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Community deejay Stephanie Bowen, the newest volunteer to join KNOM’s on-air family.

Dear Friend of KNOM,
• Encountering Christ
• Embracing Culture
• Empowering Growth
• Engaging the Listener
KNOM embraces culture by offering programming that highlights the strength, depth,
beauty, and history of Western Alaska. Programs
like “Elder Voices,” special features, Native music,
and Native language and tradition spots are an
integral part of the broadcast day — a reflection
of community. Programming is imbued with the
mission’s ideals of being a friend and companion,
providing respectful service based on Catholic
ideals. Thus, KNOM becomes a beacon of hope
in Christ. Thank you!

A child can show his love for
his mother with a bouquet of
wildflowers from the yard, and a
husband may show his love by
giving her beautiful, store-bought
roses. She accepts both gratefully
and knows she’s loved.
By praying the Rosary, I feel as if
I am giving a bunch of flowers,
imperfect in every way, to a very
gifted florist to arrange for me. The
Blessed Mother Mary transforms
my disarray into a spendid bouquet
and presents it to God.

K NOM: Fa i t h, I n sp i r at i o n, N ews , and Education for Wes tern Alaska

Anticipating a Future Arctic

Wintertime shore ice near the village of Shaktoolik.

Shrinking Sea Ice

The winter Bering Sea ice pack is the
smallest in 150 years. That’s according to Climate
Science and Services Manager for the Alaska
region, Rick Thoman. NOAA uses several sources
of data to measure the sea ice cover: community
observations, aerial reports, satellite images, and
low orbiting images. A model of the sea ice cycle
of movement and formation over time becomes
possible when this data is combined with other
historical records, like ship logs dating back as far
as 1850.
This year, open water near Saint Lawrence
Island and the northern Bering Strait has caused
damage to buildings on Little Diomede from
chunks of ice thrashed onto the shore during
storms. It also creates dangerous conditions for
marine mammal subsistence hunting.
Several influences have exacerbated the
recent shrinking and thinning of the sea ice. Average ocean temperatures have warmed for four
consecutive years. A weather pattern of persistent
storms and turbulent seas have prevented ice
from solidifying. The absence of extended periods of cold north winds kept the ice from cramming against the shore and staying in place. Long
periods of deep cold temperatures are needed to
form ice, and that hasn’t happened.
In cooperation with the National Weather
Service/NOAA, KNOM airs 3 daily reports of sea
ice location: essential information for the many
communities along 6,640 miles of Alaskan coastline.

“We are now in the time where we are living two lives,” said Don Long at the Nome “Arctic
Futures” conference in late March. “One, trying to
be a subsistence hunter, and the other one, trying
the 8-to-5 type of work that (a) job requires today.” Long is the former mayor of Utqiagvik (formerly known as Barrow, Alaska’s northernmost
community). He echoed a sharp tension long felt
by many KNOM listeners: between cherished,
traditional lifestyles and the economics of the
modern era.
This tension is amplified by changes in
Western Alaska’s environment, whether through
sea ice loss, erosion, warming temperatures, or
human-led resource development, like mining. Some see mining as bolstering the local
economy and providing needed jobs. Nome elder
Perry Mendenhall told conference attendees that
the gold miners in his family “mine to feed their
people.” But for White Mountain elder Arlene
Soxie, mining transforms the landscape in ways
that conflict with subsistence: “It grieves me to
see how disrupted our land is. All the digging that
was done looks very ugly to me. There are areas
where we used to go pick berries, but it’s not
available anymore, because the land has been
destroyed.”
In a two-day workshop, the fifty Arctic
Futures Conference attendees imagined what the
Bering Strait and North Slope might look like in
twenty years. They considered variables like land
erosion and increased marine traffic. What wasn’t
in doubt was the resilience of Western Alaska’s
people. As Elim elder Robert Keith said, “We’ve
always been very adaptable people. We’ve had to
live like that. That’s part of our nature. We’re go-

“That the lay faithful may fulfill their
specific mission, by responding
with creativity to the challenges
that face the world today.”
— Pope Francis’ prayer intention for
May 2018

Encountering Christ | Embracing Culture

ing to survive, but I don’t think some of the places we
live at will.”
Another recent Nome conference set attendees abuzz with scientific ideas and proposed solutions
to rural Alaska challenges: from recycling and cleaner
water to sub-Arctic gardening and reindeer husbandry. The annual Western Alaska Interdisciplinary Science
Conference (WAISC) was a three-day clearing house
for researchers and locals to learn about a wide variety of scientific and traditional-knowledge subjects.

What Augie Made Possible

KNOM would not exist without the help of Augie Hiebert, a legendary Alaska broadcaster who avidly
championed the mission for decades.
In early 1967, Augie learned of a floundering Nome Catholic radio project. There was a strong
desire for a Catholic station, but no one in Nome had
the tiniest bit of broadcasting expertise. So Augie flew
to Nome to lay the groundwork for the new Catholic
station, selecting a chunk of land at the mouth of the
Nome River for an AM transmitter site.
On February 16, 1968, he convinced Washington, DC, communications attorney Joseph Hennessey
to provide all legal work for the proposed station at
no cost. (He continued pro-bono work for another 22
years.) He suggested the clear channel frequency of
780 kHz for the new station and asked Gaithersburg,
Maryland, consulting engineer Peter Gureckis of John
H. Mullaney’s firm if he concurred. He also elicited
free engineering work from Gureckis.
In July, 1968, Augie flew to Washington, DC, to
meet with Hennessey and Mullaney.
On March 14, 1969, the Federal Communications Commission ruled that they would allow the
Nome Catholic station to move forward, undoubtedly
persuaded by the lobbying of Augie’s close friend,
Senator Ted Stevens. On that day, Hennessey filed the
paperwork to apply for a construction permit.
En route to Nome to become the Catholic station’s volunteer chief engineer, Tom Busch was asked
to drop in on Augie when passing through Anchorage.
It was February 3, 1970. KTVA-TV’s receptionist was
amused that this young greenhorn would have the
audacity to call on Alaska’s most powerful broadcaster
without an appointment, but when Augie learned of
Tom’s connection, he swept everything off his desk
continued on page 4

Snapshots of notable conferences in
Nome, both in late March: (top) attendees at
Arctic Futures; (bottom) Nome falconer John
Earthman — aided by two of his falcons — gives
a presentation at the Western Alaska Interdisciplinary Science Conference (WAISC).

“In Christ, we have everything.
If you need help, He is strength;
if you are afraid of death, He
is life; if you desire paradise,
His is the way; if you flee from
darkness, He is light. Happy the
man who hopes in Him.”
— St. Ambrose

Empowering Growth | Engaging the Listener

Images, clockwise from above: a new sign for the Nome
studios, displayed by Augie’s daughters, Cathy and Terry;
Augie Hiebert; early KNOM AM tower work, circa 1970.
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and took care of Tom for the rest of the day. He handed Tom several inches of paperwork and said, “it’s all
yours, now, son.”
Augie sent his engineers to the project three
times to check on Tom’s work. Within a year, he sent
an engineer to Nome at no cost to the project, which
now had the call letters “KNOM,” to help commission
the transmitter. He continued to be a loyal supporter
for nearly a half-century.
KNOM honors Augie’s legacy: the Nome radio
station building bears his name. KNOMers affectionately refer to Augie as the mission’s “Grandpa.”

From the GM’s Desk
“‘We stand on the shoulders of all who have
come before us.’ This is a phrase uttered regularly at KNOM. The truth in this quote identifies not
only KNOM’s history, but also that of Western
Alaska. Broadcasting powerful stories of ancestors, elders, and cultural traditions in the region
are integral to our mission, and now, voices like
Arlene Soxie and Robert Keith are paving the
way for youth, finding ways to adapt amidst a
changing landscape. You, too, are the shoulders
we stand on every day, continuing to open wide
the horizons for connection, hope, and faith today and for future generations. Thank you!”
Margaret A. DeMaioribus,
General Manager

I will make the Lord my music.
I will make His heart the key,
which tunes my heart to His,
and gives my life its harmony.

Pl e a se co n si d e r K NOM in your es tate planning .

