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dear friend of knom,

Summertime is imminent in rural
Alaska, which means, for many of our listeners, that it will soon be time to head for the
countryside: to the fish camps and hunting
and food-gathering sites that are fully accessible only during the few brief months when
snow and ice are absent from the sub-Arctic
wilderness.
With the midnight sun in full force — it
won’t be truly dark in our night sky again until
mid-August — this can be a time as busy as
it is warm and joyful. And our broadcasts, for
thousands of Western Alaskans, will be in the
midst of it all. Whether through our hourly
music, our regular weather advisories, or our
daily updates on fisheries, KNOM will be the
soundtrack of the season in rural Alaska over
the next few months, and per usual, it’s all
thanks to you.
In addition to the new warmth our
region is enjoying, there’s much that’s new at
our mission, too, as we hope to make clear in
this edition of the Static. At right and on page
2, you’ll read about the expanded availability
of KNOM-produced, Catholic prayers on our
website, an online extension of our nightly
devotional broadcasts. Pages 3 and 4 showcase what’s new with our studio renovation
project and highlight a few new awards that,
per usual, we’re honored to share with you
and everyone in our KNOM family. And don’t
miss the happy news from one of our communities: a recent whale catch in Savoonga.
From all of us at KNOM, happy wishes
for a warm, wonderful summertime. Thanks
immensely for all you do — and for all that
your support makes possible.

It’s not enough to count your
blessings. The point is to make
your blessings count.

new prayers on the web: the
chaplet of divine mercy

Through your support, KNOM Radio is a part
of the daily and weekly religious life of thousands of
rural Alaskans. Our station serves as a companion for
prayer, with nightly broadcasts of the Rosary and the
Chaplet of Divine Mercy, and for worship, with weekly
broadcasts of Mass, aired live whenever possible from
our own St. Joseph Catholic Church, a mere two
blocks from KNOM studios in Nome.
In recent months, we’ve extended the reach of
our own, KNOM-produced recordings of daily Catholic prayers by putting the four versions of the Rosary
on our website, knom.org. We’ve been so gratified at
the overwhelmingly positive response we’ve received,
both from our supporters throughout the United
States and from our listeners in northwestern Alaska,
at the news of our online Rosary. In that spirit, we’re
excited to announce that our Divine Mercy Chaplet is
now also available online, as of June 2016.
Like the KNOM Rosary recordings, you can
now visit knom.org to listen to our original recordings of the Divine Mercy Chaplet — and to download
them for later use, such as in your smartphone, tablet,
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computer, music player, or car. The Divine Mercy
Chaplet recordings on the web are exactly the
same as those our Western Alaska listeners hear
each evening — but available anytime, whether in
the early morning, mid-day, or late at night. And
also just like our Rosary, the chaplet prayers were
produced not only for rural Alaska, but also by
rural Alaskans; they were made in 2014 by Father
Ross Tozzi alongside the Little Sisters of Jesus religious community (both pictured, page 1),
who were, for more than 60 years, a vibrant part
of our Western Alaska faith community.
The prayers themselves are special, too;

for our new studios, final
hardware and new lights

We’re excited to report that several of our
renovation and construction goals are nearing
completion as of late spring 2016. As always, our
progress comes only through the support of so
many donors, the work of so many staffers and
volunteers, and the thoughts, prayers, and goodwill of so many in our community.
First, an update on our studio renovations. The Tom and Florence Busch Digital
Studios are on track to become fully operational
sometime later this year, hopefully in the early
summer. We’re working on obtaining and installing the essential computer and broadcasting
hardware pieces that will serve as the de facto
“brain” of our new studios. Among those helping in this effort is Nome electrician Pat Knodel,
pictured above installing a 220-volt power outlet
for one of our studios’ new equipment racks.
These are some of the final touches of
a construction and fundraising project that has
been ongoing for more than five years, and
throughout — from the first sketches and blueprints to our most recent hardware purchases

the devotions, which are similar in form to the
Rosary — and can be prayed using rosary beads
— come from the visions of Jesus of recentlycanonized Saint Maria Faustina Kowalska
(under whose guidance the image of Divine Mercy, pictured on page 1, was also originally made).
And it’s a special time in which to pray them,
since the Jubilee Year of Mercy proclaimed by
Pope Francis, a year of special forgiveness, mercy,
and solidarity, extends through November 20.
We encourage you to hear and download
our Divine Mercy Chaplet prayers on our website,
knom.org. While you’re there, drop us a line!
Simply click “Contact” on the top menu bar.

and furniture acquisitions — we’ve relied on the
guidance and expertise of many experts, who’ve
often donated their time to help our mission.
One of these guiding hands has been engineer
Van Craft, who, as pictured above, attended this
year’s annual convention of the National Association of Broadcasters alongside general manager
Ric Schmidt. Van and Ric took full advantage
of this unique, crucial opportunity to review their
final options for the specialized equipment and
broadcasting components that will make our new
studios possible. As always, we thank Van for all
of his kind expertise.
Meanwhile, back in Nome, we’ve recently
been busy installing new, more energy-efficient
LED lights throughout our current studios and
our nearly-completed, new studio annex. Thanks
to reductions in the costs of the bulbs, their
exceptional brightness (allowing us to use two
tubes per outlet, rather than four), and our choice
to do the installation work ourselves, we were
able to reduce our original estimate of the LED
installation from $16,887 to a final cost of only
$3,493. We’re so gratified that, thanks to you, we
thus met the fundraising goal for our LED project

(about which you may have read in last month’s
issue of the Static). Pictured are staffer Margaret
DeMaioribus and volunteer Mitch Borden,
helping to install several LED light tubes in the
lobby of KNOM’s current studio building.
Overall, our digital studios fundraising is
approaching our $1 million goal; the fund now
exceeds $850,000. We’ve come such a long

way, with donations big and small from state and
national endowment organizations and from
thousands of supporters. Thanks so much for all
who’ve helped make this crucially-needed project possible; it will help ensure KNOM’s continued operations for decades to come. Stay tuned
in future newsletters for more on our soon-tobe-completed digital studios!

God should be our steering wheel, not our spare tire.

‘16 nods from the ak press club

With your support, KNOM Radio creates a
wide array of original radio programming and online
content, each component of which is designed to
entertain, engage, inspire, and inform the many listeners and community members of our vast corner of
Western Alaska. While our mission and its programming remain ever-focused on the needs of those in
our region, we’re gratified and excited when our work
receives accolades from elsewhere, such as statewide
or national broadcasting organizations.
This April, KNOM took home four awards from
the annual conference of the Alaska Press Club. We’re
excited and honored to announce these awards —
and, especially, to share them with you; they recognize the work of KNOMers past and present:
•

In the “Best Feature Blog” category, KNOM
won a 1st Place award for our Volunteer Blog,
credited to 2015-2016 volunteers Maddie
Winchester, Mitch Borden, Laura Kraegel, and Emily Russell (pictured). Their
online writing offers a glimpse into the daily
lives and thoughts of our volunteers as they
experience the highlights and challenges
of their service years, as well as a unique,
new-arrival’s look at life in the Alaska Bush.

•

In “Best Solo Journalism,” 2nd Place for
news director alumnus Matthew Smith
and his autumn 2015 story, “Obama Unveils
Effort for Community Climate Resilience
During Visit to Kotzebue.” (Static readers
may recall this story from our October issue, recounting the historic visit of President
Obama to Arctic Alaska in September 2015.)

•

In “Best Alaska History Story,” 2nd Place for
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Love is like the five loaves
and two fish: it doesn’t start to
multiply until you give it away!
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Kristin Leffler’s “Voices from the Dream
Theater,” an episode of our ongoing series
Story49 focusing on the incredible, true
story of a Nome resident who opposed
segregation and discrimination against
Alaska Natives during the 1940s in Nome.
•

In “Best Ongoing Public Affairs Program,”
3rd Place for Story49 (overall), credited
to producers Kristin Leffler (2014-2015)
and Maddie Winchester (2015-current).

As always, we share these and all awards we
receive with our incredible network of supporters and
listeners, throughout Alaska and the Lower 48. Thanks
so much for all you do, and congratulations! (And, to
hear the stories and shows that took home this year’s
AK Press Club awards, visit us on the web.)

a joyful moment for savoonga

“That seminarians and men and
women entering religious life
may have mentors who live the
joy of the Gospel and prepare
them wisely for their mission.”
— Pope Francis’ “evangelization”
prayer intention, June 2016

The spirit of Western Alaska — the incredible
place your support has allowed us to serve for more
than four decades — comes, in large part, from the
vibrancy of the traditional Alaska Native culture that
thrives in our corner of the world.
It’s a culture we celebrate every day on the air
and cover in our news stories. One of our most popular recent stories concerns Savoonga (suh-VOONguh), a community in KNOM country that recently
caught its second whale of the season. As seen in the
photos at left, provided by Savoonga’s Brianne Gologergen, a traditional whale catch is both a lot of work
and a joyfully special event for our region. It takes the
helping hands of so many to make it happen, with
non-stop work continuing for days on end, as workers
travel back and forth on the 38-mile trail to the whale
camp from their homes in Savoonga. But the fruits of
the immense effort are worth it, since everything from
the whale’s meat to its baleen are used. And, it’s “so
yummy,” Gologergen says.
Thank you for helping us bring stories like these
to our rural Alaska communities every day. For more
on this story, and so many others, visit knom.org.

take knom with you

Want to read this newsletter on your computer, smartphone, tablet, or other internet-capable mobile device? Simply visit this address in your web browser: knom.org/static/619.

Pl e a se co n si d e r K NOM in your es tate planning .

