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dear friend of knom,

Rural Alaska, this springtime, is a theater for change. We are in the midst of a season of transformation, as the ice that sheaths
the Bering Sea coast and Alaska’s many rivers
gradually retreats north or breaks apart, and
as the snow of six months of accumulation
slowly melts into the tundra, signalling the
brief summer to come. The Arctic is changing on a long-term scale, too, both through
increased international interest in the region
and through shifts in ice patterns that are affecting our listeners’ ways of living.
In both of these regards — the changes expected in Western Alaska in the coming
weeks and the coming decades — there are
endless stories to be told and so much information to be shared. The imperative for our
radio mission to keep our region informed,
engaged, and inspired — and entertained,
too — is as urgent and important as it has
ever been, and we’re so honored, blessed,
and grateful for your support. Every day, your
generosity, whether of time, spirit, or treasure,
is making such an incredible difference.
This month, in the Static, you’ll see
multiple examples of the many different kinds
of change at play in the communities of our
region (and, in a few cases, within KNOM’s
studios, too). You’ll also find fresh examples
of our efforts to serve our region — and
to celebrate all that makes it beautiful and
unique — as best we can.
Thank you again, so much, for all you
do for KNOM and for the people of Western
Alaska. We are blessed to be working alongside you during this season of change.

Any simple task or simple chore
done in the name of Jesus can
be a great dance of love.

at cama-i, finding “common
humanity” through the drum

Strength, resilience, unity, and music amid
great sorrow and challenge: that was the message of
one of Western Alaska’s most beloved annual cultural gatherings, the 2016 Cama-i (chuh-MY) Dance
Festival. Through your support, KNOM volunteers
Laura Kraegel and Maddie Winchester traveled in
early April to Bethel, a hub city of Southwest Alaska,
to cover this unifying, special event, a gathering that
brings together practitioners of Alaska Native culture
from throughout the state, and even from the Lower
48, to sing, dance, and drum together. It is truly one of
the brightest annual highlights of life in rural Alaska, a
time when the cultural traditions KNOM has celebrated since 1971 are on vibrant display.
The theme of the 2016 Cama-i Festival was, in
the Alaska Native language of Yup’ik, “Nunalgutkellriit
Piniutiit Cauyakun,” or “Community Strength Through
Drumming.” As KNOM reported, such community
strength has been greatly needed in rural Alaska lately,
especially in the wake of four suicides within the span
of two weeks in the southwestern Alaska community
of Hooper Bay. Cama-i 2016 festival organizer Linda
Curda explained, “We wanted to say that this festival
is about the strength of who we are. We wanted to
really nurture that, support it, and applaud it.” And the
vehicle of that support, as it has been so many times
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in the past, was music — from different music ensembles, from different corners of the world, in different languages, but united through the rhythms of the
traditional, Alaska Native drum.
Over a long weekend of celebration at the
Bethel Regional High School, dozens of ensembles
performed individually — and, on Saturday night,
came together for the capstone event, the Heart of
the Drums, in which the Bethel gym was filled with
performers sounding their drums in unison. Even
beyond language and dance style, Curda told KNOM,
their drumming is “that common connection, that
common heartbeat... It’s our common humanity.”
Such connections, as we reported, transcend
generations. Preserving cultural lineage and passing
on knowledge from one generation to the next is a
cherished ideal within the communities of our region. Looking to local elders as revered teachers and
guides is at the core of Alaska Native culture, and it
was certainly given a place of special prominence in
this year’s festival. A dance ensemble of Hooper Bay
youth, for example, was invited to join the community’s more experienced colleagues on stage. As Hooper
Bay dance instructor Wilma Bell-Joe described, “It’s
pretty cool to walk in the footsteps of an ancestor.”
Through your support, we brought the story
of this special event — and its beloved example of the
spirit, culture, and “common humanity” of our incredible region — to our listeners this year. Thanks so
much for making it possible, and to learn more about
the 2016 Cama-i Festival, we encourage you to visit
us online at knom.org. Photos, at left and on page 1:
snapshots of the incredible performances in Bethel.

on thin ice

“I do not pray for success. I ask
for faithfulness.”
— Blessed Mother Teresa of
Calcutta

As springtime makes its gradual — and sometimes dramatic — arrival in the sub-Arctic, ice, especially the ice covering the sea and local rivers, is
one of the clearest metrics for the changing of the
season. The melting and breaking apart of wintertime
ice is what gives this phase of the year its northern
nickname, “breakup.” For more than four decades,
KNOM has broadcast weather and news updates on
the progress of breakup in our region, thus fulfilling
our mission to keep Western Alaska listeners informed
— because while the thawing of river and ocean ice
is a slow process, it also carries with it the specter of
hazards for our region, whether in the form of dangerous transportation routes or local flooding. Indeed,

“It is the duty of every man to uphold the dignity of every woman.”
— Saint John Paul II

in recent months, ice — especially the lack of it —
has been a frequent subject of our news stories.
Here are a few notable examples.
In late March, news volunteer Emily
Russell reported that a US-Navy-led facility for
international research — Ice Camp Sargo (pictured), located on a large ice floe off the coast
of Alaska’s Prudhoe Bay, within the Arctic Circle
— had to demobilize early because of historically
low levels of Arctic Ocean ice cover. “The Navy,”
as Emily wrote, “has held its Ice Exercise, or ICEX
for short, to test military readiness and conduct
scientific research in the far north every few years
since 1960.” In late winter 2016, record lows in
Arctic ice cover, coupled with unusually warm
temperatures, led the installation to pack up early.
Thankfully, Sargo’s 200-plus participants were all
evacuated safely.
It was a safe rescue from thin ice, too, for
a pair of British explorers who attempted to make
a partial sea crossing of the Bering Strait — the
body of water separating Western Alaska from
eastern Russia — but failed because of unexpected ice conditions. In another Emily Russell
story, KNOM broadcast the news of Neil Laughton and James Bingham (pictured), who hoped
to cross between the Western Alaska villages of
Wales and Diomede by walking and paddling
across the frozen and open water sections of the
Bering Sea that they encountered. Despite ample
preparations — and prior experiences climbing
Mount Everest and skiing to both the North and
South Pole — the explorers found themselves
mired in unpredictable sea ice conditions, surrounded by ice too thin to walk or make camp
and too thick to paddle through. In the days after

they were rescued and brought back to safety
in Nome, KNOM brought their incredible story
to our listeners. Underscoring the extremity of
the landscape immediately surrounding KNOM
country, Laughton told Emily, “there are three
outcomes” for an expedition like theirs, through
the sub-Arctic: “there’s success, there’s rescue,
and there’s death.”
While expeditions like Laughton and Bingham’s are relatively rare, minimizing dangerous
search-and-rescue situations like theirs is a constant concern for local military and law enforcement personnel — and for our radio mission.
Especially as the ice thaws in springtime, safety
for rural Alaskans is always a very serious matter, and we do our part to keep listeners safe by
keeping them informed. As news volunteer Laura Kraegel reported in mid-April, for instance,
the early melting of ocean ice in the eastern
Norton Sound, well within KNOM’s AM listening range, led officials to warn residents in Elim,
Alaska (pictured), to avoid long-established wintertime snowmachine (snowmobile) trails on the
sea ice and to take overland routes instead when
traveling to and from the nearby communities of
Koyuk and Golovin.
This springtime, your support continues to
allow our mission to bring these unique, and occasionally life-saving, snapshots of our incredible
region to the people who live here. Thank you.

Every sunrise is a message from
God. Every sunset is His signature.

volunteers, past and future

thoughts and prayers for clarity and discernment,
both for ourselves and our new hires, as these
decisions are made.
As we look to the future class of 20162017, we’re continually reminded of the incredible individuals who have served KNOM in past
years: not least because they often visit! During
this year’s Iditarod, we were thrilled to welcome
back alumnae Francesca Fenzi, Jenn Ruckel,
Caitlin Whyte, and Tara Cicatello (pictured),
who reunited in Nome to experience the excitement of the race. We’re so pleased to see that the
connections forged during their volunteer service
remain important, and influential, in their lives.
We truly believe that the volunteer program your support makes possible changes lives:
both those of our listeners, and those of the volunteers themselves. Thanks for all you do.

new light

the housing used by standard fluorescent tube
bulbs, but they’re brighter and far more energy
efficient. While the initial cost for LEDs is higher,
their substantially cheaper costs to operate, and
exceptional longevity, make them a smart investment; we estimate that they’ll save KNOM at least
$300 a month. And it’s a good time to implement
them, especially as work moves forward on our
studios’ renovation and expansion project.
After an initial quote of $17,000 for converting our studios to LEDs, we’ve been able to
reduce our estimate to $6,500 (by doing the installation work ourselves, combined with lowered
costs for the bulbs), of which we’ve raised about
half so far. We ask for prayers that funding may
be found to allow us to complete this project. As
always, thanks for all you do to keep KNOM in
bright spirits (in this case, literally)!

Thanks to your support — whether financial or spiritual — KNOM Radio Mission has been
able to sustain its unique and greatly impactful
volunteer program for more than four decades.
Our volunteers, as you’ve read time and again in
the Static, are the lifeblood of our on-air and onthe-ground efforts in rural Alaska; they’re utterly
crucial to everything we do.
This is the time of year when we’re making
ready for the next class of KNOMers. Thanks to
the hard work of staff outreach coordinator Margaret DeMaioribus, herself a volunteer alumna,
we’re nearing the final stages of recruitment
for the five people who will commit a continuous year to radio service in Nome and its satellite communities. We respectfully ask for your

New light is beaming down on our mission
these days: both indoors and out.
As our sub-Arctic springtime continues its
march towards summer, daylight is increasing at
a rate of more than six minutes per day. It’s the
annual routine for denizens of Western Alaska,
but even for lifelong residents, the change can
feel drastic. By mid-May, virtually all darkness will
have vanished from our night skies; while the sun
sets in the late evening or the wee hours of the
morning, it remains bright twilight until sunrise,
several hours later. Nome and environs won’t see
the stars at night again until early August.
Meanwhile, there’ll be new light within
KNOM’s walls, too, in the months to come, as we
implement a gradual switch to LED lighting in our
station. LED lights, like the one pictured, fit into

take knom with you

Want to read this newsletter on your computer, smartphone, tablet, or other internet-capable mobile device? Simply visit this address in your web browser: knom.org/static/618.

Pl e a se co n si d e r K NOM in your es tate planning .

