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dear friend of knom,

For the first time in a while, our month
begins without the Arctic glow of our midnight sun. The onset of a new season is palpable throughout our corner of the world.
Change happens in many places during the coming of autumn, but it’s felt in a
singular way in the region your support allows KNOM to serve. In rural Alaska, September is a time to begin preparing in earnest for
the long winter that no longer seems so far
in the future. It’s the tail end of the summer
subsistence season: a time to wrap up berrypicking and hunting, a time for the final trips
home from the rural, remote fishing camps
where some of our listeners have spent the
recent months (with their radio dials very
often tuned to KNOM). This is a season, too,
for reunions and special gatherings, whether
they’re regional Alaska Native dance festivals
or cultural conventions or, simply, the first
days back at school.
Across Western Alaska, your support will be felt by thousands of people this
season, whether it’s through weather warnings in advance of fall storms, community
announcements on school events or voting
information, or news reports on the latest
from across the Great Land. As you’ll see in
this issue of the Static, people who listen to
KNOM will be informed, engaged, and uplifted thanks to your generosity this season.
Thank you so much for all you do for our
mission. It means a lot.
Our midnight sun is now gone; this is
the first full month since the late winter that
our skies will be completely dark at night. And
while it’s sad to see our summer go — and
to say goodbye to our outgoing volunteers,
about whom you’ll read on page 2 — we
know that it’s only in the darkest nights that
the stars shine the brightest. Thank you for
bringing your light to our listeners during this
season of sweeping, beautiful change.

jenn, “welcomed into the story”

Volunteer news reporter Jenn Ruckel has
been busy this summer. After arriving at our station
in June, she’s been working not only to collect the
bare facts of rural Alaska’s news stories, but, also, to
immerse herself in this region to understand it — and
thereby report on it — better.
Taking cues from some of the KNOM reporters who have come before her, Jenn says that there’s
a difference between “knowing” and “understanding”
life in Alaska. The latter often requires experiencing
the lifestyles that are represented in our newscasts.
A great example: Jenn’s recent reporting trip
aboard a crabbing vessel in the Bering Sea. The trip
wasn’t the stuff of reality television, but rather, a taste
of the actual reality of fishing in our region. Out at sea,
Jenn learned what deckhands do to catch crabs and
then crafted a story (available at knom.org) on the
challenges currently facing our region’s crab fishery.
In moments like these, Jenn says, “you can become a (small) part of the story you’re telling, and that
makes your story better.” It’s a “huge blessing,” she
continues, “to be welcomed into the story.”
At KNOM, we definitely count our news team
— and your support, making their work possible — as
a huge blessing, indeed. Thank you.

God’s promises are like stars: the darker
the night, the brighter they shine.

“a year on top of the world”

It’s a bittersweet time at KNOM as we bid
farewell to each of the five outstanding volunteers whose work and personality has so brightened our mission: not only within our studio
walls, but throughout the communities we serve.
As we say goodbye — to Dayneé, Emily,
Tara, Zach, and Anna Rose (pictured above) — we
offer snapshots of their recent writing on our
website (knom.org); each offers a glimpse at
what makes our volunteer program special.
Dayneé Rosales, who has just concluded
her second year of service, reflects:
“I am going to miss Nome a lot... My
time here has not been without its share of
challenges, but it has also been a time of
great growth...
“(A volunteer’s symbiotic relationship
with the community) is the most beautiful
thing about the KNOM program. Both the
community and myself feel they got more
out of it than the other, and what we give
and take comes with no strings attached.”
Anna Rose MacArthur, in “Farewell,”
also writes on community:
“Here (in rural Alaska), community
is more than people knowing my face or
calling my name. It’s attending meetings
and walks and celebrations and seeing the
town come together, again and again and
inexhaustibly again, investing their time
and support in this place they call home and
taking ownership of each other... in Nome,
a person is more than the sum of what they
occupationally produce.”
Emily Bieniek, in her “sign-off” blog post,
offers many reasons for gratitude and, in this excerpt, speaks to the region we serve directly:

“I have been overwhelmed by your
generosity for the past year. Thank you for
investing so much of your time, energy, and
resources in me, and for showing me the
beauty of this region. I will try to emulate
your generosity after I leave, and I will do
my best to educate people in the Lower 48
about life in Western Alaska. Thank you for a
wonderful year on top of the world.”
Tara Cicatello shares her excitement at
imparting the stewardship of our station to our
next class of volunteers:
“I’ve enjoyed passing on the torch (to
the new volunteers)... introducing them to
new people and places and orienting them
in their new home for the year. They are
most definitely a fun bunch full of life and
ready for the challenge... The station is in
good hands.”
As for her own volunteer time, Tara says
she “wouldn’t trade it for the world.”
Reporter Zachariah Hughes, finally,
writes on continuing to grow, both professionally
and personally, right through his final weeks at
the station:
“I am doing, and have done, way more
than I’d hoped during my time in Alaska...
In few other places, and with few employers like KNOM, would a 25-year-old with
a year of work experience be allowed to
hop around on planes for cool stories. I feel
lucky and like I’ve done well.”
While we will greatly miss all of our 201314 volunteers, we know their service has contributed immeasurably to the life of our region. We
can’t thank you enough for making our vitallyneeded volunteer program possible. As you can
see, their service truly changes lives; we can’t wait
to see what the 2014-2015 year holds in store.

In our journey to heaven, going
out of our way to help someone
else is not considered a
detour. It may be the main road.

extra kudos for the little sisters

An addendum from our July Static article on
the departing Little Sisters of Jesus (Nome’s beloved
community of Catholic women): the Little Sisters
have now moved away from Nome, but not before a
gesture of gratitude from our local Rotary Club, who
recently named them Nome Citizens of the Year.
Congratulations to the Little Sisters! Although
we already miss their presence in rural Alaska, we’re
keeping them in our regular thoughts and prayers,
with gratitude for the many ways they lifted up our
communities for so many years. To learn more about
the Little Sisters, visit knom.org and listen to our
Profile and Story49 programs on their religious order.
(Simply search for “little sisters” in the search bar.)
Photos: Little Sisters Damiene, Nermala, and
Alice with their Rotary award (thanks to Nome Rotary
President and former KNOM volunteer Danielle (Sylvester) Slingsby for this photo); the insignia of the
Little Sisters adorning the altar of Nome’s St. Joseph
Catholic Church, a permanent tribute to the incredible
women who gave so much to rural Alaska.

primary focus

August 19 was primary election day in Alaska.
As you might expect, KNOM and its news department
rallied to bring comprehensive coverage of this important election to our listeners, both on the airwaves
and online. A Vote 2014 “sub-site” on knom.org
featured stories on the major candidates and issues
on the ballot, as well as links to information on polling
places and other voting logistics. After the election,
our website — and, of course, our on-air newscasts —
brought voting results to our listeners.
Thank you for making this important service
possible. Online, our Vote 2014 site will remain active,
continually updated through the November 4 general
election. We encourage you to visit it at knom.org!

coming to an inbox near you

Nothing is so contagious as
an example. We never do great
good or great evil without
causing others to do the same.

We’re thrilled to be reaching out to our supporters in a new way this autumn: email! This month,
we’ll be sending our third email edition of this newsletter. If you’d like to opt out of print copies of the
Static and receive e-newsletters instead, you can do
so on knom.org; of course, as always, we’re happy
to begin or cancel either type of subscription (print or
email) on the phone at 907-443-5221.
And in the coming weeks, be on the lookout
for our first email campaign, encouraging our supporters to “tell a friend” about KNOM.

why online news matters

We’re continually looking for ways to improve the product that KNOM serves to its rural
Alaska community. Since the return of Matthew
Smith to our mission — in the role of News
Director this spring — our station has expanded
its news coverage by providing stories, in full text
and audio, on knom.org. Here’s Matt, in his own
words, on why this is such an important step —
and why your support makes all the difference:
Returning to KNOM as News Director
was an easy choice. Western Alaska remains
the most interesting part of a fascinating
state. After time in Anchorage gaining more
experience as a reporter and focusing on
delivering news both on-air and online, I
came back to KNOM determined to continue the high standards of my predecessor Laureli Kinneen, while putting a greater
emphasis on sharing our news online.
The contributions that keep KNOM’s
news on the air now also go to serving
up our news online: HD photos, full articles, and ongoing engagement through
knom.org. The stories we produce offer
a vital look at local issues for our listeners (and now, our readers) where options
are few. Small local newspapers may come

out once a week, but KNOM offers daily
newscasts full of local and regional stories.
From updates on salmon stocks, to development projects, to community concerns
like schools and taxes, KNOM news eagerly
takes on the calling of our mission to inform
our listeners. Even issues that may seem
international are very much local; when
American oil giant ExxonMobil partners
with Russia’s state-owned Rosneft to explore in the Chukchi Sea, it’s a story that is
happening in the “marine gardens” that our
listeners rely on for so much. It’s happening
in our “backyard.”
As Isaac Newton famously wrote,
“if I have seen further it is by standing on
the shoulders of giants.” Everything I do at
KNOM is possible because of the work of
those who came before me: my old boss
Laureli, the leadership of Ric and Lynette
Schmidt these many years, and the endless
parade of volunteers who keep the gears
of KNOM’s newsroom turning every day.
Know that our reporting is possible, both
online and on-air, thanks to your support.
Photo: in August, Matt (right) and volunteer
reporter Zachariah Hughes co-host a call-in
show (Sounding Board) on Alaska’s state oil taxes,
a key issue in our state’s primary election.

take knom with you

Want to read this newsletter on your smartphone, tablet, or other internetcapable mobile device? If your device has a QR code scanner, just scan the bar
code at right. Or, simply visit this address (on any device): knom.org/static/596.

Pl e a se co n si d e r K NOM in your es tate planning .

