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dear friend of knom,

At our mission, there is so much that’s
new about this New Year — far beyond the
mere dates on our lips, our letters, our ledgers, and our masthead. Indeed, in this issue
of the Static, we have much to introduce to
you.
At right and on pages 2-3, you’ll meet
(or be re-introduced) to the staff members
who are now leading our programming and
production department and overseeing our
full-time volunteer program. Their service is
at the core and heart of KNOM’s mission and
its daily operations, and it wouldn’t be possible without your generosity.
Page 4, meanwhile, showcases one of
our newest programs. Both the show, and the
article about it, are intended to bring to you
a few glimpses into the incredible place —
Western Alaska — that your support allows us
to serve.
In several places within this newsletter, you’ll also find quick examples of how
our station, and our region, celebrated the
Christmas season we’ve just passed: whether
through our annual call-in show or a visit
from Santa Claus aided by a C-130 cargo
plane. (These are “new” things of a different
sort: new iterations of joys our region experiences each Christmastime.)
Indeed, in these and in so many other
ways, your support for our mission is continuing to bring new joy to our corner of the
world. Thank you for this and for everything
you do, and once again — from all of us at
KNOM — a very Happy New Year.

“O God of second chances and
new beginnings, here I am
again.”
—Nancy Spiegelberg

laura, our program director

There’s new leadership in the KNOM production department these days. In October, Laura Collins became our mission’s program director.
As readers may recall, longtime program director Kelly Brabec left KNOM this past autumn after
more than a decade of service to our mission. We
were heartened and excited to see Laura promoted to
program director upon Kelly’s departure. She’s been
taking to her new role with aplomb.
What does a program director do? At KNOM,
as with all of our staff and volunteer positions, it’s a
broadly multi-faceted role — and, for our mission,
a vital one. Laura oversees all of the non-news programming that KNOM airs every day. That includes
our special mix of music, from the 1940s through the
2010s; inspirational and educational spots and public service announcements; religious programming,
including Sunday Mass and our nightly Divine Mercy
Chaplet and Rosary; shows focused on Alaska storytelling and Alaska Native culture, like our KNOM originals Let’s Tell Legends and Stories, Dearest Alaska, and
Story49; and perennially popular music shows, from
Vintage Oldies to specialty programs hosted by local,
community deejays, focusing on genres like bluegrass,
folk, Americana, and more.
As you may well know, KNOM serves an essential role through its programming; our station is
a primary source of music, entertainment, inspiration, information, and news for many of our listeners,
especially those in the most rural, remote stretches of
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Western Alaska. As program director, Laura keeps alive
this cornerstone of KNOM’s daily mission: she helps to
make sure our broadcasts continue to engage, inspire,
inform, and entertain in ever-new ways. And as someone who started out as a volunteer in 2007 — and
returned to KNOM as an outreach coordinator in 2011
— she’s amply versed in the mission she’s now helping
to lead in a new way.
Thanks so much for your support of our staff,
our volunteers, and the crucial work we strive to do,
everyday. It means a lot and makes such a difference.

merry calls

Last month, thanks to you, we continued an
annual tradition that we believe brightens the Christmas season for thousands of our listeners. For seven
hours on the Friday before Christmas Day, our Christmas Call-In Show gave listeners throughout our region the chance to personally wish friends and family
members a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. Especially for those living in the most remote corners of
rural Alaska, this can be a special treat — and in the recent past, it’s inspired participation not only within our
region, but also from outside the state and even from
far-flung military service members, sending greetings
from the Middle East to their family in Alaska.
This year, per usual, the call-in was a festive,
team effort. Pictured, at right, is community deejay
Marjorie Tahbone, helping to greet callers on the
air. Thanks for making possible this special day!

margaret: from volunteer to
recruiter

Alongside Laura Collins in our programming
department is another new staffer at KNOM — although one who may be familiar to many of our readers, and certainly to many of our listeners. Meet Margaret DeMaioribus, our new outreach coordinator.
This autumn — as we describe, above — Laura
became KNOM’s program director, leaving an opening in our important outreach position. Margaret, who
first served as a volunteer reporter during the 20122013 service year, felt the time was right to return to
Alaska. In recent years, she’s been building her career
in the Seattle area, working in health sciences, but
she says she’s kept close to her heart the experiences,
personal growth, and friendships forged during her
service year in Nome. Indeed, after making a reunion
visit to KNOM last summer (with fellow volunteer
alumnus Josh Cunningham, pictured), Margaret de-

“The prayer that begins with
trustfulness, and passes on
into waiting, will always end
in thankfulness, triumph, and
praise.”
—Alexander MacLaren

scribed, in our August 2015 Static, that the “skills
and experiences” she took from her KNOM tenure “are still with me in my daily life: from humbling myself to learn new things, to learning how
to ask deeper questions and listen, as well as how
to be present to others and myself in the midst of
stress and uncertainty.”
Margaret’s enthusiasm for our mission and
our region will make her a perfect fit in her new
role. As outreach coordinator, she’ll be building
upon her own KNOM volunteer experiences to
serve as a daily liaison and guide for our current,
2015-2016 class of volunteers: Laura, Emily, Maddie, and Mitch. And she’ll be working fervently,
especially during the winter and spring months,

to recruit the next generation of KNOMers, such
as by reading applications and spreading the
word of our unique volunteer program with colleges and universities, especially those with Catholic affiliations or strong traditions of community
service.
Thank you for making possible Margaret’s
return to KNOM. We invite you to join us in wishing her well as she starts her new role. And if you
happen to know any recent or soon-to-be college graduates who might be a good fit for our
mission, don’t forget: we’re currently accepting
applications for the 2016-2017 volunteer year!
More at knom.org.

in your mailbox

largest city to better suit the communications
needs of our mission. While our headquarters remains, and always will be, in Nome, the Anchorage office helps us simplify the logistical hurdles
— and sidestep many of the frequent delays — of
distributing and receiving paper mail from rural
Alaska. Even though our new office has been
open for only a few months, we’re already seeing
the savings of our Anchorage branch beginning
to outweigh its cost. Look for a companion piece
in an upcoming Static for more.

As the calendar year turns over into 2016,
we’d like to mention a few items you may find in
your mailbox from KNOM in the coming weeks —
if not already.
First: year-end receipts. We’ll be mailing
paper receipts (for tax purposes) to KNOM benefactors who gave $100 or more to our mission in
2015. If you need a receipt and haven’t received
one by the end of January, please let us know:
contact us by calling (907) 443-5221 or by
emailing Lynette at business@knom.org. And
if you’d prefer an email receipt, rather than (or in
addition to) a paper one, we’d be happy to suit
your preferences. Note that donations to KNOM
Radio Mission, Inc., are tax-deductible, but only if
you itemize.
Secondly, some donors may have noticed
return mailing addresses in Anchorage, Alaska, on
some of our recent mail pieces. This is because
KNOM has opened a very small office in Alaska’s

Prayers are like seeds. It takes a
while to see the results after they’re
planted. Sometimes it takes months
or years for an answer. Seeds start
out small, but they end up fruitful
— just like prayers.

a few postcards from alaska

Western Alaska, like so many corners of the
globe, is a place often best understood in small snapshots, one at a time. That’s the idea behind a new
series on KNOM that brings our listeners and our
web viewers “audio postcards” from different places
and different moments of daily life in our region. This
monthly show, spearheaded by volunteer producer
Mitch Borden, is called Dearest Alaska. We’d like to
highlight for you two recent episodes.
In November’s show, we hear the sounds of
a rehearsal of the Nome/St. Lawrence Island Dancers (pictured at top), local practitioners of traditional,
Alaska Native drumming and dancing, a key part of
the culture of our region. We hear the ensemble as
they’re practicing their songs and listen to the words
of one of its members, dancer Phyllis Walluk. She
describes both the fun, light, welcoming tone of their
rehearsals and what the music means to her on a
deeper level. “It makes me happy that I know part of
my culture,” she says. “I’m carrying on my culture.”
The December Dearest Alaska, meanwhile,
takes the listener to St. Lawrence Island itself, a small
island located in the Bering Strait, off the coast of
Alaska’s Seward Peninsula. In the village of Savoonga
(suh-VOON-guh), well within KNOM country, we hear
Santa and Mrs. Claus make an early Christmas visit as
part of Operation Santa Claus, a longstanding program that brings gifts, song, goodwill, and cheer to
the isolated communities of our region. Per usual, Mr.
and Mrs. Claus traveled not by reindeer and sleigh but,
rather, by a C-130 cargo airplane — thanks to a little
help from the National Guard.
To hear these joyful snapshots of Western
Alaska, yourself, visit us on the web at knom.org —
and as always, thank you for making Dearest Alaska,
and everything that we do, possible.

“I am a little pencil in God’s hands.”
—Mother Teresa

take knom with you

Want to read this newsletter on your computer, smartphone, tablet, or other internet-capable mobile device? Simply visit this address in your web browser: knom.org/static/614.

Pl e a se co n si d e r K NOM in your es tate planning .

