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dear friend of knom,

Summer is the season when, thanks to
the midnight sun, Alaska shines the brightest.
Thanks to you, we believe it’s a time when
our mission beams a little more brightly, too.
This month, there’s so much to tell
you — easily more than the four pages of
this Static will allow. If there’s a theme for the
June issue, however, it’s likely “dedication.”
As you’ll find at right, dedication has
underpinned the service of our talented
coworker and friend, Betsy Brennan, who
finally departs KNOM this month after years
of work to our radio mission. Dedication is at
the heart, too, of the special way some of our
volunteers and staff gave back to our local
community, through the arts, in early May.
As you’ll read on page 3, dedication
— to cost-efficiency and to the long-term
needs of KNOM — spurs us to find new, better ways to outfit our buildings, especially the
digital studios that, with your support, we’re
currently building. And a sense of dedication to the needs of our region continues to
keep our volunteers and staff busy, whether
it’s with special travel throughout our region
(page 4) or news and entertainment programming that’s continuing to win the accolades of our broadcasting peers (page 2).
Your generosity makes such an incredible difference, every day. There’ll be lots
more to tell you in our July and August issues,
but for now, thanks so much for all you do.

Humility is to the various
virtues what the chain is in a
Rosary. Take away the chain,
and the beads are scattered;
remove humility, and all virtues
vanish.
— St. Josemaría Escrivá

farewell, betsy

Summertime at KNOM is always a bittersweet
season of hellos and goodbyes, with the turnover of
service terms for our full-time volunteers. But this
year, we have one more “goodbye” to say: to formervolunteer-turned-staffer Betsy Brennan.
For the past 3 years, Betsy has worked at
KNOM as our development data manager, a position
that gave her the unique opportunity to interact with
many of our supporters, either on the telephone or via
mail or email. It’s but the latest way she’s put her intellect, dedication, good humor, and charm to the task in
service of Western Alaska at KNOM: she also worked
part-time in the KNOM business office from 2006 to
2011 and, before that, served as a KNOM volunteer
from 1988 to 1990. (She’s pictured, on page 2, from
her volunteer days.)
In mid-May, Betsy departed KNOM to embrace
a different way of serving our rural Alaska community:
as a criminal justice technician with the Alaska State
Troopers in Nome. We will miss her immensely within
our office but know she’ll continue to do great work
in law enforcement (as well as with the Nome Board
of Education, of which she is the president).
As to the legacy she leaves behind, Betsy has
always brought sharp thinking, enthusiasm, and verve
to her work at KNOM. She looks back on her tenure
with our mission in this way:
I tend to think of time passing in terms of
comparing it to my kids’ growth and age. I think
about when I came back to work at KNOM parttime in 2006. My daughter was 3, and my son
was 6. Now, they are 11 and 14. Where did the
C ontinued on page 2

time fly?

If life gets too hard to stand...
kneel.

It has been such a great experience working here — with wonderful, caring people. I have
enjoyed speaking to donors and getting a small
glimpse into their lives when they write notes
and call. I have come full circle, again, now that
I am leaving KNOM. I came to Nome through
KNOM as a volunteer in 1988, then returned as
an employee in 2006. KNOM will always hold a
special place in my heart.
We know you’ll join us in wishing Betsy all the
very best in the future. In concert with the donors with
whom she so frequently interacted, we know that
she made a great difference in the lives of so many in
Western Alaska. We’ll miss you, Betsy!

spring awards for knom

Nothing is unimportant in a life
lived for God.

This spring has been an exceptionally awardwinning season for our small radio mission. In the past
month, we’ve been humbled with awards for excellence in broadcasting and online content from two
different respected media organizations.
In late April, the annual gathering of the Alaska
Press Club saw KNOM staff and even a few KNOM
alumni take home awards. Our weekday newscast,
KNOM Update News — a mixture of local and regional
stories — won for Best Daily News Program (led by
news director Matthew Smith). KNOM’s monthly
storytelling show, Story49, won for Best Ongoing
Public Affairs (program), with nods both to KNOM
volunteer alumna Emily Bieniek, who created the
show in 2013, and current volunteer producer Kristin
Leffler, who’s stewarded the show since her arrival
at KNOM last year. Web director David Dodman
won third place for Best News Photo for an image of
a Nome apartment fire in September 2014, an event
which some Static readers may recall from our November 2014 issue. Kristin, Matt, and David are pictured at left — above David’s award-winning photo
from the September fire.
In the wake of our Press Club nods, we were
excited last month, too, with the news that the Academy of Interactive and Visual Arts had bestowed another of its Communicator Awards upon our mission: this
time, for the annual “Christmas play” radio drama that
our volunteers create each year. Our 2014 production,
Scout and the Unlikely Sled Team, earned a Communicator for current volunteers Courtney Cousins
and Caitlin Whyte, as the play’s writer and producer,
respectively. They’re pictured at left, too.
As always, we share these exciting awards with

you, the people who ultimately make all of our work
possible. While the end goal of our daily efforts isn’t to
win awards, we’re glad to receive nods such as these
that put KNOM’s work into a broader context — and
that, ultimately, allow stories and perspectives from
Western Alaska to reach an even wider audience. So
again, thank you — and congratulations!
To explore examples of KNOM’s award-winning news reporting and its Story49 episodes, visit us
on the web at knom.org.

the importance... of giving back
It was a proud moment both for the Nome
community and for KNOM early last month, as a local theatre production brought a few of our full-time
volunteers into the arts scene of our region — and
brought a taste of 1890s England to 2010s Alaska.
In May, the Nome Arts Council presented three
showings of the Oscar Wilde comedy The Importance
of Being Earnest. As you may have read in a few of the
ongoing web posts of our volunteers (on knom.org),
the show featured KNOMers both on-stage and off.
First-year volunteer Courtney Cousins and
community volunteer Marjorie Tahbone, whose
voices are well-known to KNOM listeners (as the
hosts of our Late Afternoon Show and Wednesday’s
Alianait Radio, respectively) held leading roles as
Wilde’s characters Cecily Cardew and Gwendolyn
Fairfax. They’re pictured at right. Fellow KNOMers
Jenn Ruckel, Francesca Fenzi, Kristin Leffler,
and David Dodman helped out behind-the-scenes:
whether by painting sets, producing sound effect or
music cues, or other logistics.
We thought you might enjoy knowing that
these already-talented KNOMers found new ways
to entertain and engage our community this spring
— with a lot of hard work, of course, and a little help
from Oscar Wilde. It’s but the latest example of service to our community continuing even outside of the
studio.

at knom, the future is bright.
literally.

The expansion and renovation of our Nome
broadcast studios and facilities has been a major project of recent years. With The Tom and Florence Busch
Digital Studios, our goal is not only to increase the size
of KNOM’s production and broadcast spaces but, also,
to modernize them: with hardware that, compared
with our current technology, is more power-efficient,
C ontinued on page 4

easier to maintain (even in remote Nome), and
more likely to keep serving our mission well for
decades to come.
While the new studios aren’t yet ready for
use as broadcast facilities, some of the technologies they’ll employ — and that will be incorporated into our existing studios, as renovations — are
already being tested. One example: LED lights.
The LED light fixture you see being installed on page 3 (by Nome contractor Pat
Knodel) is the first of its kind within KNOM. It’s a
bright, clear light that fits into the existing housing
used by fluorescent lights, but its bulbs use less
energy (18 watts per tube rather than 32 watts for

a “restorative” trip to wales

We’re always happy when our volunteers
travel to the isolated communities that KNOM
serves. These trips, in a vital way, deepen our relationship with our listening region.
That’s definitely the case with a return visit
of news volunteers Jenn Ruckel and Francesca
Fenzi to the community of Wales, Alaska (on the
westernmost fringes of our state, and pictured
above). The two visited back in autumn 2014 and
returned this April to prepare radio pieces about
the garments they’re pictured wearing: qaspeqs
(CUSS-pucks), which are beloved, traditional
Alaska Native clothing. Their trip — which, thanks
to an ongoing sponsorship with a regional airline,
was almost completely free — clearly yielded
more than just good sound bites. As Jenn writes,
It was so restorative to sit in a room of

fluorescents), and they’re expected to last much
longer (10 or even 20 years, rather than 3), making them significantly cheaper in the long run —
not to mention, more pleasant to use.
Replacing the most frequently-used fluorescent lights within KNOM’s existing studios
with energy-efficient LEDs will cost, we estimate,
$5,889.24 (42 fixtures at $140.22 per fixture).
With the nearly doubled energy efficiency already
described — and Nome’s current electricity costs
of 40.3 ¢/kWh — we estimate the bulbs will have
paid for themselves in 2 years. Soon, we hope,
LED lights will illuminate both our old studios and
the new — thanks to you.

women sewing, little girls running around,
borrowing our microphones to interview
each other… And then wearing those qaspeqs to the Wales choir practice, we joined
in singing Americana-style folk hymns with
some really talented musicians.
Thanks so much for allowing our volunteers not only to experience rural Alaska, but also
to share this experience and to give back to the
places we serve in a special way. As always, it’s all
possible thanks to you.

Joy is a net of love by which we
catch souls.
– Mother Teresa

take knom with you

Want to read this newsletter on your computer, smartphone, tablet, or other internet-capable mobile device? Simply visit this address in your web browser: knom.org/static/606.

Pl e a se co n si d e r K NOM in your es tate planning .

