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Gretchen and Deacon Bob Froehle in KNOM studios this autumn; Bob and Gretchen with Father Ross Tozzi
and Bishop Donald Kettler at Deacon Bob’s ordination in November 2011.

Dear Friend of KNOM,

Stay awake! Prepare! Rejoice! Hail Mary!
These exclamations for each of the four
weeks of Advent become the basis for hope
when pressed against the snowy darkness of
Western Alaska.
The Gospel of the first week of Advent
implores us to resist a hibernation of isolation
and fatigue that comes with winter. The second
week’s Gospel compels us beyond alertness and

“‘I am not alone at all,’ I thought.
I was never alone at all. And
that, of course, is the message of
Christmas: we are never alone. Not
when the night is darkest, the wind
coldest, the world seemingly most
indifferent. For this is still the time
God chooses.”
— Taylor Caldwell

to action — to get busy. Gaudete Sunday of the
third week of Advent adds joy to the mix, seeking
and praising God for His goodness.
The fourth message of “Hail Mary” bears
witness to God’s gift of Christ Jesus, born to a
Holy Family, and the preciousness of new life.
KNOM’s on-air programming reflects the
Advent progression toward hope. Thank you for
exclaiming the Good News with KNOM!

Farewell, Froehles!

Gretchen and Deacon Bob Froehle will
celebrate this Christmas in Anchorage after 16
years in Nome. They were active leaders at St. Joseph Catholic Church in Nome and at KNOM, often lending their voices to inspirational spots and
other productions. Bob also served on KNOM’s
board of directors for six years. After his ordination in November 2011, Deacon Bob led services
at St. Joseph’s when a priest was not available to
celebrate Mass.
We wish Gretchen and Bob many happy
years in Anchorage!

K NOM: Fa i t h , I n sp i r at i o n, N ews , and E ducation for Wes tern Alaska

People can be a lot like
silverware. Some are like a knife:
their words and actions can
be divisive, sharp, and cutting.
Others can be like a fork: they
poke and prod to control.
Spoons can scoop people and
uplift them. They’re helpful,
gently moving, and guiding to
where they should go.
God, please help me to be a
serving spoon.
Above: Pilot Mason Andrews in KNOM studios.

The Teenager Who Flew
Around the World

What maintenance prevents — Thanks to visiting engineer Les Brown and Nome technicians,
KNOM was able to avert a potentially serious
headache at its AM transmitter site. During annual maintenance, a fuel line, already scheduled
for replacement, was discovered to be severely
deteriorated. Safety checks like these are vital; in
this case, they prevented any fuel from leaking.

A Child is born for us, Your Son
is given to us. Your eternal Word
leaped down from heaven in the
silent watches of the night, and
now, your church is filled with
wonder at the nearness of her
God. Open our hearts to receive
His life, and increase our vision
with the rising dawn, that our
lives may be filled with His glory
and His peace forever.

Rural Alaskans are frequently in the company
of outstanding pilots, but when Mason Andrews arrived in Nome in late September, he was exceptional
even by local standards. The eighteen-year-old was
on the cusp of breaking three world records: as the
youngest pilot to successfully circumnavigate the
globe and the youngest to fly solo across both the
Atlantic and Pacific Oceans.
Mason told KNOM that he undertook the
journey out of a love for aviation and also to give
back to charity. His flight helped to support summer
camps for children with medical needs in his home
state, Louisiana.
You can hear Mason’s story in a Profile by
volunteer fellow Katie Kazmierski on knom.org.

Good News in the Air

Diomede is likely the most isolated of the
many remote villages within KNOM’s listening area.
Until recently, it was common for the village to have
no transportation for weeks at a time. As of this
autumn, Diomede’s transportation situation is on
course for improvement: the community is finally
included in the FAA’s Essential Air Service program.
EAS helps provide flights for places that
would otherwise be unserved or underserved by
commercial air travel. In the program’s inception in
the late 1970s, during airline deregulation, Diomede

Encountering Christ | Embracing Culture

An aerial view of Diomede during the summer months, similar to one passengers might see while approaching the island community via helicopter, its main means of transportation to the mainland.

was deemed ineligible for the EAS program because there were no regular passenger flights at
the time. As recently as 2012, residents could only
fly to Diomede “standby” on a mail carrier — if
there was enough room among the parcels.
Until four months ago, Diomede was the
only place in the entire United States that was not
covered by EAS. This had left local residents at
the mercy of helicopter flights on limited schedules, compounded by high costs and frequent
threats of flight cancellations due to weather or
technical problems. (Diomede’s traditional, winter-only runway, made of packed ice and intended for small bush airplanes, has not been built
in recent years, partly due to unreliable weather
conditions.) Such issues often leave “Diomeders”
stranded for long periods of time, whether in the
village or in Nome. This has impacts on all facets
of life for the island community, from medical
services to law enforcement to education.
While the EAS program won’t be an instant
fix or cure-all for Diomede, there’s hope that the
increased federal funding of EAS will help ensure
a more regular flight schedule into the future, addressing the lack of transportation that has long

been a fact of life.
You can learn more at knom.org, in a story
by volunteer fellow Emily Hofstaedter.

An FYI About IRAs (and Other
End-of-Year Tax Matters)

Folks who are 70 ½ years and older can
make pre-tax donations directly to charity from
IRA or other retirement plans. The gift can count
toward an annual Required Minimum Distribution.
This direct transfer to charity is called a
“Qualified Charitable Distribution” from a traditional or Roth IRA. This option can be especially
attractive if you do not itemize your tax deductions or if you would like to reduce taxable income to avoid having Social Security and other
income taxed at a higher rate. With strong performance of investment markets, it also may be
advantageous to make gifts of appreciated stock
to charity.
Check with your tax advisor, broker, or IRA
administrator for more information about making a gift to KNOM in this way. (For further details,
contact Development Director Lynette Schmidt:
907-868-1200 or business@knom.org.)

Empowering Growth | Engaging the Listener

Community voices (clockwise from top left): Lance Johnson, Traci McGarry, Niviaaluk Brandt, Dave Coler.

Friends and Companions

Volunteerism has been the lifeblood of the
KNOM mission since before its first broadcast in
1971. That remains true in 2018, with many hours
of each broadcast week hosted or announced
by volunteers. Unlike our volunteer fellows, who
move to Nome to commit to a year of full-time
service, our community deejays share their voices
and musical expertise simply because they enjoy
it. Their service provides about $10,000 worth of
donated labor each year — and we know KNOM’s

“That people, who are involved in
the service and transmission of
faith, may find, in their dialogue
with culture, a language suited to
the conditions of the present time.”
— Pope Francis’ prayer intention for
December 2018

listeners appreciate their heart-filled efforts!
Speaking of volunteers: do you know
someone who may be called to serve Western Alaska through radio? The KNOM mission is
already preparing for next summer’s new recruits
for its volunteer fellowship program. Prospective
applicants can learn lots more at knom.org.

From the GM’s Desk
“There is a purpose to every season in
Western Alaska. A time to be active, and a
time to rest. A time to fish and pick berries,
and a time to live off stores. This season, we
prepare to celebrate the arrival of the light of
the world in the darkest of months. KNOM’s
annual Christmas call-in show is a witness
of just that, when listeners (often young
voices) share love and joy to family members spread throughout the region. As one
family, we join in making way for the Savior
of all. Prayers of peace and joy to you this
Christmas.”
Margaret A. DeMaioribus, General Manager

Pl e a se co n si d e r K NOM in your es tate planning .

