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Dear Friend of KNOM,

KNOM’s mission to serve Western
Alaska with faith, inspiration, news, and education through radio can take many forms.
Besides Sunday Mass broadcasts, the Rosary,
newscasts, and weather forecasts, KNOM
also highlights groups and individuals making
a positive difference in their lives and the lives
of those around them. Furthermore, KNOM’s
language spots, traditional music and interviews draw attention to efforts to preserve
Native culture or finding and fulfilling one’s
purpose in his or her community.
KNOM’s values are to be a friend and
Nome’s Norton Sound Regional Hospital, whose Culcompanion and provide respectful service
based on Catholic ideals through radio. Jesus tural Committee has inspired a new series of inspirational
spots on KNOM.
prepared the apostles and fortified them with
the gift of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. The
Stories of Hope and Recovery
apostles discerned their respective vocations
“After I came out of my alcoholic coma,
and pursued them with unshakable faith.
when I got home, my family did not know I still
Likewise, KNOM strives to be the positive difhad a half-gallon in my apartment… I was feeling sorry for myself, so I took the half-gallon and
ference that encourages both the individual
went to the kitchen to mix myself a drink, and
and the region to find purpose and recognize
I just said, ‘Lord, what am I doing?’ And to tell
that human dignity is “rooted in the image
you the truth, I don’t remember dumping the
and likeness of God.” (CCC)
drink and dumping the whole half-gallon into
Your gifts support this effort. Thank
the sink. When I got to my senses, I was praying,
you!
and when I looked down, the half-gallon was
in the trash. And from then on, I never drank.
When things get very, very hard... I think of praying, and that’s a better way. I’ve been sober for 15
Come, Holy Spirit, enlighten
years. Temptation still does come around, but let
my mind. Inflame my heart.
me tell you: it’s a different life to be sober.”

Strengthen my will.

Enlighten my heart with Your
wisdom. Inflame my heart with
Your love. Strengthen my will
with Your grace.
Give me light and strength and
enthusiasm for Your work.

These are the words of Rose, who is featured in
a new series of spots on KNOM.
Hopeful stories of recovery — from addiction,
despair, homelessness, isolation, and other problems endemic in rural Alaska — have always graced
KNOM’s airwaves. Recently, they’ve been presented in
a series of inspirational messages based on interviews
with Alaskans sharing their incredible biographies.
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Volunteer producer Lauren Frost is spearheading the project in conjunction with Norton
Sound Health Corporation’s Cultural Committee,
whose members have been sharing their stories.
Says Lauren, “many have struggled with addiction
in their past, and that’s why they feel so moved to
join the committee and help other people recover, just like they did.”
They offer hope to listeners. They talk
about the negative effects of drug use, the reasons they decided to get help, and the ways their
lives have changed since quitting. Lauren’s goal is
to interview everyone on the Cultural Committee
in the next two months.
Your support makes it possible for messages like Rose’s to make it to air — stories of rural Alaskans who been transformed by their personal struggles, and who are now eager to help
others. In a place where alcoholism, drug abuse,
domestic violence, and myriad other issues are
compounded by rural isolation, hopeful messages that a better life is within reach can mean
so much: even in short, 90-second messages,
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like radio spots. Betsy, another committee member, tells KNOM listeners, “I smoked for almost 40
years. I thought I would never quit… but I did.”
Fellow volunteer producer Karen Trop
brought to the airwaves a similar story of hope
through a feature on Anchorage resident Samuel
Johns, who’s created a Facebook group called
“Forget Me Not.” The social media page is intended to connect friends and family of homeless people to help them get off the streets and
reunite with loved ones. The page offers a place
for people to communicate, to recognize images
of homeless people, to read their stories, and to
offer help, like donating frequent flyer miles. The
page gives people the “opportunity to get someone off the street,” Samuel explains to KNOM.
“People like to be a part of something that makes
a difference… That’s what really sparked it — people wanted to be a part of something bigger.”
Rural radio helps shine a light on stories
that might not otherwise find expression. KNOM’s
mission continues with hope — thanks, as always,
to your help.

What happens to us is not as important as what happens through us.

Welcome to the World, Amos!

Amos Noel Collins, born April 19.

The KNOM Radio family grew by one a
few weeks ago: Program Director Laura Collins
and husband Jeff welcomed their second son on
April 19th! Amos Noel Collins was born at 1:15pm,
weighing 7 pounds 14 ounces and measuring 19
inches long. Both mother and child are healthy.
Laura and Jeff had originally intended to
welcome their child at the Nome hospital, but as
Amos’ expected delivery date came and went —
and more than a week elapsed — the local hospital could no longer accommodate them. The
Nome hospital won’t deliver babies later than 41
weeks into pregnancy. His parents were forced to
relocate to Alaska’s hub city of Anchorage, where
medical services are more comprehensive.
Laura and Jeff’s story — of having to go to
Anchorage for basic medical needs — is an extremely common one in rural Alaska. Healthcare
trips requiring patients to criss-cross the state, or

further, are facts of life for Western Alaskans.
Although it wasn’t intentional on the part of his
parents, Amos’ name is perhaps a subtle nod to life
in Alaska: his initials (A.N.C.) are also the same as the
three-letter airport code for his birthplace: ANC.
We invite you to join us in prayers for young
Amos and his happy, and proud, parents.

Dear God, I do not know where You are
leading me. I do not even know what
my next day, my next week, or my next
year will look like. As I try to keep my
hands open, I trust that You will put
Your hand in mine and bring me home.

The 2013 Nome Memorial Day parade processes down Front Street.

A Parade for Those Who Served

On the streets of Nome last month, KNOM
joined with its local community in remembering and
honoring the sacrifices of those who have served in
the US military — especially those who gave their lives
in defense of our nation. As the station has done for
decades, KNOM provided live coverage of the Memorial Day parade, a simple but solemn event that leads
a Color Guard, veterans, and supporters marching
Flags placed at Nome’s cemetery.
down Nome’s main thoroughfare, Front Street, culminating in remembrance ceremonies at the cemetery.
In our journey to heaven, going
One year, after coverage of the parade, a lisout of our way to help someone
tener called and said: “Not many people remember
else is not considered a detour.
our sacrifices on this weekend. Thank you for taking
the time to honor our service men and women.”

It may be the main road.

Sun, Sun, Sun

The extreme sunlight patterns in Alaska are the
stuff of legend. Wintertime brings 3-hour-long days
and sunsets at 3pm, but after just a handful of spring
months, summer offers the opposite: endless sunlight.
In this month of the solstice, the skies of KNOM
country will remain bright constantly. On the summer solstice (Tuesday, June 20th this year) the sun will
rise at 4:19am and set the following morning at 1:47,
with bright twilight — bright enough to read a book
outside — for several hours before sunrise again. The
skies near Nome won’t become dark, at all, until midAugust, which means KNOM listeners will have to wait
until just before Labor Day to see the nighttime stars
The sun hangs low over the Nome port, past
again, just like every year.
midnight on a June evening.

What KNOM Has Meant

June is often a bittersweet month at KNOM,
with the turnover of service terms for the station’s fulltime volunteers. This year, it’s doubly bittersweet, as
we bid farewell to Ric Schmidt, our mission’s longtime
general manager. Here’s Ric in his own words:
On June 30, 2017, I will be retiring as General Manager from KNOM. What can I say about
the most challenging, surprising, amazing,
scary, and rewarding experience of my life. I
started 40 years ago in TV and radio, but in 1984,
I arrived in Nome, Alaska, and found a treasure
beyond all measure: KNOM. This blessing allowed me to work for an organization making
a positive difference in the lives of thousands
of people. That is what KNOM does, and that
is what KNOM means to me. KNOM is a radio
friend that never leaves your side.
The entire KNOM family is excited about
KNOM’s new General Manager, Margaret DeMaioribus. She is an inspired leader who values
the KNOM mission. I wish you could witness
the love and care that goes into each broadcast
day. And the energy, effort, and commitment the
KNOM staff bring to their jobs. It is an honor to
serve the people of Western Alaska with them.

Four decades at KNOM: Ric and Lynette during
their volunteer days; Ric, Lynette, and their children pose with Father Ross Tozzi after celebrating his first Mass; Ric with then-general-manager Tom Busch at a Gabriel Award banquet; Ric
narrates, on-air, dedication ceremonies for the
Tom and Florence Busch Digital Studios on the
station’s 40th anniversary, July 14, 2011.

Thank you to everyone who has contributed time and treasure to KNOM. Lifelong appreciation and thanks to the late Tom Busch and
his beautiful wife, Florence. Tom was my mentor, my brother, and the rock that held KNOM
together for over 30 years. Loving thanks to my
wife, Lynette, who is a positive force for her family and KNOM. Thank you to all the great KNOM
staff, volunteers, and supporters along the way.
For all those who have donated, supported, and
stood by KNOM, my deep thanks and appreciation. And finally, thank you to the wonderful
people spread out across Western Alaska. For
them, KNOM is Yours For Western Alaska.
With gratitude for the indelible mark he has
left upon the mission, throughout his many years of
service at KNOM, we wish Ric all the best and every
future blessing as he begins his retirement. Stay tuned
for more on our new general manager, Margaret!

C on ne c t w i t h u s o n social m edia:
Pl e a se co n si d e r K NOM in your es tate planning .

