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dear friend of knom,

In Western Alaska, autumn is so brief
that, for all intents and purposes, it may have
already elapsed by the time these words hit
print. After the bounty of summer — from
the endless light of the midnight sun to the
sometimes-plentiful runs of salmon upon
which our listeners depend — October is
a marked shift. With daylight hours fading
rapidly, snow is very likely this month, even if
it doesn’t stick, and the long, lustrous winter
— the time when rural Alaska, in some ways,
shows its singular beauty the most — imminently awaits. It’s an exciting moment, if
sometimes a challenging one, to be serving
the listeners of Western Alaska.
This month, in the Static, you’ll find
reflections of two staffers: one returned to
KNOM and the other departing after more
than a dozen years of service. In both cases,
their words point to the things that make
KNOM and the region that it serves special.
Don’t miss our (re-)introduction of Fr. Mark, at
right, and our farewell to Kelly on page 4.
Pages 2 and 3, meanwhile, are a snapshot of our region, the Arctic and sub-Arctic;
you’ll read about a few special events that
recently punctuated life in the place we call
home, and the ways KNOMers covered them.
Now, as much as ever, KNOM endeavors to be at the vanguard of all things Western Alaska. Thanks so much for helping us to
serve, and celebrate, this incredible, singular,
joyful region. It’s all possible thanks to you.

“Let Jesus be in your heart,
eternity in your spirit, the world
under your feet, the will of God
in your actions, and let the love
of God shine forth from you.”
— St. Catherine of Genoa

say hello (again!) to father mark

A few weeks ago, we were paid a special visit
from KNOM Radio Mission’s spiritual director. He’s
a person with a long history with our radio station
and with the Catholic faithful throughout our part
of Alaska, and in the coming months and years, he’ll
continue to deepen his connection to both. If you
haven’t already, meet Father Mark Hoelsken.
Longtime supporters may be well familiar with
Father Mark; he’s no stranger to KNOM. Originally
from Denver, he was among the many hardworking volunteers who came to KNOM in the mid-1970s
through the Jesuit Volunteer Corps, or JVC. First assigned to an evening deejay shift, he quickly took on
the responsibilities of an engineer, as well.
He entered the novitiate of the Society of Jesus in Portland, Oregon, in 1978; he then studied at
Gonzaga University, where he earned a bachelor’s in
philosophy in 1984, and at Toronto’s Regis College,
where he completed theology studies in 1991.
Mark became Father Mark in June 1991 and,
after ordination, was immediately sent back to Alaska:
this time, to join the Jesuits serving the Yup’ik Catholic
communities of the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta (just past
the southern fringes of KNOM’s AM listening range).
Father Mark serves the Y-K Delta to this day: in Bethel,
Alaska, he’s the director of the Rural Deacon Program.
As our spiritual director (a volunteer role for
KNOM), Fr. Mark provides loving guidance and a
sensibility rooted in faith, service, and decades of time
spent serving the same communities that listen to
C ontinued on page 2

KNOM. About his position, Fr. Mark says:
I am delighted to serve KNOM in the capacity of spiritual director; I find that I’ve returned full circle through my volunteer position
here. KNOM has, from the beginning and to this
day, earned a proud and honored place in the
hearts and imaginations of people in the villages
as well as a renowned reputation among professional broadcasters, within and beyond Alaska,
as a reliable public servant. In truth, I became
attracted to the Society of Jesus because I loved
the experiences I had as a volunteer in service of
others through KNOM.
I have an enthusiastic hope for the role of
KNOM in the contemporary struggle for the
health and wellbeing of Alaska Native communities. KNOM today, perhaps more even than in
earlier years, is positioned to play an important
supportive role as the Arctic and sub-Arctic regions of Alaska become more and more critical
to economic, social, and cultural development
and to the environmental health of our planet.
That position is thanks in large part to the contributions that KNOM, its staff, volunteers, and
benefactors, have made toward creating KNOM
to be a credible and important instrument for
giving voice to rural and Alaska Native concerns.
Indeed, KNOM has been — and is — an important voice in, and for, Western Alaska.
To my position as spiritual director for
KNOM I also bring an enthusiastic hope that, at
this crucial moment in its growth as an independent Catholic radio station, I might benefit
both this fine station and the parishes I serve by
the aid KNOM can give to the development and
growth of truly Yup’ik Catholic churches in the
villages of the Y-K Delta.
We invite you to join us in praying for Father
Mark as he continues his service with KNOM — and, of
course, we thank you for all you do for our mission.

a first for the arctic: a president

Our corner of Alaska was host to an historic
visit last month. President Barack Obama’s trip
to our state marked the first time a sitting president
visited the Arctic — or anywhere in bush Alaska — and
thanks to you, KNOM news was on the front lines
both before and during this unprecedented trip.
With a smaller version of his iconic Air Force
One (pictured), President Obama touched down in
Kotzebue, Alaska, 30 miles north of the Arctic Circle,
on September 2nd. Our reporters — Matthew Smith,

The world wants your best. God
wants your all.

Laura Kraegel, and Emily Russell — were in fine
form to cover all angles of the trip. Emily broke a
major story on a key announcement of the President’s
visit (in essence, that a federal agency tasked with
Alaska infrastructure projects, the Denali Commission,
would take the lead in state efforts to address Arctic climate issues), and Matthew sent back to Nome
regular stories from Kotzebue. Matt also snapped the
photos on page 2, showing, among other scenes,
the President meeting with Kotzebue’s John Baker,
the first Inupiat ever to win the Iditarod Trail Sled Dog
Race, and Baker’s sled dog puppy, Feather.
For lots more, visit knom.org and search for
“Obama” (or, find links in the web version of this story).

Death is not extinguishing the
light; it is putting out the lamp
because the dawn has come.

a joyful visit to alaska’s far west

Per usual for our volunteer program in autumn,
KNOMers have been traveling to various corners of
our listening area, recently.
As you may know, a longstanding sponsorship
agreement with a regional airline means our transportation to the small communities we serve is almost
always free; the trips are possible, too, thanks to the
flexibility, grit, and enthusiasm of our volunteers —
and, of course, your generosity.
Last month, among our volunteers’ travels was
a special visit to the community of Wales — one of
Alaska’s westernmost places — by volunteers Mitch
Borden and Maddie Winchester. The two producers went there to observe, report on, and gather production material from one of our region’s most notable annual events: the Kingikmiut (KING-ick-myoot)
Dance Festival, which brings together practitioners of
traditional Alaska Native music and storytelling from
throughout KNOM country.
As Maddie describes in a recent post on knom.
org, the trip was “the stuff of dreams” because of the
rare, vivid glimpse into the Western Alaska culture that
it afforded. They met the “welcoming and knowledgable” people of Wales, ate reindeer soup, witnessed
hours of traditional cultural performances, and gathered materials that will bear fruit in KNOM’s broadcasts. Even repeated travel delays because of fog —
entirely typical for travel in rural Alaska, at any time of
year — did not dampen the experience.
Maddie and Mitch returned to Nome having
strengthened our connection to the communities we
serve — with, as Maddie describes, laughter and smiles
on their faces. And, it was all thanks to you!
(Photos: the Wales landscape, a festival dance
performance, and Mitch and Maddie during the trip.)

“People see God every day. They
just don’t recognize Him.”
— Pearl Bailey

farewell, kelly

It’s with a great sense of bittersweetness
that we report the departure of a KNOM staffer
with deep roots and an extensive history at our
mission. As of late September, Kelly Brabec has
departed KNOM to pursue new directions.
Over the years, Kelly has given so much
to our mission, first as a volunteer (1998-2000;
pictured) and then a staff member from 2002
onwards; she’s served the majority of this time as
our station’s program director, with direct oversight over all of KNOM’s non-news programming,
and as a supervisor for dozens of our full-time
volunteers. Here’s Kelly, in her own words, on
what KNOM has meant to her:
KNOM has, without a doubt, formulated who I am today. What I’ve gained
from my time at KNOM is a very deep sense
of gratitude: gratitude for the daily opportunities to be invited into the homes and
hearts of our loyal listeners; gratitude and
appreciation for the generosity of our donors and for the dedication and courage of
the numerous volunteers who have passed
through the doors of KNOM.
One can not be a great leader without being a student of those you’re leading. I’ve learned so much through the eyes
and hearts of the volunteers who said “yes”
to the unique service opportunity that is

KNOM, located in such a remote area with
a really big learning curve. I’ve been blessed
to have been in a position to seed vision
and empower creative, service-driven individuals in their daily lives and work. Being invited to join them in their journeys of
discovery and struggle to reach their fullest
potential has been priceless.
Thanks to those who have pushed me
to strive higher and to dig deeper. Without
the voice of encouragement, it’s easy to
remain in the safe zone of everyday life. My
time at KNOM has taught me it’s healthy
and brave to test the waters, ask hard questions, and risk ideas. Sometimes, not being
safe isn’t necessarily a bad place to be — but,
rather, a growing place to be.
Thank you, Western Alaska, for an
amazing life journey so far. It’s been an
honor and a privilege. I’ll treasure it always.
For so many at KNOM and throughout
our region, Kelly has been a guiding influence, a
source of leadership, kindness, and compassion,
and a friend. For so many years, Kelly’s work has
helped make KNOM a mission, we believe, worthy of your pride and support. We thank you for
helping to make Kelly’s tenure at KNOM possible,
and we wish her all the success and happiness in
the world as she departs for new horizons. We’ll
miss her greatly.

take knom with you

Want to read this newsletter on your computer, smartphone, tablet, or other internet-capable mobile device? Simply visit this address in your web browser: knom.org/static/610.

Pl e a se co n si d e r K NOM in your es tate planning .

