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One of many performances at the 2017 Kingikmiut Dance Festival in Wales.

Dear Friend of KNOM,

As a friendly, helpful voice in the lives of
listeners, KNOM becomes a companion for the
everyday journey. Radio is immediate and conversational. The radio can be on a windowsill
while washing dishes, on a shelf in the workshop,
the background music for the grocery store, or
the sound that starts a brand new day. KNOM is
present during daily routines, evening prayer, and
when sharing news and weather.
KNOM exists to broadcast faith, inspiration,
news and education in Western Alaska.
As KNOM Radio accompanies listeners in
everyday life, we share life, we share hope, and
we share the love of God.
Thank you for your faith and friendship.

“Loving Jesus, Thank you for
those whose lives help others.
May radio be a means to transmit
God’s love to a hurting and needy
community.”
— James P., Houston, Texas

Wales’ Song and Dance

“It was amazing to see this very unique
form of emotional, cultural, artistic expression
that is Alaska Native dancing. It’s very visceral.
There’s drumming, ritualistic singing, and beautiful, restrained but powerfully intentional dancing with a very earthen solidarity to it.” Volunteer
reporter Gabe Colombo thus described the 18th
Annual Kingikmiut Dance Festival: a 3-day celebration of Native dance, family, and tradition.
The gathering is one of the largest annual dance
festivals in the state. Thanks to a partnership with
a regional bush airline, Gabe attended the multicommunity event in Wales for free.
Leaving the festival at 2 a.m. and walking
to his lodging, Gabe describes a poignant moment: seeing “unexpected green ribbons dancing
in the starry sky. Realizing this was the northern
lights, it completely caught me off guard. That’s
the reason it was so beautiful… That’s a normal
thing for Western Alaska — to have these amazingly beautiful things just crop up on you. I almost
started to cry because I felt so moved by where I
was, the people surrounding me, and the beautiful intertwining of culture and landscape.”

K NOM: Fa i t h, I n sp i r at i o n, N ews , and Education for Wes tern Alaska

Berry Science

Tundra berries are more than a meal; in Western Alaska, they can be a way for scientists and students to monitor change.
A student group in the village of Shishmaref
called the “Climate Heroes Club” has just launched
a project to monitor patches of naturally growing
blackberries (sometimes known as “crowberries”).
Each child “named and tagged a few berry plants… to
keep monitoring over the coming year,” reports volunteer reporter Zoe Grueskin, who visited the village
last month to bring the story to KNOM listeners.

“The gift of grace increases as the
struggles of life increase.”
— St. Rose of Lima

Stopping Suicide

“I got tired of being passive,” recalls high school
student Jacob Brouillette of Elim, Alaska. He was
devastated after the loss of his best friend to suicide.
Surrounded by friends and family who said someone
“ought to do something,” Jacob decided to act. He
endeavored to “become the leader that I wanted to
see in society.” He set out to reduce the high rate of
suicide in his home region. His story is the subject of
a KNOM series focusing on Western Alaska youth,
Caught Doing Something Good, produced by volunteer Karen Trop.
“Suicide isn’t an easy thing to talk about,” Jacob tells KNOM listeners in the September episode.
But “for me,” he says, “I try to reach for opportunities
where I can talk about it.” One of his first steps was
to approach his high school counselor. They crafted
the idea of a traveling seminar to raise awareness of
suicide prevention and to encourage positive attitudes
among rural Alaska teenagers. During these youth
gatherings, Jacob discovered not only an affinity for
Top to bottom: in a classroom in Shishmaref,
suicide prevention, but also the courage to speak up
members of the “Climate Heroes Club” learn
for healthier lifestyles — and to encourage his peers
about tundra berries and their importance in
the local ecosystem; outdoors, students choose to do the same. “People want to hear someone who
steps up and talks about their beliefs.” Jacob says, “I’m
their plant to monitor over the coming year; a
trying to encourage youth to stand up and talk about
close-up view of one of the patches of crowthings they believe in with me, because I don’t want
berries, tagged and labeled.

to hear ‘we need more people like you.’ No. I want
people to join me.” He summarizes his advice: “Go
and do something worth talking about.”
In his home community of Elim, Jacob volunteers as a peer counselor, listening to those who need
to talk or who simply “need help, right in the moment.” But, he says, “I don’t think of myself as a leader
— I just think of myself as a sophomore.”
To hear the profile of Jacob that your support
made possible, visit us on the web: knom.org.

The chief end of man is to glorify God
and be with Him forever. We exist to
praise God’s glory.
As we truly set our hearts to God’s
honor, there is joy unspeakable in our
souls, unlike anything else we will ever
know in this world.

Positively Providing

Corey Ningeulook grew up hunting caribou,
oogruk (bearded seal), and walrus with his family.
He says that hunting is both a passion and a necessary part of life in his community — as it has been for
generations before him. He told KNOM listeners in
a recent interview that “the best part is seeing how
happy people are for fresh meat and sharing it.”
Corey is the recipient of the 2017 Young Providers Award, sponsored by Bering Strait Native Corporation to recognize Western Alaska youth who
contribute daily to the health and well-being of their
families, communities, and culture.
His subsistence activities also help Corey in
his work as the village’s Climate Change Coordinator. He wants to live in Shishmaref forever, but knows
its location is very vulnerable. The village has made
international headlines for the risks of climate-related
erosion. The situation is so dire that the village recently voted to relocate because the community is slowly
wearing away.
Corey will be featured in an upcoming episode
of KNOM’s Story49.
Thank you for shining light on these positive
young leaders.

Two young men of action: Jacob Brouillette at
the Aniguiin School in Elim, and Corey Ningeulook in his office in Shishmaref. (Jacob’s photo
courtesy of Aaron Palmer.)

Fr. Tom Kuffel speaks with KNOM listeners in an interview with general manager Margaret DeMaioribus.

Farewell, Father Tom

It’s a bittersweet farewell as we say goodbye to friend and Nome parish priest Father Tom
Kuffel, who becomes pastor this month at the
Immaculate Conception Church in Fairbanks. Fr.
John Hinsvark, pastor at St. Joseph Church for
11 years, will return from retirement to fill in at his
former parish for the next few months.
In an interview with general manager
Margaret DeMaioribus, Fr. Tom reflected on what
makes Western Alaska so endearing:
“Sometimes, we land in Nome, and
people are in culture shock. But when you
start getting to know the people and the
culture and the landscape, you see there is a
deep, deep beauty here — a depth of beauty.
Sometimes, we just look at the superficial
— we can see the problems, the scars of life
— but when you start looking into the hearts
of people, and start looking into the mission,
especially, of KNOM, the mission of the
people up here, the mission of our church,
it’s to bring out the beauty of the people.
When we look at people and when we look
at Nome, we see the inner depth of beauty,
and we bring that out and show that. I think
that’s what touched me the most.”
To read more of Fr. Tom’s interview with

Margaret, visit us online at knom.org. We invite
you to join us in prayer for Father Tom and for
Western Alaska’s need for vocations.

From the GM’s Desk
“You are the roots of the KNOM mission, grounding us in the storms each and
every day. This is a season of transition:
darkness returns to the skies, winter approaches, and with Father Tom transitioning to Fairbanks, the region will be without a
priest for an indeterminate amount of time.
Amidst these changes, it is thanks to you
that KNOM continues to broadcast Mass
each week, provide hope, and be the light in
the dark. I am continually humbled by your
sacrifice for the region. Thank you. Please
continue to keep me in prayer, as I do you.”
In gratitude,
Margaret DeMaioribus, General Manager

The love we have known in the life
of someone who dies can be carried
on. It is this love that can make
difficult farewells endurable and
our grief consolable.

C on ne c t w i t h u s o n social m edia:
Pl e a se co n si d e r K NOM in your es tate planning .

