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Dear Friend of KNOM,

John’s Gospel describes the
commissioning of the disciples at the Last
Supper: Jesus wrapped a towel around his
waist and began to wash their feet, instructing
them to do the same for others.
In service to others, the towel can be
replaced by medical scrubs, a teacher’s
books, a fisherman’s net, a mother’s apron, or
even a military uniform. All who serve know
their work has a purpose and benefits others.
KNOM listeners were introduced to Paul
Simon Bekoalok, a 28-year veteran of the
Alaska Army National Guard. Like anyone
commissioned with purpose for the other’s
benefit, Paul proudly wore his uniform and
is emphatic that he has no regrets for his
service. Peace becomes possible in a life
lived without regret in service to God and
community.
Thank you for bringing hope and peace to
Western Alaska!

“We do not want a Church that
will move with the world. We
want a Church that will move
the world.”
— G.K. Chesterton

“The fruit of love is service,
which is compassion in action.”
— Saint Teresa of Calcutta

Alaska Army National Guard veteran Paul Bekoalok holds
the cross he wore during tours of duty in Kuwait and Iraq.

‘No Regrets’
In 1981, as the New Year welcomed longer
days, Paul Simon Bekoalok joined the Alaska
Army National Guard. He was fulfilling a
promise made to a local recruiter, who met him
on a routine trip to Shaktoolik. This promise
would become a lifetime of service to his
country, as Paul ultimately served twenty-eight
years with the AANG, including multiple tours in
Kuwait and Iraq. He was honorably discharged
in 2009 after injuries suffered overseas, but Paul
still has his uniform and his favorite pair of sandcolored boots.
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After 9/11, he became the first sergeant
in Nome and was previously the only AANG
member stationed in Shaktoolik, affectionately
referring to himself as the “Lone Guardsman.”
He still has a photo of himself walking a flag
down his village street, taken during a Fourth of
July parade in the early 90s. His community has
always supported him. They hosted a potluck
in his honor when he was deployed to Iraq and
sent Christmas cards to his base.
When I visited Shaktoolik to chat with
Paul and learn about his story, he spoke about
his appreciation for all that KNOM does for
Western Alaska. He believes that he has been
very fortunate in life. He wishes this same
fortune onto others and, in a touching gesture,
presented the cross he wore during his service
overseas to me.
He said he wanted it to live at KNOM now,
and for the station to continue living out a
message of kindness and compassion in our
community. Paul Simon Bekoalok was clear to
say he has no regrets.
— volunteer fellow JoJo Phillips

Paul Bekoalok, proudly holding a photo of
himself bearing the flag during a 1990s-era
Fourth of July parade in Shaktoolik.

A ‘Summit’ for Reindeer

Reindeer herding is the “only viable northern
agricultural pursuit,” says Nome-area herder Ann
Davis, “and reindeer are fun!” Plus, they’re good for
the subsistence economy; their meat is a source of
sustenance, and reindeer parts like hooves and hide
can be used for arts and crafts.
Earlier this summer, Ann and husband Bruce
hosted a “summit” introducing local youth to their
line of work: reindeer herding at their Midnite Sun
Reindeer Ranch.
Reindeer herding has a value that’s perhaps even
greater than its economic benefits: it keeps alive
generations of indigenous subsistence knowledge
and tradition. It’s a distinctively Western Alaskan
profession, and as the Davises tell KNOM listeners, the
kids love it.
Images, near right: A reindeer at the Davises’ ranch;
Jackie Hrabok-Leppajarvi of the University of Alaska–
Fairbanks shows kids how to lasso.
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Images above: Tyler Ivanoff, holding the bottle he found on the shore near Shishmaref on August 5; the
letter itself. Images courtesy Tyler Ivanoff.

Time in a Bottle

When Tyler Ivanoff and a few friends strolled
along the shore near Shishmaref on August
5, they were looking for firewood and picking
berries. What Ivanoff found, instead, was a halfcentury-old message in a bottle that had washed
up after a long, long journey from the opposite
side of the Pacific Ocean.
The green bottle was well-sealed, its
contents well-preserved. “I could see inside the
bottle there was a note,” Ivanoff told KNOM
listeners. “My kids were pretty excited. They were
wondering if it was a pirate’s note or treasure.”
Ivanoff recognized the handwritten note
was Russian, but translating it was beyond his
expertise. He posted about his lucky find on
social media, where it soon “went viral,” shared
more than 1,000 times. The cursive Cyrillic script
was roughly translated, with the recipient invited
to respond:
A heartfelt hello from the Russian fareastern fleet of Vladivostok. Greetings to
you. Whoever finds this bottle is asked to
inform this address: city of Vladivostok — 43
ВДХФ п/б Сулак. Attention all hands, I wish
everyone good health, longevity, and happy
sailing.
The letter was dated June 20, 1969, one
month before the Apollo 11 moon landing;
Ivanoff found it 50 years, six weeks, and 4 days
after its author had put pen to paper. Vladivostok
is 2,775 miles from Shishmaref. It’s a coastal city

in southeastern Russia, nestled on the Sea of
Japan just a few miles from borders with China
and North Korea.
Ivanoff’s social media post soon caught
the attention of network Russia 1, whose
reporters tracked down the identity of its author:
Anatoliy Botsanenko. He now lives in the city of
Sevastopol, Ukraine, on the Crimean Peninsula
in the Black Sea, on the other side of the world
from Vladivostok. But in 1969, Botsanenko was
a captain in the Russian navy in his mid-thirties.
He supervised construction of the Sulak and then
sailed on it till 1970.
In a meeting with Russian reporters,
Botsanenko, now in his eighties, confirmed the
letter to be his own. “Yes!”, he said, amid joyful
tears, “I always wrote like that.” He also said that,
at the time, he was the youngest captain sailing in
the Pacific, at the age of only 33.
Back in Shishmaref, Ivanoff says he isn’t sure
if he’ll follow Botsanenko’s 50-year-old request
to respond with a letter of his own. “But,” Ivanoff
adds, “that’s something I could probably do with
my kids in the future. Just send a message in a
bottle out there and see where it goes…”

If loving every one of your
neighbors were easy, it wouldn’t be
a commandment.
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Let Us Pray

KNOM listeners have ample opportunities
for daily reflection. In addition to
broadcasting inspirational spots — with
messages like those seen in the grey boxes in
each Static — KNOM also pauses for prayer
at 8:30am on weekdays, at 3:00pm every
day, and each night from 9 to 10pm for a
devotional hour including the Holy Rosary
and Chaplet of Divine Mercy. At midnight
daily, listeners hear the prayer said on KNOM
during its very first broadcast on July 14, 1971.
It’s a petition that KNOM will “always be an
instrument of good news in spreading the joy
and peace of Christ, Our Lord” to its listeners.
You can hear that prayer — and explore
the station’s weekly schedule — at knom.org.
A Golden City — Massive gold dredges like this one dot the Nome landscape. At one time, these
dredges used large, cast-iron buckets on looped conveyor belts to scoop the beds of shallow ponds,
sending soil through sluicing drums to extract the precious metal. The long-dormant dredges have become
curiosities and tourist attractions. This one, Swanberg Dredge, is Nome’s most famous, and each March, it
even marks the last mile of the Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race.

From the GM’s Desk
“What a gift to share these stories of
hope and connection across nations
and generations. This month, we are
also privileged to honor the service
of Paul Simon Bekoalok in our new
inspirational spot series highlighting
Western Alaska veterans and their
stories. Thank you for your service
to our country and region with your
prayers and dedication. May God bless
you as October arrives.”
Margaret A. DeMaioribus
General Manager
Cultural Connections — It’s no easy feat to travel to
places like Provideniya, Nome’s “sister city” in the Russian
district of Chukotka. KNOM recently profiled the red
tape and logistics involved in making “friendship flights”
connecting the two regions. Both cities share a common
culture and history — evidenced in musical ensembles
like the New Chapilino Dance Group, pictured above,
which could easily be mistaken for an ensemble in
KNOM country. Photo courtesy Tandy Wallack.

“That politicians, scientists and
economists work together to
protect the world’s seas and
oceans.”
— Pope Francis’ prayer intention
for September 2019

Pl e a se co n si d e r K NOM in your es tate planning .

