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Embracing Culture — In early October, Nome hosted festivities for Indigenous Peoples’ Day. Alaska Native drumming and dancing and a potluck of traditional foods marked the day. Photo: a performance by the
King Island Dancers.

Dear Friend of KNOM,

One KNOM inspirational spot urges, “It’s
not enough to count your blessings, you must
make your blessings count!” The world becomes
better when those who are blessed go beyond
simply giving back. Things get better if we enhance our blessings.
KNOM Radio Mission is a repository of
blessed sacrifices. Some people pray, some pay,
some produce. The combined efforts are greater
than a sum of the parts — they are multiplied in
ministry. Still, there is much work yet to be done
to make those blessings count. Hearts are thankful for the gifts. The glory goes to God. Western
Alaska will be made better in this hope. Thank you!

Prayer, Nightly and Anytime — Each night, KNOM
Radio broadcasts locally-produced recordings of
the Holy Rosary and the Chaplet of Divine Mercy.
These devotional prayers are also available for
streaming on knom.org.

“That the language of love and dialogue may
always prevail over the language of conflict.”
— Pope Francis’ prayer intention for November 2018
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A Crisis of Overcrowding

21 people living in a small home with three
bedrooms: that’s the reality for some residents in
Savoonga. Village overcrowding is nothing new, but
it’s reached staggering rates. A recent field hearing of
the Senate Indian Affairs Committee brought dignitaries from Washington, DC, to the remote community
on St. Lawrence Island to explore the depths of the
problem, and possible solutions.
The US Census estimates that 2% of American households are overcrowded. In the Bering Strait
region surrounding Nome, the overcrowding rate
climbs to 37%. In Savoonga, the rate is 61%. Savoonga
community leaders and regional experts, like Chris
Kolerok (President and CEO of Bering Straits Regional
Housing Authority), explained the factors that have so
exacerbated living conditions in Savoonga. In many
cases, Kolerok said, overcrowding is an “expression of
homelessness,” and a sign of local generosity. “Unsheltered homelessness” would mean “death here
for 8 out of 12 months of the year. Rather than let
someone die,” Kolerok said, “the generous and kind
people of our villages double, triple and quadruple-up
in homes.”
Overcrowding is compounded, too, by the high
costs related to construction in the remote corners
of Alaska. The first new construction in 11 years — six
homes — will only make a dent in the problem.
In Savoonga, where 75 families face overcrowding, people often need to sleep in shifts, since
there isn’t enough bed space for everyone during
traditional sleep times. This is rough on elders and the
young. Gaetano Brancaleone, principal of Hogarth
Kingeekuk Sr. Memorial High School, explained to the
visiting dignitaries “how much our kids are holding on
their shoulders.” He said it’s a “struggle” to teach and
provide for children when their home situations are so
dire. “We don’t want people sleeping (during school
hours), but also know they didn’t have somewhere to
sleep.”
Housing shortages can make health conditions
worse; Savoonga has seen repeated outbreaks of
tuberculosis. What’s more, those victimized by abuse
have few options for escape. Nonetheless, Savoonga
residents remain hopeful.
One solution, said community leader Delbert
Pungowiyi, is to look to the traditional ways of build-

Dirty dishes in the sink are a
special call to love.

Scenes from an August 2018 visit to Savoonga:
homes weathered by the harsh, coastal subArctic climate; local representatives at a field
hearing of the Senate Indian Affairs Committee
held in Savoonga.
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ing homes, which he says were often better
weather-proofed than houses built in the modern era. Going forward, Pungowiyi says the village could “innovate from Yup’ik technology and
design in order to create a multi-pronged strategy to improve and weatherize existing housing
stock.”
Current high school senior Jacob Iya
showed a sense of optimism and determination
in the next generation, too. “Let us not look to the
future with negativity or frustration but with happiness and hope,” he said.
You can learn more at knom.org.

“In the face of unjust and painful
situations, faith brings us the light
which scatters the darkness.”
— Pope Francis

Honoring Those Lost in a
Century-Old Pandemic

There’s a new monument in Nome: one
honoring and memorializing those lost to a
deadly strain of influenza in 1918. The Spanish
Flu pandemic was devastating to Western Alaska.
Nearly two-thirds of the flu deaths in the state
occurred near Nome.
A century later, this October, an Inupiaq
choir sang hymns to mark the dedication of
Sitnasuanjmiut Qunjuwit, which is Inupiaq for
“gravesite” or “cemetery” for the “people of Sitnasuak.” The site is an historic cemetery. No new
burials will be allowed, out of respect for the trials
endured by those who, as one described last
month, “laid the foundation for the city of Nome.”
Photo above: the Inupiaq-language choir
from the Nome Methodist Church sings at the
dedication of the Sitnasuanjmiut Qunjuwit in early
October. Photo courtesy of Ukallaysaaq, Sitnasuak
Native Corporation.
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Nomeites walk to support then-missing Kotzebue girl Ashley Johnson-Barr.

Amid Incredible Loss, an
Enduring Love

A large crowd walked in Nome earlier this
year to support a ten-year-old girl, Ashley Johnson-Barr, who had gone missing in her home of
Kotzebue, a city north of Nome. The Nome walk
was one of many organized on short notice by
villages, towns, and cities throughout the state,
all showing empathy for her family and community. Many of those who walked for Ashley wore
purple, her favorite color.
Sadly, Ashley was found dead later the
same week, a tragic turn in an investigation that
had come to involve both Alaska State Troopers
and the FBI. In the weeks to follow, an arrest was
made and charges were filed.
The entire region grieved with Ashley’s

Death is not extinguishing the light;
it is putting out the lamp because
the dawn has come.

family and the city of Kotzebue. During those
terrible weeks, people in Nome and throughout
Alaska showed a shared desire to heal and to
stand in solidarity. The Nome walk was an emotional demonstration of the loving bonds that
endure in Western Alaska — the light that, even in
unspeakable darkness, still shines.

From the GM’s Desk
“As Western Alaska enters into the winter season, the landscape transforms from
the autumnal colors to the beauty of snow.
In this season, let us pause to reflect on
God’s transformation in our lives this year.
John Bell’s hymn, ‘The Summons,’ says it
eloquently: ‘Lord, your summons echo true
when you but call my name. Let me turn
and follow you, and never be the same. In
your company I’ll go, where your love and
footsteps show. Thus I’ll move and live and
grow in you, and you in me.’ Thank you
for choosing to answer God’s call to serve
through steadfast faith, abundant hope, and
boundless love.”
Margaret A. DeMaioribus, General Manager
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