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dear friend of knom,

The themes of our newsletter, this
month, might well be adaptation and education. With your support, we’re endeavoring to
do both at KNOM on a daily basis.
In recent months, we’ve been adapting
to unusual weather patterns – as, we imagine, may be the case for you, too. In Alaska,
our temperatures have often been strangely
warm, causing disruptive amounts of melting
and other problems. This winter, as always,
we’ve done our best to roll with the punches,
and at the forefront of our daily work is the
need to keep rural Alaska informed, whether
the temperature is 50 above or 50 below.
This season, we’ve done our best to
educate, too, especially with schools, specifically: whether the students came to our
studios (as described at right), or whether we
brought the studios to them through career
fairs in local communities (page 3).
Education, of course, works in both
directions, and at KNOM, we strive – even as
broadcasters – to listen as much as we speak.
On pages 2 and 3, you’ll read about the news
and regionally-specific sports stories that,
thanks to you, we share with our community.
As we enter this month and prepare
for the Lenten season to come, we reflect,
once again, on all the ways our mission, and
our region, has been blessed. Thank you so
much for allowing us to serve Western Alaska.

Teach me to listen, Lord, to
those nearest me: my family, my
friends, and my coworkers.
Lord, teach me to listen, also, to
those far from me: the forgotten,
the anguished.
Teach me always to listen.

young broadcasters

In early February, KNOM was proud to be host
to local students for a day of educational projects, introducing the children to broadcasting and interviewing skills as part of an artist-in-residency program.
The 5th- and 6th-grade students visited our
studios from Nome’s Anvil City Science Academy, a
local charter school. In small groups, the students
spent time behind the microphone, honing their
interviewing skills by speaking with notable Nome
residents.
The visit involved the coordination of Nome
teachers and, of course, a number of KNOM’s staff
and volunteers. Pictured above is program director
Kelly Brabec, guiding two students through an interview in KNOM’s Studio C. Pictured in the foreground
(at right) is student Sarah Wade.
We know that visits like these are not only appreciated by the students and their teachers, but also
fundamental to our mission – especially our goals to
educate, engage, and inspire our community.
Thank you for helping KNOM encourage a new
generation of broadcasters: whether over the airwaves or inside the studio. It makes such a difference.

here come the iron dogs

It’s the world’s longest race of snowmachines
– Alaskan parlance for snowmobiles – and as we go
to press, it’s about to pass through our region.
The Iron Dog Snowmachine Race is an annual focal point for our listeners. The 1,000-mile-plus
competition traverses some of Alaska’s most isolated
terrain, with a course stretching from Anchorage to
Nome to Fairbanks. Racers finish the route in less than
a week, driving their “sleds” past the finish line typically
the second or third weekend in February.
The race (pictured from 2012) falls in the midst
of Alaska’s annual “race season,” the wintertime period
of sled dog and snowmachine competitions that are
a part of what makes our state so unique. These races
tie into the culture, both traditional and contemporary, of rural Alaska, and they’re a celebration of our
region: both because they tend to feature local competitors and because their routes wind through many
of the small communities we serve.
Thanks to you, we’re proud to report on the
fast-paced Iron Dog every year – as well as the longdistance Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race, which we’ll
describe in more detail in April. In the meantime, don’t
miss our Iditarod coverage this month at knom.org.

a very strange winter thaw

“We shall steer safely through
every storm so long as our heart
is right, our intention fervent,
our courage steadfast, and our
trust fixed on God.”
– St. Frances de Sales

The streets looked like springtime, and the
air was so warm – by Alaskan standards, at least – it
might have been mistaken for summer. But the date
wasn’t in May or June; it was late January.
On January 27th, Nome broke a high temperature record not just for the day, but for the winter months of December, January, and February
combined. The high of 51° F meant that many of our
listeners were peeling off warmer jackets and gloves;
some hardier Alaskans even seized the opportunity
to wear shorts. The record-breaking heat came amid
days on end of above-freezing temperatures, making
2014’s January one of the warmest on record.
The warmth meant a rather bizarre disruption
to Western Alaska’s winter landscape – and the winter
lifestyle that is at the heart of our region’s culture and
identity. With temperatures prevailing above freezing,
the snow cover that almost always holds until May
began to melt and deteriorate. Nome’s roads were
blanketed in dangerously slick ice, and sewer drains
(like the one pictured) were overwhelmed, in some
places, with the runoff from the massive thaw.
The melt was inconvenient, at the least, for

many of those we serve. With open “leads” (open
water) on the Bering Sea – normally frozen solid at
this time of year – our listeners weren’t able to travel
across the sea ice (a common winter activity on
snowmachine) or set traps (or “pots”) through the ice
for crabs, a traditional subsistence food. The lack of
snow surely disrupted the plans of many local sled
dog mushers, skiers, and snowshoers.
It’s in moments like these that our newscasts
and weather forecasts are so important. We’re so
grateful to you for making possible our daily efforts to
bring our listeners accurate, timely, crucially needed
information. Thank you!

volunteer travel

Our volunteers have been keeping busy this
winter. It’s par for the course for our volunteer program, but our 2013-2014 volunteers – Dayneé, Anna
Rose, Tara, Zach, and Emily – have all been putting in
extra effort to reach out to the communities we serve.
In January, all five volunteers were scheduled
to take outreach and/or news-gathering trips to some
of the villages within KNOM’s listening range. (Thanks
to an ongoing sponsorship with a regional airline, this
rural travel is free of charge.) Because of the strangely
warm weather, some of their travel had to be canceled; some of our communities’ runways were simply too icy to permit landing.
Thankfully, Emily, Anna Rose, and Zach did
make it to their destinations. Emily ventured to
Savoonga (suh-VOON-guh), Alaska, where she presented at a career fair for high school and middle
school students. She then joined Anna Rose in the
village of Koyuk for a similar career presentation (top
picture). The two traveled with a group of other presenters from Nome, also pictured.
Zach spent time in Stebbins, Alaska (pictured
at bottom), doing research for a follow-up news story
on recovery efforts from this past November’s severe
fall storms in Western Alaska. Zach’s trip came on the
heels of a recent federal declaration designating parts
of rural Alaska as natural disaster sites, thus opening
up funds (from FEMA) for relief efforts. In Stebbins,
the rebuilding work is ongoing and arduous. As Zach
recently wrote on our blog (at knom.org), the reconstruction efforts in Stebbins “are not just important,
they are vital.”
Thank you for helping our volunteers to engage with our region and to share their stories. (And
thank you to Chisana White for the Koyuk photos!)

You have a unique message to
deliver, a unique song to sing, a
unique act of love to bestow.
This message, this song, and
this act of love have been
entrusted exclusively to the one
and only you.

three years ago, ten years ago

While our article on page 2 paints a picture of
a relatively warm Nome this year – with widespread
melting and relatively little snow to speak of – winter
in our region is, as you might expect, often the opposite. Here are two examples.
In 2011, only three years ago, our snow cover
– and our exposure to heavy winter storms – was
abundant. As we wrote in our March 2011 newsletter, a series of blizzards, strong winds (with wind chills
down to -70° F!), and heavy snowfall had battered our
region, leaving general manager Ric Schmidt to help
clear waist-high snow from the side of KNOM’s facilities (pictured). On one particularly stormy day, Ric and
then-volunteer Matthew Smith faced 50-miles-perhour winds to venture out to our AM transmitter site, a
few miles outside Nome, to reactivate a failed heating
unit, thus keeping our AM signal on the air.
High snow was the story, also, in our January 2004 Static, which reported snow drifts “as high
as second-story windows” and showed a photo of
Florence Busch – then business manager, now a
member of KNOM’s board of directors – examining a
7-foot drift near her house.
In May 2004, in the last throes of that year’s
winter, Nome residents observed an ivu (EE-voo),
an unusual buildup of massive chunks of ocean ice,
some as large as pickup trucks, at the nearby seacoast. The fractured ice blocks, as seen in the photo
at left, created a 30-foot-high wall of ice.

“There are four ways God answers
prayer:
‘No, not yet.’
‘No, I love you too much.’
‘Yes, I thought you’d never ask.’
‘Yes, and here’s more.’ ”
– Ann Lewis

take knom with you

Want to read this newsletter on your smartphone, tablet, or other internetcapable mobile device? If your device has a QR code scanner, just scan the bar
code at right. Or, simply visit this address (on any device): knom.org/static/590.

Pl e a se co n si d e r K NOM in your es tate planning .

