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dear friend of knom,

Summer rolls on in Western Alaska,
and at KNOM, that means it’s a time of transition — especially for our volunteer program.
This month, we’re proud to feature, in
a special way, a few glimpses into our incredible region and the uniquely talented volunteers who serve it. You’ll find snapshots of
both aspirations and legacies — beginnings
and endings — of our outstanding volunteers’
contributions to Western Alaska.
At right, you’ll meet our newly-arrived
news volunteers, whose acumen for reporting and enthusiasm for our region are already
bearing fruit in our daily newscasts.
On page three, you’ll see the “other
side of the coin” of our volunteer program:
examples of the legacies left in the wake of
the departing volunteers from our production
department. By helping to uncover unique,
vital stories of the sub-Arctic — and programming that inspires, entertains, and informs
— they’ve made an incredible difference in
Alaska. And they’ve done so thanks to you.
Finally, you’ll find on page four the reflections of a volunteer alumna who recently
made a special return visit to Nome. We can’t
think of a better coda than the insights of one
whose time at KNOM has come full-circle.
We hope you’ll find, in this issue, new
iterations of familiar themes: that your generosity makes a daily, positive difference in
the lives of thousands in rural Alaska; that this
region is uniquely blessed by your support;
and that we couldn’t be happier to have you
with us on the journey. Thanks for all you do
for Western Alaska.

“Every person is a gaping space
waiting to be filled with God.”
— Olivier Clement

in with the new(sies)

We’re happy to introduce to you the two volunteers who will serve as KNOM’s news reporters during the 2015-2016 service year. Meet Laura Kraegel
and Emily Russell.
Laura (pictured at top), whom Static readers
may recognize from her photo in the July issue, hails
from the city of Mount Prospect, Illinois, a northwest
suburb of Chicago. A 2013 graduate of the University
of Notre Dame with a focus in literature and philosophy, Laura brings to KNOM experience both in reporting and in service.
During her undergraduate studies, Laura wrote
for Notre Dame’s The Scholastic: she started as a reporter and, ultimately, served as the publication’s editorial director. After graduation, she moved to Boston
to serve in a volunteer role as a middle-school mathematics teacher, working in small groups. It’s experience that Laura says left her eager for more service
— and that made her excited to find a program, like
KNOM’s, that combined service and journalism.
Emily — who’s pictured next to the story ideas
list whiteboard inside KNOM’s newsroom — hails from
C ontinued on page 2

Queensbury, an upstate New York town an hour north
of Albany. She’s a 2011 grad of Maine’s Bates College,
where she majored in environmental studies.
While her degree came from Maine, however,
Emily’s path to KNOM began, of all places, in Copenhagen, Denmark, where she spent a semester (while
a Bates student) studying abroad. A class on the “literature of ice and snow” sparked an interest in Arctic culture and history, which, in turn, prompted her
undergraduate thesis on cargo shipping in the Northwest Passage (a sea route through the Arctic).
Ultimately, Emily carried her zeal for the North
into three-year master’s program at the University
of Alaska-Fairbanks, which she completed earlier
this year. Her years in Alaska — and, in particular,
time interning at the U.S. Arctic Research Commission — inspired her to write her master’s thesis on the
Bering Strait region, which is the very region KNOM
serves. Her thesis wasn’t the only thing Emily wrote;
like Laura, she also worked on the campus newspaper
(UAF’s The Sun Star), where she brought “my take on
life in Alaska as an outsider” to a regular column.
We’re thrilled to have these two exceptional
writers serving as KNOM’s 2015-2016 news volunteers. Alongside news director Matthew Smith,
Laura and Emily will be crafting the local news stories
that our listeners — and readers on knom.org — will
be receiving every day. (As you can see in the photo
above right, they’re already immersed within our news
department’s day-to-day; they’re pictured attending
a daily news meeting with outgoing newsies Jenn
Ruckel and Francesca Fenzi.)
We warmly invite you to explore Emily and
Laura’s work online; their reporting efforts, over the
coming year, will be a vitally-needed service that your
generosity makes possible.

“Be obedient to what is
important, not to what is
urgent.”
— Fr. Steve Dougherty

“oh, how the years go by...”

By joining KNOM, our volunteers become part
of a history that stretches back to even before our first
broadcast. As part of each year’s volunteer orientation, general manager Ric Schmidt conducts a history session to give our newest hires a primer on this
heritage. This year, by happy coincidence, the session
(pictured) happened on our anniversary: July 14th, 44
years to the day from KNOM’s first broadcast in 1971.
The photo at bottom shows an example of the type
of history Ric shared: it’s a snapshot of KNOM volunteers in 1984, in which a then-brand-new volunteer
Ric Schmidt, pictured standing, was enjoying a goingaway party for fellow volunteer M.C. Yanikoski.

Great occasions to serve God
and His children come very
seldomly in our lives.
But little ones surround us each
and every day.

our ‘15 producers look back

This month, we’re bidding a final goodbye
to our volunteer class of 2015: Jenn Ruckel,
Caitlin Whyte, Courtney Cousins, Francesca
Fenzi, and Kristin Leffler, pictured above (inside KNOM’s under-construction studio annex).
As Static readers may know, summer
brings the changing of the guard — the turnover
of service years — for the full-time volunteer program that forms the core of KNOM’s workforce.
After a profile on our departing news volunteers
last month, we’re saying goodbye to our production volunteers: Caitlin, Courtney, and Kristin.
For Courtney, among her successes of
the past year has been revitalizing a regionallyinspired, Alaska Native storytelling program called
Let’s Tell Legends and Stories (which readers can
explore online at knom.org). She’s also deejayed
in the afternoon and written and produced some
of KNOM’s signature radio spots (on both inspirational and educational topics). In these and other
areas, she says she’s gratified by the level of local
engagement and community-wide cooperation she’s seen within KNOM. To be a community
resource that both serves and springs from the
community, she reflects, “is a great service to
offer,” especially when “voices from the community... take the microphone themselves.”
For Caitlin, it’s been an honor to have
grown relationships with Western Alaska listeners,
who’ve trusted and valued her contributions by
tuning in to KNOM throughout her service year.
That type of relationship is “something you don’t
really get at any other radio station in the country,” she says; “I’m very thankful.” Highlights of
Caitlin’s year have included collaborating on educational radio spots on Iñupiaq, one of the Alaska
Native languages of the region we serve, with

Marjorie Tahbone (a member of the Nome
community who also hosts her own popular music show on KNOM). And Caitlin’s also hosted our
Morning Show, helping thousands of rural Alaskans start their day — engaged, entertained, and
informed — every weekday for the past year.
Kristin, too, leaves rural Alaska with a deep
appreciation for the ways the region has welcomed and taught her. A year ago, she says, “I
knew that living and working here would change
me, but I could never have imagined the ways in
which it would… There’s a certain magic to living in Nome, and I’m thankful to have been able
to work and live here.” Some of that “magic” has
certainly shined through in Kristin’s work with the
storytelling series she’s helmed, Story49, which
she says was a “dream come true” to produce
and develop during her KNOM tenure. It’s been
an “honor” to “observe people’s passion and love
for this region” through her production work, she
says, and Kristin’s pursuing that connection to our
region right through her final weeks at KNOM:
next month, look for details on Kristin’s recent
travels to the community of Gambell, Alaska.
In the end, Kristin mirrors the sentiments
of all of our ‘15 volunteers when she says, “I’m
thankful for the trust that people gave me.”
Of course, we’re thankful, too: both for our
volunteers’ work and for your support, making
possible their incredible, tireless efforts throughout the 2014-2015 service year. We hope you’ll
join us in wishing all of our departing volunteers a
heartfelt farewell, and again, thank you.

You don’t have to be great to start
something, but you have to start
something in order to be great.

margaret and josh, full circle

At KNOM, the mission of building relationships and gently changing lives informs so much
of what we do, every day. We’re gratified when
the fruits of this mission benefit not only our listeners but, also, our own volunteers and staff.
That’s definitely the case for volunteer
alumni Margaret DeMaioribus and Josh Cunningham, who became close friends during
their shared volunteer year (2012–2013). Both
our mission and the region and people it serves
made an indelible mark upon Josh and Margaret,
as evidenced by their decision to return to Nome
in late June: to reconnect with old friends and to
bring their service years full circle.
Here’s Margaret’s own words on her and
Josh’s reunion trip to Nome:
I had the recent opportunity to visit
Nome in June with one of my fellow volunteers, Josh. He and I had talked on end
about how much we missed Nome and
often reminisced about the growth and
experiences of our shared volunteer year.
It seemed only natural to want to return to
reflect on our time there.
Arriving at the airport in Nome, it felt
like I hadn’t left. Walking around town and
reconnecting with friends and community
members brought back so many memories.
Even talking with the current KNOM volunteers, I was reminded of those first few
months, when I arrived and had no idea of
the adventures ahead.

So much has happened in my life since
my year at KNOM. I’ve moved to my dream
city, Seattle, returned to a career path in
health sciences, and developed and shared
relationships with incredible people. However, even though I am no longer broadcasting news and playing music each week,
those skills and experiences are still with
me in my daily life: from humbling myself
to learn new things, to learning how to ask
deeper questions and listen, as well as how
to be present to others and myself in the
midst of stress and uncertainty.
Ric, our boss at KNOM, had always
said of the volunteer program that we’d be
“unpacking this for the rest of our lives,” and
nothing could be truer. KNOM taught me an
immense amount then, which I carry with
me now, and will continue to reflect and
build upon into the future.
Thanks so much for all you do to enable
our ongoing volunteer program. Thanks, too, to
Josh and Margaret, who not only graced us with
their presence for a few days but also pitched in
a few more hours’ worth of volunteer work as
guest deejays. They even joined Nome’s Midnight
Sun Festival parade: Josh as a reading “superhero”
and Margaret in a waterdrop costume, respectively encouraging literacy and good health (by
drinking water). (Thanks to Josh for the photo!)
We’re so happy to count Josh and Margaret among our KNOM alumni — and you among
our KNOM family, for making it all possible.

take knom with you

Want to read this newsletter on your computer, smartphone, tablet, or other internet-capable mobile device? Simply visit this address in your web browser: knom.org/static/608.

Pl e a se co n si d e r K NOM in your es tate planning .

