The Nome Static
Tran sm i ssio n 6 35: S ep t ember 2017

KNOM Radio Mission
PO Box 190649
Anchorage, AK 99519
(907) 868-1200

Visit us at knom.org

Pictured, left to right: travel organizer Tandy Wallack, resident Etta Tall, and documentarian Lourdes Grobet.
Etta grew up on the Alaska island of Little Diomede and has family ties to Russia’s Big Diomede island, just
2.4 miles away. Etta traveled with Tandy to a special family reunion years in the making.

Dear Friend of KNOM,

Family roots and branches connect folks
within a community, and from village to village.
Family ties are precious in Western Alaska, despite
separations caused by geography or even politics.
Through the radio mission of faith, inspiration, news, and education for Western Alaska,
KNOM seeks to strengthen family ties to God and
each other. By being a friend and companion to
listeners, providing respectful service based on
Catholic ideals, KNOM tries to emulate God’s
connection to the beloved.
Your prayers and support strengthen this
expression of God’s love for Western Alaskans.

When someone is working hard to
change his or her life for the better,
the worst thing we can do is hold
them to their past misdeeds. Mercy
and forgiveness are what is needed
most.

Melting the “Ice Curtain”

The landscape looked just like Western
Alaska, but to stand there felt like “being on a
different planet,” one Nome man said. Nearly
30 years ago, Alaska Native leaders, a handful of
Nome residents, and media took part in a brief
but historic flight crossing the boundary between
the Soviet Union and the United States. The
twenty-minute journey landed them in Provideniya, a city in Russia’s easternmost district,
Chukotka. At the narrowest point, only 2.4 miles
separated the two countries, but for four decades
during the Cold War, the “Ice Curtain” that bifurcated the Bering Strait had separated families
and split in two a people with a common history,
language, and culture.
This “friendship flight” marked the beginning of a drastic transformation in the relationship
between the US and the USSR. The flight reunited
family members who, in some cases, hadn’t seen
each other in 40 or 50 years. Long-estranged
relatives conversed in their common Native
language, catching up on a half century of famC ontinued on page 2
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Communities on both sides of the “Ice Curtain”: Provideniya, Russia, July 1989; a recent view of Little Diomede, the Alaskan island just 2.4 miles from its Russian counterpart, Big Diomede.
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ily history. This special story, and others like it, are
retold in a special, three-part series of KNOM’s
Story49, piecing together a fascinating history of
life on both sides of the Ice Curtain.
The friendship flight was only one of a series of interactions between Western Alaska and
Chukotka during the end of the Cold War and in
the decades since. Alaska Native dance ensembles and elders, gospel and jazz performers, and
even a long-distance swimmer were all among
those who carried goodwill and sparked reunions
across the US-Russia border.
That border, in the decades after the fall
of the USSR, has gone through cycles of openness and “bureaucratic, burdensome” difficulty,
says one source in Story49. But even amid the
resurgent red tape and expenses related to traveling through the Bering Strait border in 2017, there
have been remarkable reunions of family and
culture.
One current Nome resident, Ludmilla
Kinok, was originally born in Russia and grew up
listening, on her father’s radio, to the AM signals
that were spilling across the Bering Strait from
Alaska. KNOM was among them. As she began to
visit Alaska on religious missions, she found joyful, powerful cultural connections, especially on
St. Lawrence Island, where subsistence lifestyles
were similar to what she knew in Russia — except
with less government intervention in deciding
who could practice subsistence culture and who

couldn’t. She also found the language of her birth
— Siberian Yup’ik, a language with its heart in the
Bering Strait region — spoken more readily. “I felt
connected right away,” she says.
Vibrant reconnections are also being established between former and current residents
of the islands of Big and Little Diomede, straddling the Russia-Alaska border.
KNOM reporter Zoe Grueskin chronicled
a special family reunion this summer between
Alaska Native family members from both Diomede islands.
These stories, of a resilient culture that
transcends national boundaries and politics, have
made it to air thanks to your support. You can
hear these vignettes of Alaska-Russia history at
knom.org.

Do you grow frustrated when
you have to wait for something
or someone? Try praying for
people who are waiting in extreme
conditions of hardship. Pray for
refugees. Pray for victims. Pray for
people in hospitals struggling for
recovery or fighting illness. The
next time you’re waiting... why not
pray for those who truly wait?

AM Transmitter Update

As we go to press, a new Nautel ND-25 unit is
being configured and tuned to KNOM’s frequency. A
combination of local grants and generous individual
donations made the purchase possible. $16,024.07 of
the approximately $50,000 needed for the labor and
logistics of installing it at the remote transmitter site is
already in the bank.
Thanks so very much for all who have helped
with support and prayers. (And thanks, too, for the
ongoing help of engineers Van Craft and Les Brown,
both of whom have helped keep our current hardware afloat during visits to Nome this summer!)

Crewman Adam Kiffmeyer ascends KNOM’s AM
transmitter tower for maintenance this summer.

In search and rescue, ordinary people
often face harsh or frightening
conditions to find the lost or injured
and bring them home.
Evangelization is ordinary people
bringing the lost or injured back home
to God. Please, Lord, give me strength
and make me unafraid.

After Vandalism, Blessings

In early January, the 300 gallon tank of heating fuel used to power KNOM’s Nome studio backup
generator was emptied onto the ground, seeping
into the snow and underlying dirt — an act of vandalism. Removing the contaminated snow and soil was
expensive, and only $25,000 of the nearly $76,000
cleanup cost was covered by insurance.
The generous contractor who worked on the
cleanup, however, agreed to accept the insurance
coverage amount and donated the remaining $51,000
balance. What a relief!
Then, earlier this summer, nine Catholic FOCUS
Mission volunteers visited Nome to lend a hand at
Nome’s St. Joseph Catholic Church and KNOM. One
of their tasks was to finish the remediation at KNOM’s
oil spill site. They shoveled a large pile of gravel underneath the garage: backbreaking, dusty work they
completed with joy.
Truly, Divine Providence provides — in more
ways than one. In concert with your support and
prayers, the KNOM mission remains continually
blessed, many times over.

FOCUS missionaries Adam Sanchez and Buck
Teeter help clean up KNOM’s oil spill site; the
FOCUS crew, gathered with some of KNOM’s
staff on the Nome studios’ front steps.

God did not come to take away
the pain but to fill it with His
presence.

At the Nome airport: Gabe Colombo, Karen Trop, and Zoe Grueskin holding the “Welcome to KNOM” banner that greets newly-arriving volunteers.

Class of 2017–2018

The newest people to arrive in Nome, eager to serve, are volunteer fellows Zoe Grueskin
and Gabe Colombo.
Zoe grew up in Iowa City, Iowa, and studied environmental policy at Williams College
in Massachusetts. After graduation, she taught
English in Shanghai, then returned to the USA
to study radio production at Duke University in
North Carolina. Zoe is “excited about journalism
and storytelling that is firmly grounded in community,” she says, and she’s eager to come to
know Western Alaska “through the voices and
stories of the people who live here.”
Gabe Colombo hails from Austin, Texas,
and earned a BA in urban studies at the local
campus of the University of Texas. Gabe says he’s
“finally fulfilling a dream to be on the radio — and
serve others while at it,” and he’s glad that his volunteer role — news reporter — will allow him “to
learn new things with each interview, field visit,
story, or newscast.” As an active Catholic, Gabe
says he’s also looking forward to volunteering at
Nome’s St. Joseph Church.

The support of KNOM benefactors —
whether through prayer or donations — has
helped sustain the mission’s vitally-needed volunteer program since even before KNOM’s first
broadcast in 1971.

From the GM’s Desk
“Your sacrifice saves lives — bringing hope through the gift of presence and
spreading the Good News each and every day. Without you, we would not be
here. ‘Thank you’ does not seem to go far
enough. We are humbled. You are the anchor to all things great and small that happen at KNOM. We are finishing up projects
that were only dreams just a few years ago,
including Tom Busch’s vision of digital
studios that is now a living, breathing reality. Divine Providence can provide. Divine
Providence did provide. Divine Providence
will provide. It’s a true honor to serve the
region as Tom and Ric have done before
me. Please continue to keep me in prayer, as
I do you.”
In gratitude,
Margaret DeMaioribus, General Manager
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