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During an April NYO competition in Nome, local student Elden Cross participates in the two-foot high kick,
in which athletes aim to touch with their feet a sealskin beanbag at increasing heights. In this photo series,
Cross reaches a height of about eight feet.

Dear Friend of KNOM,

Western Alaska is a land of extremes:
winter’s darkness and summer’s midnight sun,
the Bering Sea, vast stretches of treeless tundra,
thriving communities and roadless infrastructure. Gracefully overcoming these challenges
is a source of pride and satisfaction to Western
Alaskans. A minimalist lifestyle, with its lack of
distractions, cultivates a focus on the values that
are most important: faith, loved ones, and community. Each Easter season reaffirms God’s love
and the dignity of His people.
Thank you for rejoicing in Western Alaska’s
gritty beauty through KNOM!

Each new batch of dirty dishes
and dirty laundry, along with
every dirty floor, reminds me that
God repeatedly takes my sinful
ways and reconciles them back to
holiness.

Native Youth Olympians

Native Youth Olympics (NYO) events — like
the Eskimo stick pull, seal hop, kneel jump, scissor broad jump, and high kick — all connect to
skills needed for subsistence. The competitions
test athlete core strength, agility, and endurance,
and they build fine and gross motor muscles. The
stick pull, for instance, involves a slick, greased
dowel that two competitors hold at the same
time, each trying to wrest away from the other.
Hand grip is needed to clutch a newly-caught,
slimy fish from a stream or river. The various
jumping events teach dexterity and precision on
ice, such as while hunting for seal and walrus. The
jumps can also serve as a means of communication or a lookout for hunting parties approaching
from a distance.
For Western Alaska youth and the communities that support them, NYO is cherished for
team-building, fostering self-esteem and Native
pride. Athlete support and camaraderie are integral to training and competition.
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Race Season Wraps in the Arctic

The Kobuk 440 Sled Dog Race brought Alaska’s
wintertime “race season” to a close. Ryan Redington
was the first to finish the race from Kotzebue to the
village of Kobuk and back. The 2019 champion is the
grandson of the late Joe Redington, Sr., known as the
“Father of the Iditarod.”
Father and son Ketil and Martin Reitan competed in the Kobuk 440 as part of an epic mushing
adventure: first along the Iditarod Trail (Anchorage–Nome), then to Kotzebue, Kobuk, Kotzebue, and
finally to their hometown of Kaktovik — a 2,400 mile
journey the elder Reitan quipped was a “camping trip.”
Images, top and middle left: A Kobuk 440 sled
dog rests in straw while other teams stand ready to leave
the starting line in Kotzebue; volunteer fellow Emily Hofstaedter, reporting from the Kobuk 440 trail.

We don’t grow by chasing ourselves
in small circles of regret for our own
human weaknesses. We don’t grow by
turning the spotlight of our attention
upon the mistakes of others, either.
We grow by focusing our minds
and hearts on Christ and dedicating
ourselves to His service.

Studios, Doubly Blessed

First, Bishop Chad Zielinski of the Diocese of
Fairbanks blessed the KNOM studios during a recent
visit to Nome.
The second blessing was a reduction in utilities.
KNOM’s digital studio expansion, which was finalized
in 2017, added 1,450 square feet of space to the mission’s Nome broadcast center. However, the combination of super-insulation and an efficient furnace
actually decreased the fuel consumption! An annual
average of 75 fewer gallons, at $5.16/gallon, saves
$381.84. What’s more, motion-detected LED lighting
and solid-state equipment also cut electricity usage
for the Nome studios by a whopping 9,447 kWh per
year! At 34.1 cents per kWh, that’s $3,221.43 saved.
Image, bottom left: Bishop Chad blesses KNOM
studios with holy water during his visit in February.
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Photos: student Shea Matthias competes in the Yup’ik Spelling Bee for Beginners (photo courtesy of Freda
Dan); Jevon Annogiyuk’s painting of bowhead whales (photo courtesy of Bobby Bolen).

Bee-utifully Learning Yup’ik

The 8th Annual Yup’ik Spelling Bee for
Beginners isn’t just about putting letters in the
correct order. It’s about revitalizing a language
through a new generation.
Spelling bee coach Becky Atchak trains
students in Stebbins, which sent three middleschoolers to the Anchorage bee with four students from Nunam Iqua. “I’ve always heard my
parents speaking in Yup’ik, and it’s easier for me
to learn the sounds and look at the words, because I grew up with it. It was already acquired,”
Atchak says. Her pupils have a more difficult time
because they don’t have experience with Yup’ik
outside the classroom. The bee tests spelling, as
well as Native language nuances, including its
grammar and syllable sounds, which are quite
different from English.
The Yup’ik spelling bee wouldn’t be possible without organizer Freda Dan. Unlike Atchak,
Dan did not grow up speaking Yup’ik. The bee
was a way to offer her young children and their
peers a new way for learning the language. Dan
says, “Coming into contact with these young
people who were so dedicated and had such
a strong desire to be connected with their language, it’s kept me intertwined and connected. It
motivates me to go on every year.” One mother

said her son would take the list of assigned words
to bed with him, drifting off to sleep with the list
still in his hands.
“The students that are participating… you
can see the hunger in them that they’re wanting to learn, because they know that this is their
indigenous language,” Dan says. “They wish that
they could speak fluently, so they’re hungry for it.”

BSSD Art in Juneau

“Alaska’s Heart Through Student Art” featured artwork from four students in the Bering
Strait School District. In late March, these creative
representations of life and culture in Western
Alaska were displayed in Juneau.
High school senior Lindsay Sinnok from
Shishmaref contributed handmade, beaded maklaks (footwear), an homage to traditional, Inupiaq
skin-sewing. Fifth-grader Tyler Milligrock of Little
Diomede submitted a hand-etched ulu (traditional knife used for cutting fish). Gambell high
school freshman Jeremy Koozaata contributed
an ink drawing depicting three Yup’ik masks from
his home region, St. Lawrence Island. Savoonga
11th-grader Jevon Annogiyuk showcased his
painting of a personified whale in the sea.
You’ll find images of all these artworks in a
story on knom.org.
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We can’t forget the amazing thing You did, Lord, with five loaves and two fish:
You fed thousands. I place what little I have into Your basket, to be multiplied
and benefit Your people.

Engineering, By Snowshoe

A sled and snowshoes became necessary equipment for an otherwise-routine visit to
KNOM’s AM transmitter site. General manager
Margaret DeMaioribus and visiting engineer Van
Craft donned snowshoes to aid their trek over
several feet of accumulated snow to the transmitter site, about 300 feet from the road. Craft
used a sled to help haul replacement parts for
the important studio-to-transmitter link. The STL
enables KNOM studios in town to transfer the
broadcast signal to the AM site for transmission
throughout the station’s 100,000-square-mile
listening area.
Regular maintenance checks and hardware updates like these are essential to smooth
mission operations. Many thanks to Van, and fellow engineer Les Brown, for all of their guidance
— and for making treks across the snowy tundra,
when necessary!
Photos above: In snowshoes, Van Craft traverses drifts on the path to the AM transmitter site,
pulling behind him a sled with replacement parts.

From the GM’s Desk
“Thank you for keeping KNOM on the
air through another winter season. Snow
was piled high up to the windows of the
KNOM station this year. Shoveling was daily
exercise. Treks out to the transmitter site on
snowshoes were common. In all the daily
duties, you kept our minds, hearts, and spirits energized. With summer almost here, I
want to thank you for the mission moments
you made possible. Thanks for pulling that
sled with us.”
Margaret A. DeMaioribus, General Manager

“That the Church in Africa, through
the commitment of its members,
may be the seed of unity among her
peoples and a sign of hope for this
continent.”
— Pope Francis’ prayer intention for
May 2019

Pl e a se co n si d e r K NOM in your es tate planning .

