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dear friend of knom,

With your support, we broadcast to an
incredible corner of the world. This month,
we hope you’ll find, in a new way, a little bit
more of what makes the communities and
cultures of rural Alaska so special, so unique,
and so vibrant.
Our newsletter this month showcases
two different places within KNOM’s region —
the communities of Wales and Point Hope
— and two very different types of work trips
that brought our volunteers there. On pages
2 and 3, you’ll travel with most of our current
volunteer class to a beloved annual music
festival, and on page 4, we highlight an important news story that’s continuing to evolve
in northern Alaska.
In Nome and environs — both within
KNOM and throughout the community — this
month is a time to prepare for winter, even as
we enjoy our very brief sub-Arctic autumn.
With frost on morning windows and the
tundra gradually hardening and losing the last
hints of its fall colors (similar to the reds, yellows, and orange hues of deciduous trees in
the Lower 48), we know that the snow will be
falling soon, building up the winter landscape
we’ll maintain through April or even May.
This can be a difficult time of year, but
we know that the programming you make
possible — whether it’s updated weather
forecasts, news, weekly call-in shows, or
Alaska Native music and storytelling — makes
a daily difference in our listeners’ lives. Thank
you so much for supporting Western Alaska
in this season of activity, preparation, and
change. It means a lot.

People see God every day; they
just don’t recognize Him.
– Pearl Bailey

caitlin, spot-on

She’s come a long way to help make our mission possible, and she’s the first voice many of our
listeners hear every weekday. First-year volunteer
Caitlin Whyte, most recently a resident of New York
City, is now our Morning Show host and, in her off-air
hours, a producer at KNOM.
Originally from Rochester, New York, Caitlin
graduated in 2011 from the State University of New
York (SUNY) at Plattsburgh. Before arriving at our mission in mid-July, she worked both within radio and
television in New York City; it’s broadcast experience
she’s now putting to good use at KNOM.
As one of our volunteer producers, Caitlin
oversees “spots”: short radio messages, 30 to 90 seconds in length, covering a wide variety of topics, similar to public service announcements (or PSAs). The
spots that Caitlin writes and produces focus on our
Western Alaska region, community issues, and overall
educational and informational topics.
As a producer, Caitlin is continuing a spot production tradition that goes back to KNOM’s earliest
days on the air (in 1971), although she says that some
of her favorite spots — those focusing on technology in a rural Alaskan context — are very much of the
modern era.
Now, as always, thanks so much for allowing
our producers, and all of our volunteers, to stay actively connected to the communities we serve.

to the edge of the continent

The region that your support allows KNOM to
serve — the rural stretches of Western Alaska — is as
vibrant as it is massive, as fascinating as it is remote.
Nothing conveys these extremes more than the trips
that our volunteers so often take to the isolated villages of KNOM’s AM listening area.
We’re happy to report that, in late August, four
of our newly arrived volunteers — Caitlin Whyte,
Francesca Fenzi (pictured), Jenn Ruckel, and
Courtney Cousins — were able to spend time in the
village of Wales. It’s one of the westernmost inhabited
places in North America, a place where, on a clear
day, you can see the easternmost coastlines of Russia (faintly visible near the horizon in the top photos).
Thanks to a sponsorship arrangement with a regional
airline, the airfare for this special trip, like almost all of
our village travel, was completely free.
Our volunteers’ primary reason for making the
journey to Wales — about an hour’s plane ride northwest from Nome — was to attend the Kingikmiut
(KING-ick-myoot) Dance Festival, a beloved annual
gathering of traditional Alaska Native music and dance
ensembles from throughout our region. Per usual,
Kingikmiut 2014 was a rich experience and a chance
for our crew to record music and gather materials for
potential radio productions. Regarding the festival’s
dance performances (such as the one pictured), volunteer news reporter Francesca says she was in awe
of “how expressive even the smallest gestures can
be” and of the “nuance of emotion” conveyed by the
festival’s most honored participants — the community
elders. But, she also points out, it’s an event for young
and old alike: a “multi-generational thing.”
Even outside the confines of the festival, our
volunteers had ample opportunity to learn more
about Alaska Native culture. They learned to make
Alaskan kuspuks, garments somewhat similar to a
hooded sweatshirt (but with thinner, colorful cotton
calico), by spending time with a visiting teacher at the
Wales school. Pictured is Caitlin working on her own
kuspuk, which she prepared in the traditional way: by
measuring the fabric against her own body frame and
then ripping the fabric by hand. A few of our volun-

When you hold a candle to light the
way for someone else, a little bit of that
light falls on you.

teers even got to meet Maligiaq (muh-LEE-gee-ack),
an expert builder of traditional kayaks who happened
to be visiting Wales from his native Greenland and was
(carefully) building a kayak throughout the weekend.
Finally, Francesca and Caitlin also had the opportunity to travel to Tin City (pictured page 2, bottom), another coastal community a short distance
past Wales. It’s a remote, largely abandoned site with
a still-active military base that, during the Cold War,
would have been one of America’s closest points of
contact with the Soviet Union. In Tin City, where less
than 20 people still live, Francesca and Caitlin were
able to explore sections of the military installation that
are now abandoned, such as the massive, defunct microwave link towering over Caitlin at left. (Very similar,
Cold-War-era communications towers are still standing in Nome, as well.) This visit is just a reminder of the
unique position that rural Alaska once had — and still
holds — in America’s larger involvement in the Arctic.
As always, we can’t thank you enough for making possible trips like these. They introduce our volunteers to the incredible region we serve — and vice
versa — and are a source of vitality for our mission.
Thanks so much.

The miracles of nature don’t seem
like miracles because they’re so much
a part of our everyday living. If no
one had ever seen a flower, a weed in
bloom would be breathtaking.

are you a KNOM transmitter?

That’s the question we’ll be asking throughout
this month, as we kick off our first email campaign!
We’ll be encouraging our supporters to help us “transmit” KNOM — or spread the word about our mission — by sending e-cards to family and friends. It’s
an autumn campaign that will kick off with the email
message pictured at left.
If you’re not already on our email list, and/or if
you’d like to get involved, visit us this month at knom.
org. Every e-card sent will make a big difference!
Separately, this month also marks the fourth
time The Nome Static will be delivered via email. As
always, the option is yours to receive content like this
by print mail, email, both, or neither. Adjust your communications preferences either online at knom.org
or by calling 907-443-5221.

a story 50 years in the making

A half-century ago, amid the height of the
Cold War, the U.S. government almost went through
with plans to detonate nuclear bombs a few dozen
miles from Point Hope, Alaska, a community just past
the northern edge of what would become KNOM’s
listening area. The purpose of the explosions would
not have been for warfare but, rather, for large-scale
engineering projects. The legacy of this halted plan
and what happened instead — what was called Project Chariot — prompted a very unique reporting trip
undertaken earlier this summer by outgoing KNOM
news volunteer Zachariah Hughes.
In early August, Zach was able to join a small,
elite group of journalists who flew to Point Hope
(pictured at middle) and the Project Chariot site (bottom), a few dozen miles from the village, as part of a
delegation organized by the U.S. Department of Energy. The flight brought Zach to Cape Thompson, the
site that, in the 1960s, was slated for the controlled
nuclear explosions. The detonations, meant to help
create an “Arctic deep draft port,” were halted after
extensive public opposition, but — as was revealed
decades later, with the declassification of government
records — high explosives (non-nuclear) were used at
the site, nonetheless. The government is now taking
steps to clean up the site, even as many questions linger within the Point Hope community. Their concerns
stem, in part, from the importance of Cape Thompson
for traditional subsistence hunting, as well as a long
desire to know the full accounting of what happened
during Project Chariot, whose records are still being
declassified and uncovered. In the words of former
Point Hope mayor and experienced whaler Steve
Oomittuk, “That Cape Thompson area is very vital to
us.” Oomittuk is pictured wearing a traditional mask of
Tulaqniqraq, the Raven Man, carved by his brother.
Thanks to you, we were able to bring this fascinating and crucial story to our region — and shed
light on the life and complex history of a place (Point
Hope) that even KNOM volunteers rarely get to see.
We urge you to hear the story yourself at knom.org.

The question is not whether the
world can go on without me,
but whether it’s going to be any
better because of me.

take knom with you

Want to read this newsletter on your smartphone, tablet, or other internetcapable mobile device? If your device has a QR code scanner, just scan the bar
code at right. Or, simply visit this address (on any device): knom.org/static/597.

Pl e a se co n si d e r K NOM in your es tate planning .

