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dear friend of knom,

In the sub-Arctic, bright change is
afoot. We’re gaining six minutes of daylight
per day, and while snowfall and even blizzards are still par for the course throughout
April (and even into May), the delightful signs
of early springtime are already palpable in
Nome and environs as this newsletter reaches your hands. With the recent running of
some of our region’s most beloved wintertime racing events, about which you’ll read in
this Static, it’s been a shining, spirited season
in Western Alaska in more ways than one. At
KNOM, so much of that spirit comes from
your support. Thank you.
In this April newsletter, you’ll find much
of what was keeping us busy last month: in
particular, the exciting, distinctively Alaskan
competitions of the Nome-Golovin Snowmachine Race and the legendary, epic Iditarod. You’ll find, too, a snapshot of another way
that Alaska is unique, through a look at the
financial realities that affect both our mission
and the people our mission serves.
At right, you’ll also find a core component of our mission expressed in a new way,
with the announcement that our nightly Rosary prayers are now available online: a modern extension of the service we’ve provided
every evening for more than four decades.
As the joys of spring and Easter continue to brighten life in rural Alaska, we’re so
grateful to you for helping our work continue.
Your support means so much and makes
such a difference. Thanks for all you do.

One of God’s arrangements is
that, after winter, there should
come beautiful spring days.
It happens every year. And it
happens in every life.

now online: the rosary

We’re excited to report that, thanks to your
continued support, KNOM helped celebrate the arrival
of Easter, this year, in ways both old and new. Not
only did we broadcast Mass to thousands of listeners
on Easter Sunday, but we also greeted the end of Lent
by putting our nightly Rosary prayers on our website.
On knom.org, you’ll now find the recordings
of the joyful, sorrowful, glorious, and luminous Rosaries, which broadcast each night, on a rotating basis,
on our AM and FM airwaves. Especially for our listeners that may be otherwise occupied during our 9pm
Rosary hour each night, we hope that this will be a
useful expansion of one of KNOM’s signature services,
a tradition that stretches back to our first broadcasts.
Those hoping to pray the Rosary — whether in Nome,
Alaska, or New York City — can now do so, at any
hour, with our recordings. They can even download
them for use when away from a computer.
Just like the Rosary pictured above — whose
beads and crucifix were locally hand-carved from
Bering Sea ivory — KNOM’s Rosary recordings are
distinctively rural Alaskan. They feature the voices of
members of Nome’s local St. Joseph parish, as well
as KNOM staff, volunteers, and family. Thanks to you,
we’re so pleased to be able to expand our mission in
this new but simple way, online. To find our Rosary recordings, yourself, simply visit us online at knom.org.

“Jesus, I surrender my anxieties,
hurts, and fears to you. Thank
you for taking them all to the
cross.”

a busy day on the bering sea ice

Last month, in one of the busiest days of our
entire year, the KNOM staff briefly paused from our
coverage of Iditarod (about which you’ll read more
on page 4) to turn our attention to another, even
more local race — and a far more fast-paced one. On
March 12, we covered the 50th anniversary running
of the Nome-Golovin, a 200-mile, round-trip sprint
race on snowmobiles (called snowmachines in Alaska)
from Nome to the nearby community of Golovin
and back. (Just to give an idea of its pace: the winner
finished the 200-mile course in 2 hours, 7 minutes, 9
seconds, giving him an average speed of 94 mph.)
Nome-Golovin is greatly beloved and closely
followed within KNOM country, not least because
most of its competitors come from Nome and the
villages and towns immediately surrounding it. And
unlike Iditarod, which is a source of attention for many
media outlets throughout the state, the coverage of
Nome-Golovin is largely restricted to KNOM and a
few other Nome news outlets. Especially for sameday, live coverage, KNOM is our region’s “go-to” for
the latest, as snowmachine racers depart from, and
return to, the start/finish line on the frozen ice of the
Bering Sea. It’s truly a team effort, with all of our current volunteers — Emily, Mitch, Laura, and Maddie —
working with the rest of our staff to do frequent, live
reports throughout the race’s frantic pace.
For our community, distinctively Alaskan events
like the Nome-Golovin mean a lot, and it means a lot
to us that your ongoing support enables us to cover
them. Thank you for making that possible. (Photos:
racers depart the Nome-Golovin start/finish line; volunteer Maddie Winchester interviews a competitor.)

the cost of living in alaska

Work as though everything
depended on you.
Pray as though everything
depended on God.

A fundamental reason that KNOM Radio Mission exists is in response to the profound uniqueness
of rural, Western Alaska. It’s a uniqueness that we
celebrate daily through the vibrant culture, storytelling, and music of our region. But that uniqueness, too,
is sometimes manifest in the exceptional challenges
in our corner of the world, whether because of its
isolation and remoteness; its extreme climate; its high
rates of issues like domestic violence, alcoholism, and
suicide; or its exceptionally high cost of living.
To illustrate this final point, let’s compare a
handful of staple groceries and other basic expenses,
at their cost in Seattle, Washington, and their counterpart prices in Nome, Alaska. We’ll start with the gro-

ceries pictured on page 3: per-pound prices for
apples and tomatoes; a large box of generic corn
flakes; a half-gallon of (2%) milk; a dozen large
eggs; and a large loaf of generic bread. As you
can see in the table below — and in the actual
Nome receipt for the items pictured — the costs
for these basic groceries are double, triple, or
even quadruple their Lower-48 equivalents.
The price differences are staggering for
basic energy costs, too. Nome’s gasoline prices,
as pictured, are easily double or triple those of
the Lower 48 ($4.99/gal. vs. $2.19 in Seattle). And
for a business like ours, kilowatt-hour electricity costs are five times as high: 34.6 cents/kWh
versus 7.2.
Why are Alaska’s costs so high? Our remote location is a big part of the answer. Nome
— like all of the communities KNOM serves — is
not part of Alaska’s road system, which means
that groceries must be shipped via cargo airplane
flights (or via ocean barges, during the warmer
months when the Bering Sea is not frozen). It’s a
similar situation for our electricity and fuel needs.
Rural Alaska’s gasoline, diesel, and heating fuel
shipments are all made in bulk during the summer, when barge transportation is possible, which
means that the price of gasoline and similar fuels
is set for the entire year and is not prone to the
recent drops in gas prices seen in the Lower 48
(or even in Anchorage or other road-system
communities in Alaska).
Our local electricity supply is, similarly,
affected by our remoteness. Rather than being
part of the massive power grid of Lower 48 or

southeastern Alaska communities, Nome’s power
grid is completely isolated and self-contained,
sustained by local generators and, to a limited
extent, by wind and solar power. This makes our
electricity far more expensive; even small homes
in Nome tend to have monthly utility costs
of several hundred dollars. For a business like
KNOM, of course, with power-intensive needs
such as two radio transmitters and a studio full
of microphones, sound boards, and computers,
these electricity costs are far greater: about six to
seven thousand dollars per month.
Alaska’s high cost of living thus not only
affects the people whom KNOM serves — especially those in rural villages, where costs are
almost always even higher than in Nome — but
also our own staff and volunteers, both within the
office and at home. It’s why we do all we can to
most wisely stretch every dollar we receive — and
why we’re so grateful for your continued support,
whether financial or spiritual.
Item
2% milk (½ gal.)
Apples
Tomatoes
Large bread loaf
12 large eggs
Corn flakes
Unleaded gas
Electricity

Cost in
Seattle
$2.29
$1.69 / lb.
$1.79 / lb.
$1.25
$2.29
$1.88
$2.19 / gal.
7.2 ¢ / kWh

Cost in
Nome
$4.79
$5.99 / lb.
$5.49 / lb.
$2.59
$3.79
$4.59
$4.99 / gal.
34.6 ¢ / kWh

covering iditarod 2016

It’s a race at the heart of the culture of our
region, a race that traverses the massive state we
call home, and a race that inspires and captivates
thousands of Alaskans each year. Last month, The
Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race — often called “The
Last Great Race” — saw more than 70 sled dog
teams run from Anchorage to KNOM’s hometown of Nome, and thanks to you, we covered
the race for our listeners, just as we’ve done since
its inception in 1973.
As many of our supporters and Static
readers may know, the Iditarod is a 1,000-mile
competition that runs through some of Alaska’s
wildest and most scenic countryside, and it
celebrates and helps keep alive the practice of
mushing, or running sled dogs, a traditional form
of both recreation and transportation going back
many generations, especially within Alaska Native communities. (In the Alaska Native language
of Inupiaq, as Nome deejay Marjorie Tahbone
recently shared in her Wednesday morning show
on KNOM, the word for musher is qimuqsiaġati,
pronounced “kim-ook-see-ah-GAH-tea.”)
In 2016, our coverage involved KNOMers
both past and present, since new news director
Emily Schwing — whom we’ll introduce to you
in a future issue of the Static — reported from the
trail alongside KNOM news alumnus Zachariah
Hughes. Thanks to the generous support of local
sponsors, Emily, like Zach, was able to send back
daily updates, round-the-clock, from many of

the remote checkpoints along the Iditarod Trail,
keeping KNOM’s listeners updated on their favorite mushers and hometown heroes.
With a race of a thousand miles, there are
probably at least as many stories — and photos — to share, and you’ll find many of them in
our extensive Iditarod coverage at knom.org
(simply search for “Iditarod”). Photos: musher
Dallas Seavey (the 2016 champion) jubilantly
raises his arm, moments before his finish; musher
Wade Marrs, running his team on the outskirts
of Nome; volunteer Mitch Borden and Emily Schwing, covering a musher’s arrival under
Nome’s traditional “Burled Arch,” or finish line.
Thanks so much for helping us make our Iditarod
coverage possible! It’s one of the most joyous
and exciting moments of our broadcasting year.

The Iditarod Trail is marked by
sturdy tripods.
A single post will not hold up to an
Alaskan winter. Each post must be
the same length, or the tripod will
topple in the wind. Three equal
posts fastened together form one
tripod.
So it is with the Blessed Trinity:
three Persons in one God.

take knom with you

Want to read this newsletter on your computer, smartphone, tablet, or other internet-capable mobile device? Simply visit this address in your web browser: knom.org/static/617.

Pl e a se co n si d e r K NOM in your es tate planning .

