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Photos: Scattered coastal sea ice along the shore of Nome last month (a sight more typical of May than of
March); Bishop Chad Zielinski inside KNOM studios, recording messages for broadcast.

Dear Friend of KNOM,

Bishop Fulton Sheen once said that “unless
there is a Good Friday in your life, there can be no
Easter Sunday.”
KNOM’s Holy Week programming is modified from the usual playlists and newscasts to
reflect the solemnity of the liturgies, then crescendos with the broadcast of Mass live from St.
Joseph Catholic Church on Easter Sunday morning.
Thank you for bringing the sacred to the
airwaves of Western Alaska, especially for the
faithful in villages without a priest to celebrate
Mass.

“For doctors and their humanitarian
collaborators in war zones, who
risk their lives to save the lives of
others.”
— Pope Francis’ prayer intention for
April 2019

Too Little Ice, Too Much
Snow

Western Alaska temperatures have been
trending higher, coastal sea ice cover is far below
normal, and storm after storm has brought one of
the greatest snow accumulations in Nome history.
Of all these trends, the lack of sea ice
cover is likely the most alarming and disruptive
for Western Alaska residents. Many traditional
subsistence activities, like wintertime crabbing
and marine mammal hunting, depend on a significant layer of sea ice. Traditionally, a mile or more
of thick ocean ice extends from shore. In modern
times, the ice is typically strong enough to accommodate pickup trucks and snowmachines
using the ice as a wintertime highway.
This year, however, sea ice formation has
been greatly diminished, made worse by a series of storms that eroded the existing ice. One
regional climatologist reported that, between
January 25 and March 2, off the coast of Western
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I believe in the sun even when it’s not shining. I believe in love even when I
can’t feel it. I believe in God even when He is silent.

Bishop Chad Zielinski (center, back row) with parishioners of Nome’s St. Joseph Catholic Church.

“T oo L ittle I ce ...,” page 1
Alaska, a patch of sea ice the size of the state of
Montana melted or dissipated into open water
— during a time of year when the ice is typically
thickening, not breaking and shrinking.
Solid shore ice provides a buffer against
storm surges. The absence of sea ice in recent
years has allowed debris to blow onto shore and
elevates the risk of flooding and erosion. Thin
or patchy ice can make travel dangerous, since
snowmachine riders may fall through the ice or
become stranded on an iceberg.
The lack of sea ice affected this year’s Iditarod, too, forcing an overland reroute of the trail
to avoid the now-open-water shortcut across the
Norton Bay.
Meanwhile, the 2018-19 winter is in
Nome’s top 3 snowiest on record.
Throughout each day, KNOM broadcasts
information on sea ice cover, developing weather
events, and marine and regional forecasts. Details
on shifts in weather patterns, like this winter’s sea
ice and snow abnormalities, are also an ongoing
focus of KNOM News.
continued from

Bishop Chad Visits Nome

Bishop Chad Zielinski recently visited
Nome, and KNOM studios, as part of a tour of
parishes throughout the Diocese of Fairbanks,
which includes the far-flung parishes of Western
Alaska and the KNOM listening area.
Bishop Chad wants to promote healing and reconciliation for all victims of abuse.
While in Nome, Bishop Chad spoke at length
with KNOM about his and the diocese’s efforts to
reach out to those who are hurting and to move
forward in faith, hope, and genuine community.
(You’ll find many of Bishop Chad’s remarks in a
detailed report on knom.org.)
Bishop Chad also took time to bless the
KNOM studios with holy water and celebrated
Sunday Mass at nearby St. Joseph Catholic
Church, in a service broadcast to thousands on
KNOM AM/FM.
KNOM enjoys a cordial partnership with
Bishop Chad and the Diocese of Fairbanks. The
Catholic radio mission operates as a financially
independent ministry.

Encountering Christ | Embracing Culture

Photos: clockwise from top: Bishop Chad blesses
the studio beside Nome resident Daniel Komok; snow
covered Nome’s streets and countryside last month —
and made for slower running on parts of the Iditarod trail;
Iditarod musher Jessica Klejka at the ceremonial race start
in Anchorage; sled dogs from the team of Norwegian
musher Joar Leifseth Ulsom; an aerial view of the checkpoint of Rainy Pass; Iditarod 2019 champion Pete Kaiser
and his team mush down the Unalakleet River. (Iditarod
pictures: Zachariah Hughes, Alaska Public Media.)

“The Lord measures out
perfection neither by the
multitude nor the magnitude of
our deeds, but by the manner
in which we perform them.”
– St. John of the Cross
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A Win for Western Alaska

The 1,000-mile Iditarod Trail Sled Dog
Race returned to Alaska for its 47th running last
month. After 9 days, 12 hours, 39 minutes, and 6
seconds, Bethel musher Pete Kaiser became the
first Yup’ik person to claim an Iditarod championship. He bested 2018 champ Joar Leifseth Ulsom
to the finish line by a margin of just 12 minutes.
KNOM provided comprehensive coverage for a region eager for developments in the
epic “Last Great Race.” KNOM staff, along with
volunteer alumni Ben Matheson and Zachariah
Hughes, provided updates and trail stories for
listeners through a partnership with Alaska Public
Media. You’ll find many fascinating stories, with
photos and audio, at knom.org.
Images above, clockwise from top left: Pete
Kaiser enters the “chute” immediately before the
Nome finish line; a victorious Pete Kaiser*; a large
crowd of Bethel residents flew to Nome to see Kaiser win the Iditarod, one of whom held a sign reading “Just a Kid from Bethel! Go Pete!”*; the “Burled
Arch” marking the Iditarod finish line in Nome.
(* = Photo via Zachariah Hughes, APM.)

From the GM’s Desk
“More sunlight this time of year and
energy from races brings hope and excitement. Spring and summer are right around
the corner. Hope also blossoms with a visit
and blessing of the station by Bishop Chad
Zielinski. KNOM is here to companion on
the journey of life in each season: the dark
and the light; the highs and the lows; the
defeats and victories. Thank you for companioning along the way.”
Margaret A. DeMaioribus, General Manager

“As Lent is the time for greater love,
listen to Jesus’ thirst. He knows
your weakness. He wants only your
love, wants only the chance to love
you.”
–Saint Teresa of Calcutta

Pl e a se co n si d e r K NOM in your es tate planning .

