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Davis Hovey, operations manager, and Christopher
Clarke of the National Weather Service install a new
weather gauge. Read more on page 4.

Charlotte Apatiki, Gambell city clerk, at her desk.
She says she is trying to work out how to keep her
children entertained during the village lockdown.

Dear Friend,

Village Locks Down as Virus
Moves Through Region

KNOM is in it for the long haul. The mission’s
deep roots and long-term presence in Western
Alaska empower growth.
For listeners, KNOM is a place for local
voices to be heard. Daily newscasts and live
programming from important statewide events,
such as the Alaska Federation of Natives
Convention, connects rural residents to a wider
community.
For staff and volunteers, the station is a place
to learn. Many broadcasters have taken their
first radio steps at KNOM. It is a safe place to try
new things, stretch one’s limits, and discover the
potential God has placed in each of us.
Thank you for supporting a faithful radio
presence in Western Alaska!

Don’t let comfort make you forget
your need for God.

With more than thirty people testing positive
for COVID-19 in Gambell, and nearly 100 active
cases in the region, residents have made major
adjustments.
At the grocery store, which serves the entire
community of 700, the phone line is constantly
busy. Residents are asked to form a line, while
standing six feet apart, and wait for the store clerk
to deliver their groceries.
Village lockdowns exacerbate existing
challenges. Several times this season, cargo
planes with food have failed to land. This spring
and summer, a broken fuel line meant rationing
gas - in the middle of the subsistence hunt.
“We haven’t had any eggs and fresh produce
in quite a while,” said city clerk Charlotte Apatiki.
She says while it would be nice to have eggs
for baking projects to keep her six children
entertained, she doubts the family will go hungry.
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“Most of us, if we were lucky to have gas
during the spring harvest, are living on Native
foods and fish,” Apatiki says.
The mayor of Gambell, Joel James, spoke on
the phone in the middle of the day: “I’m a very
busy man. I was delivering toilet paper to people
in isolation.” He says the community is prepared:
if the outbreak grows and more people are sick,
there are still enough quarantine units available.

Restorative Remarks: An Elder’s Path to Healing
The grocery store in Gambell serves the entire
community. With the rising number of COVID-19
cases, it currently only allows phone orders.

“When I climbed down into that
valley, my instinct told me I had to make
sure there was a way to climb back out. I
knew I needed some lifelines... I thought
about the lifelines that were there for me...
In the stormiest times of my journey, their
presence had confirmed for me there’s an
existence of a heavenly Father...
He first took me by the hand and
said, I am going to lead you to the corner
of your heart that is broken. I will be with
you every step of the way as you heal your
broken hurt. When you suffer, I will meet
you with a suffering love. Because I, too, am
acquainted with suffering.”

Since a young mother, Florence Okpealuk, went
missing in Nome, old wounds have been reopened. Photo from a recent march for missing and
murdered indigenous women.

“We pray that the progress of
robotics and artificial intelligence
may always serve humankind.”
— Pope Francis’ prayer intention for
November 2020

Those are the words of Mary Miller, from a
keynote address for the Alaska Native Children
of Alcoholics conference in 1995. Miller was an
esteemed elder; active in the Lutheran church,
assisted numerous programs to benefit the
villages, and was a major figure in the indigenous
sobriety movement.
Miller, in the voice of Sherri Anderson,
describes her own journey of recovery. She
speaks about needing to face the weight of
traumatic childhood experiences in order to find
healing and freedom from patterns of addiction.
The speech was adapted for radio in
partnership with the hospital’s Native Connections
Program, and voiced by Sherri Anderson.
The first in a series, Miller’s remarks can be
heard here.

Encountering Christ | Embracing Culture

Davis Hovey, operations manager, and Ric Schmidt, interim general manager, moonlight as play-by-play
sports announcers for a volleyball game at Nome-Beltz High School.

Profile: High School Teacher
to Mentor Young Scientists

Dr. Anthony Husemann, a Nome science
teacher, was recently awarded funds for students
to conduct independent research projects for
national science fairs and competitions. The
prestigious grant is only awarded to 66 teachers
nation-wide.
Among other things, the funds cover lab kits
students can use whether at school or learning
at home. Previous student projects have been
developed into patentable products.
Ultimately, Husemann hopes to awaken an
interest in the STEM fields. He described giving his
Personal Finance class copies of a newspaper and
asking students to note what jobs consistently
come available: many of them at the hospital or
smaller village clinics.
“A wonderful spinoff of this would be if
students became interested in science and in
bioscience and biomedicine and medical science
through it, that we get a significant number of
new CNAs, nurses, and PAs, etc coming out of
our own school system. ... The hope would be
that we can create a cadre of young scientists
coming out of the high schools who go to
universities and come back to our communities
and serve them,” Husemann said.

Sportscasting: Nome Volleyball Seniors On the Court
“The alumni team have a one-point
lead here; Senora Ahmasuk is serving...
Nice jump serve! That was going in the
back corner. Claire Hansen gets it over too,
Senora sets it up for the alumni, Carrie is
rolling it over to Megan who is going to just
tip it over the net, and that’s enough to get
them a POINT! 6-4 to Alumni!”
That’s what it sounds like when KNOM radio
announcers turn into high school sportscasters
on a Friday night.
For a long time, no sports events were
scheduled for this school year. The Nome
women’s high school volleyball team thought
they wouldn’t play at all this year. However, one
dedicated coach called around and found local
alumni who were willing to play against the
seniors for a one-night-only Senior Night game.
Then, a phone call came from the radio
station that normally broadcasts the games. Their
staff was unavailable that night: could someone
from KNOM come help?
The school’s student activities set up cameras
so people could watch online, and KNOM
provided audio. The announcers said they were
grateful to help recognize students together with
listeners across the region.
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Left: Sophia DeSalvo from Lafayette,
LA, Cathy Rubano from Port Saint Lucie,
FL and Colin O’Connor from Sheffield
Lake, OH join KNOM as the 2020-21
volunteer fellowship cohort.
Below: New General Manager Tony
Calumet sits at the helm.
Bottom: Broadcast legend Tom
Busch in the studio on the first day
of broadcast; July 14, 1971. Photo by
George Sabo.

New Faces, New Duties

Despite a later start to the year and quarantine
restrictions, the 2020-21 volunteer cohort is off and running.
They are joined by a new General Manager, Tony
Calumet. He comes to Western Alaska from Iowa, where he
was the Executive Director of Iowa Catholic Radio.
The volunteers are already making KNOM history by
taking their own weather measurements. The station is now
conducting temperature and precipitation measurements
for the National Weather Service (NWS), as a NWS co-op
member. Although Nome has several other measurement
points, when the NWS office in Nome closes next year
KNOM will be one of few places for daily readings and critically - the only place for snow accumulation records.
Longtime Nome weather forecaster Christopher Clarke
briefly returned to help KNOM set up the equipment.
Together he and Operations Manager Davis Hovey “lamented
the drudgery of digging in permafrost”.

Lord, help me to be a
friend to all who need me.
Show me how to share
Your love.

Tom Busch: Radio Visionary

November 1, 2020, was the 10th anniversary of the
passing of KNOM legend Tom Busch. General manager of
KNOM for nearly three decades, Tom was a warm voice on a
cold day and a bright presence on the air during the darkest
months. He loved Western Alaska.
Because of Tom’s dedication, his influence lives on in the
mission. Tom’s dream was to convert KNOM’s analog audio
system to digital. It would cost less to run, be easier to fix, cut
production time, and allow for greater variety in the finished
product.
Ten years later, Tom’s vision has become a reality. His
dedication to young talent means incoming volunteers now
learn production in KNOM’s new digital studios.

Please consider KNOM in your estate planning.

