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visit us at knom.org

dear friend of knom,

As this New Year enters its second
month, we at KNOM are working hard for
our listeners and for the people of our region,
Western Alaska. Through subzero temperatures and short periods of daylight, we’re
doing our best to serve those who depend
upon us, every day, for news, weather, information, entertainment, and inspiration. As
always, your generosity continues to make it
all possible.
This month, we hope you’ll find good
examples of our mission in action, whether
it’s the activity of our news department (as on
page 3) or the fresh ideas and energy of our
volunteer producers (pages 1 and 2).
The arrival of February, also, brings
all of us at KNOM deeper into the midst
of Alaska’s annual race season: the winter
months punctuated by the sled dog and
snowmachine (or snowmobile) competitions that highlight the culture, determination,
and pride of the region we serve. Read more
about how we’re bringing these important
races to our listeners on page 2.
Finally, we encourage you not to miss
the words of our board president, Father Ross
Tozzi, on page 4. Fr. Ross has long been a
member of the KNOM family, and this month,
he shares with us a bit of his journey both to
Nome and to the priesthood itself.
In snow-covered Nome and throughout the communities we serve, we believe
that KNOM’s spirit of goodwill, friendship, and
respect continues to make a difference in the
lives of our listeners. Every hour, our broadcasts enlighten, inform, educate, and inspire
– through your support. Thank you so much.

Those who leave everything in
God’s Hands will eventually see
God’s Hand in everything.

gone country

With each new class of KNOM volunteers
comes a new wave of energy and fresh ideas for how
to make our mission even better. This year’s class of
KNOM volunteers (2013-2014) is no different.
In early January, first-year volunteer producer
Tara Cicatello (pictured) debuted a new country
show on our airwaves, AK Country. The program
brings a blend of different types of country music to
our listeners every Wednesday afternoon, 2 to 4pm.
As longtime readers of the Static know,
KNOM’s radio signal is a primary source of music and
entertainment for thousands of people in the isolated
stretches of Western Alaska. We play music of a wide
variety on a daily basis – with everything from 1950s
doo-wop to modern pop and rock – but for many of
our listeners, country music is their favorite.
Thanks to your support, we know that Tara’s
show will delight countless listeners in our region.
Especially during the colder months, even just a few
songs – by the likes of Johnny Cash, Loretta Lynn,
Tim McGraw, and many more – can make a big difference. Through your generosity, KNOM is both a
friend and a trusted media source for thousands.
And speaking of volunteers: we’re currently recruiting for our 2014-2015 volunteer program. Know
someone who might be interested? Application materials and more information are online: knom.org.

The mighty eagle was once
only a tiny egg. We would know
nothing about the beautiful
potential of that egg if we had
never seen the eagle, soaring in
splendor against the sky.

here comes race season

The later winter months in Western Alaska
are made busy, each year, through the sled dog and
snowmachine (or snowmobile) competitions that our
listeners and community members follow so intently.
We’re in the thick of race season, which means our
entire mission is keeping extra busy.
Last month, news director Laureli Kinneen
had the opportunity to fly to southwestern Alaska
– just past the southernmost reach of KNOM’s AM
signal – to cover an important sled dog race. The
Kuskokwim 300 Sled Dog Race is an annual, popular
competition that leads mushers (sled dog team leaders) and their teams over 300 miles of terrain, starting
and finishing in the Alaskan hub city of Bethel.
As we are going to press, the 2014 Kusko 300,
or K300, is just a few days away. It will have completed by the time this newsletter hits your mailbox, and
for the first time in recent memory, among the competitors will have been one of KNOM’s own.
Volunteer engineer and dog musher Rolland
Trowbridge (pictured) will have competed in this
year’s K300, as part of his goal to prepare for the 2015
running of the longer Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race, another race season event that KNOM covers annually.
Winter events like sled dog mushing are so
ingrained in the culture of the region we serve, and
they’re such an important and unique part of Alaska.
Thank you for helping us to bring coverage of events
like the K300 to our listeners. It’s greatly appreciated!

spotted

The first step to genuine prayer
is coming to quiet: seeking
quiet from the noise and clutter
around us, and then seeking
quiet from all the noise within
us.
It is in this quiet that we will be
able to hear God speaking to us.

The messages you see in grey boxes throughout this newsletter – and in all of our Static issues
– are but a tiny sampling of KNOM’s massive library
of “spots”: brief radio messages, created in-house at
KNOM, that we sprinkle into each broadcast hour, taking the place of commercials (since we’re non-profit).
Spot production is one of KNOM’s oldest and
most fundamental traditions, and through 2014 and
beyond, it remains a regular part of the work we do.
KNOM’s spots – currently being produced by
volunteers Dayneé Rosales and Tara Cicatello –
are important because they cover two areas essential
to KNOM’s mission: education and inspiration. In our
hourly broadcasts, you’ll hear spots on Catholic spirituality, Alaska Native languages, safety tips on traveling
through our region’s countryside in winter, general
“food for thought,” and lots more. One highlight of
our current spots: the writing of local, Alaskan poets.

a candidate’s visit

Pictured above is Alaska gubernatorial
candidate Byron Mallott alongside KNOM’s
news director Laureli Kinneen and general
manager Ric Schmidt.
Mallott has made history in recent months
by becoming the first Alaska Native to declare
a candidacy for governor and by receiving the
official endorsement of a major political party
(Mallott is running as a Democrat). While in Nome
this past December, the candidate paid a visit to
KNOM studios.
Thanks to your support, KNOM Radio –
especially its news department – has built a solid
reputation as a trustworthy, professional, and
thoroughly non-partisan organization. Our good
relationship with the people who make decisions
in Alaska, at both the state and local levels, has
kept KNOM at the forefront of news and information, especially with regards to the government
decisions and legislation that have the greatest
potential to affect life in rural Alaska.
Now, as always, KNOM never takes political sides, whether on issues or candidates. Our
neutral stance allows us to invite respectful conversations and input from both our listeners and
the government leaders that make decisions on
our listeners’ behalf.
As a result, we’ve been host to candidates
and policy-makers, like Byron Mallott, from all
across the political spectrum. This access makes
our news reporting better, and we know our listeners appreciate it. Thanks for making it possible!

the polar vortex

With regards to weather, 2014 got off to
a very strange start all throughout the United
States: in Alaska as well as in the Lower 48, albeit
for opposite reasons. In many places in the contiguous 48 states, a “polar vortex” weather pattern was causing abnormally frigid temperatures
in early January, while in Alaska, Nome and its
environs experienced a period of unseasonable
warmth: temperatures in the 20s and 30s.
As KNOM News reported, with the aid of
an interview with a Rutgers University climate
scientist, the abnormal temperatures were largely
caused by a shift in the jet stream, the global pattern of high-altitude wind currents. With the jet
stream temporarily banking southward, it allowed
air that would have otherwise stayed in the Arctic – KNOM’s backyard – to migrate down to the
Lower 48. The same phenomenon, ironically, also
kept warm air (and warm temperatures) in Alaska.
Thanks to your ongoing support, our news
department brought the details of this unique
story to our listeners. The story was more than
just a curiosity, since January’s unusual weather
– in particular, the unusual movement of the jet
stream underlying it – was likely caused by trends
that, in recent years, have already been impacting the lives of our listeners. Climate stories are
of special interest to those we serve, and thus,
stories like this cut to the core of why our mission and its news department exist. Thank you for
making possible this crucially-needed reporting.

called by name

We conclude this month with reflections from
Father Ross Tozzi: the parish priest of Nome’s St.
Joseph Catholic Church, the president of KNOM’s
board of directors, and a former KNOM volunteer. Fr.
Ross (pictured, far right, as a JVC volunteer with his
volunteer community; during his ordination in 2001;
and during a recent visit to the Vatican) shares what’s
kept him coming back to Nome through the decades:
“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have
called you by your name: you are mine.” (Isaiah
43:1b) In 1987, two years before I ever set foot in
Alaska, I heard the voice of the Lord calling me. It
was a simple, quiet whisper to, “Join the JVC.” As a
result of that call, I left a career in the Army to become a member of the Jesuit Volunteer Corps and
wound up as a disc jockey for KNOM in Nome.
“Bring back my sons from afar, and my
daughters from the ends of the earth: all who
are called by my name I created for my glory; I
formed them, made them.” (Is. 43:6b–7). When
my three years as a volunteer came to an end in
1992, I left town thinking I might never return. But
each summer, hearing my name called, I returned
to volunteer my time and talents. During the
summer of my fifth return visit to Nome, Bishop
Michael Kaniecki, SJ surprised many with the
announcement that I would enter the seminary to
begin studies for the priesthood. During summer
breaks from the seminary, I was called back to
Nome again and again.

The reward for work well done
is the opportunity to do more.

On KNOM’s 30th anniversary (in 2001), I was
ordained a priest at Saint Joseph Church in a Mass
broadcast throughout Western Alaska. I left Nome
once again, not knowing if I would ever return.
Eight years later, the words of the Hail Mary were
on my lips as a small bush airline returned me to
Nome as the new pastor of Saint Joseph Church.
I am also responsible for 3 additional parishes in
Western Alaska, the farthest being 183 miles north
of Nome. Even while I am in far away Nome, my
parishioners can tune into KNOM and hear my
voice calling them by name.

take knom with you

Want to read this newsletter on your smartphone, tablet, or other internetcapable mobile device? If your device has a QR code scanner, just scan the bar
code at right. Or, simply visit this address (on any device): knom.org/static/589.

Pl e a se co n si d e r K NOM in your es tate planning .

