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Photos, left: The Nativity scene at St. Joseph Catholic Church in Nome. Right: on the sea ice with traditional
multi-tools, Arctic ice testing sticks. One end is for checking the safety of ice; the other is a rescue hook if
someone falls through the ice. (Right photo courtesy of Gay Sheffield.)

Dear Friend of KNOM,

Luke, chapter 1, recounts the Angel Gabriel informing Mary that God chose her to be the
Mother of our Savior. She gave her consent.
Mary’s first action after learning of her
highly favored status was to go serve her elder
cousin, now 6 months pregnant. It is through this
humble service that she shares the beautiful Canticle of Praise, the Magnificat.
Sometimes, when we allow God to lead us
to service, that’s when we come to the most vivid
realization of God’s love for us: we are beloved.
We are favored by God.
Your engagement through spiritual and
monetary gifts to KNOM’s service magnifies the
Glory of God in Western Alaska.
May God bless you for your “yes” to the
call to service. Thank you, and Merry Christmas!

Now in the Forecast: Sea Ice

The building and movements of sea ice
pack are now part of KNOM’s weather forecasts.
The National Weather Service has recently made
this reporting data available for broadcast. The
reach and thickness of ocean ice from the shoreline is essential information to listeners who subsistence hunt marine mammals and those who
tend crab pots or jig for fish.
Sea ice forecasting was also the subject
of a recent episode of KNOM’s Exchange, which
invites listeners to call and join discussions with
local experts or authorities on regionally-relevant
subjects (in this case, weather).
Thanks to your support, information like
this is a regular rhythm of KNOM’s daily broadcasts.

The hope of this season is a passion for the seemingly impossible. Our hope is
rooted in the promise of God. With God, nothing is impossible.

K NOM: Fa i t h, I n sp i r at i o n, N ews , and Education for Wes tern Alaska

Pilgrim Update: Harvest Time

As the harvest for the farm at Pilgrim Hot
Springs, 65 miles north of Nome, winds down for the
winter, plans are in place for expansion and refining
the crop list and rotation for next summer. The subArctic farming effort is an amazing feat, made possible
through the geothermal warmth of the site and fueled
by a partnership of local and regional corporations.
Together, they’ve transformed what was once a roadhouse, then a Catholic orphanage, into a farm at an
Arctic oasis.
Pilgrim Produce manager Tasha Lee says some
of the crops, like kohlrabi, kale, and arugula, were
foreign to local folks. “At the beginning, we would put
out pamphlets on how to eat them, ways to prepare
them.” So they learned.
One customer’s elderly mother was raised at
Pilgrim as an orphan. She loved the onions. “I bought
some onions, bagged them up and brought them
over to her,” says Lee. “She was very excited. She had
been waiting this entire season. She was there the first
day that we were selling vegetables. As soon as I had a
bundle to give her, I did.”
There’ll be more room for crops next year, with
staged plantings to ensure a longer season for each
vegetable. Lots more spinach. Says Lee, “I was amazed
by how much people enjoyed spinach in Nome.”
Harvest time at Pilgrim was featured in a recent
episode of KNOM’s Dearest Alaska. To hear the delight
captured in this feature, funded by you, visit knom.org.

“That the elderly, sustained by families
and Christian communities, may
apply their wisdom and experience to
spreading the faith and forming the
new generations.”
— Pope Francis’ monthly prayer intention
for December 2017

Yours for... New Zealand?!

In October, KNOM received three separate
Images, top to bottom: Pilgrim Produce manag- reception reports from radio enthusiasts who heard
er Tasha Lee smiles at the discovery of an earth- KNOM in New Zealand! Their descriptions of programming confirmed that the AM signal they heard
worm: a sign of enriched soil; a fresh harvest
was, indeed, KNOM.
of Pilgrim beets; the Pilgrim garden, where a
chainlink fence, mesh hoops, and colorful garlands all help ward off animals like moose.

Gary Beaver performs a Yup’ik dance at the Nome Elementary School; Ryan Conarro, Beaver, and Justin
Perkins before the Nome premiere of “Alaxsxa | Alaska.” (Conarro is a KNOM volunteer alumnus.)

Perspectives on “Alaxsxa”

“My Eskimo dancing, that’s what I really
wanted to bring out to the world. To see what’s
going on in our Yu’pik culture.” That’s what
prompted Gary Upay’aq Beaver of Kasigluk to
collaborate on a multi-media theatrical production that recently toured Alaska and off-Broadway
in New York City.
ALAXSXA | ALASKA uses monologues and
scenes to illustrate cross-cultural encounters in
Alaska from an insider’s, outsider’s, and historical
point of view. The production was featured in a
recent episode of KNOM’s Story49.
The production is the collaboration of
Beaver, artist and playwright Ryan Conarro, and
puppeteer Justin Perkins. Says Beaver, “Some
pieces were really hard… I had to make myself
stronger. I keep praying. Us Yup’iks, we have faith,
hope and love, which I didn’t really have. But
now, with what I saw, my faith, my hope, my love,
it’s a little more stronger, and it’s still going up.”
The aim of the show is to inspire reflection
and conversation about people and how we interact with each other. The storytelling contrasts
the different viewpoints using a blend of humorous and even tragic memories of cross-cultural
encounters.
When the production premiered in Nome,
Director of the Katirvik Cultural Center, Lisa

Ellanna, facilitated talking circles after the show.
She said the discussions about history were
uncomfortable and filled with emotion. The show
was “presented with so much art, beauty, song,
understanding, and care. It nurtured the audience
along the way… Alaska Native people know the
weight of the story and how important it is to
our cultures… you have to tell a story exactly
how it was told to you, and then, you’re free to
interpret” to find the meaning and relevance to
the recipient’s current situation.
Says Beaver of his part in the production,
“I just hope that I help somebody out there. I
know I helped, not one, not two, but a lot more.
They’ve already come up to me and told me after
the show.”

Just as Jesus at his birth drew
wise men from afar, today he
draws people of all backgrounds
to Himself. People all over the
world, whether consciously or
unconsciously, are searching for
the Truth and Life found in Jesus.
There is not one person to whom
Jesus does not wish to manifest His
Presence and His Love.

Photos: Just off Nome’s coast, the “Nome National Forest” repurposes Christmas trees, alongside painted
decorations, to colorfully ornament the rough terrain of the sea ice; in November, KNOM bid a fond farewell to program director Laura Collins, who stepped down from her staff position so she could focus on
her young family. KNOM invites you to join in prayer for Laura, husband Jeff, and sons Miles and Amos.

Foresting a Treeless Town

Every year, after Christmas, the “Nome National Forest” grows out of the sea ice off Nome’s
shore.
Cut Christmas trees shipped from the
Lower 48 are sold as a fundraiser for the local
cancer patient support group. (Some folks prefer
the local tradition of cutting a willow bush and
watching it bloom after being placed in water and
exposed to warm indoor air.)
After the season, the trees are collected to
“take root” off the coast. (On a sub-zero day, the
trees are placed in augured holes, which are filled
in with water, sturdily freezing the tree into place.)
The forest is then populated with wood cut-outs
of friendly animals. For the next few months, the
“Nome National Forest” delights onlookers.
In springtime, the trees are “uprooted” and

used to create fish spawning habitat in the local
rivers, squeezing yet another purpose from the
resource.

From the GM’s Desk
“In my years as a volunteer and returning to KNOM, I have been blessed to see
enormous kindness, sacrifice, and generosity in the simplest acts. I am humbled how
the choice of one can impact thousands
of lives. The ripple effect is astounding.
Mary’s fiat brought salvation to the entire
human race. You, in turn, bring Christ to
each home, each heart. You are changing
the world! As you read this, know we pray
for you and all those your life touches this
Christmas season, and always.”
In gratitude,
Margaret DeMaioribus, General Manager

Is there someone in your life who prays for you? Is there someone who makes
tough times easier to bear, by your knowing that they’re on their knees,
pleading to the Lord on your behalf? We are all blessed by people who pray.
They comfort us and help us to keep our faith strong.

Pl e a se co n si d e r K NOM in your es tate planning .

